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 Sunday Worship  Schedule  

10:30 am Worship 

All are welcome! 

 

 

 

Emanuel Baptist Church 

Ridgewood, NJ 

 

“Emmanuel is an inclusive congreation 

inspired by the transforming grace of God and the living  

presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Our mission is to demonstrate joyfully 

 

love for neighbor in word and deed, locally and globally." 

 

 

 

 

THE MINISTRY AT EM  

 

Ministers 

 

Members of the Congregation 

 

Emmanuel 

“God with us… We with  

14 Hope Street, Ridgewood, NJ  07450 

(201) 444-7300 

EBCridgewood.org 



 

 

                                                                                  
 

                                                      A TALE OF TWO CHURCHES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emmanuel and First Methodist Ridgewood share similar histories and trajectories. Both congregations 
were in their prime and hit their peaks 30 or more years ago and both have been in a state of numerical 
decline since.  They reflect the pattern  of entropy that has affected half a dozen old,  mainline                
denominational churches in Ridgewood. Our culture has become increasingly alienated from traditional, 
institutional religion and the mid-Atlantic and  Northeast, in particular, stand out as the areas with the 
lowest weekly church attendance in the nation. 
 
Last Wednesday, about 15 folks from First Methodist and Emmanuel and their Senior Ministers sat around 
a table for lunch and had a discussion around the question:  “What does it mean for congregations like 
ours to be the faithful community of Christ in Bergen County in 2016.  I called the gathering, the O.T.B. 
group (Outside the Box) and what resulted was quite a mind opening and stimulating  dialogue.  One of 
the “deviants/free thinkers” in our group had a very novel thought: “What if all of the churches joined 
together and we just had one church?”  I didn’t mention the scriptural verse at the time but I thought 
about Paul’s comment: “One Lord, one faith, one baptism.” 
 
Our two congregations will meet again and extend an invitation to our larger congregations to continue 
to explore the conversation we started at lunch.  Certainly, no one is contemplating anything too drastic 
right now but at least we can start to think about possibilities and about those ministries we can share in 
together.  I do believe the future sustainability of mainline churches is going to require a new and       
different approach.  We are not going back to 1960 but there may be new and dynamic possibilities for 
God’s church if we move beyond being God’s “frozen chosen.” 
 
The first step for Emmanuel in its future alone or together with other disciples is this:  Get our own house 
in order...quit majoring in the minors...let go of our preferences and prerogatives and begin                    
communicating in healthy and constructive ways.  We need to deal with our own individual and collective 
“ego” as we both celebrate  our unique history and identity and turn our church over to the guidance of 
the Spirit which may take it and us, in uncharted but exciting new directions. 
 
The Methodist Church in Waldwick that gave birth to First Methodist years ago is almost dead.  The       
visionary founders and leaders that established Emmanuel are long gone.  Will any of our big, old, tax free 
religious edifices be around in a hundred years?  If so, I think they will look very different. 

 

Thoughts  From 

 

Pastor Gill 



 

 

 

 

Outside Looking In: How Does Emmanuel Look to Those  Who Visit?  
 

Sharon Beckwith was in Worship on us on Sunday. She is no outsider. Though living in Massachusetts, 

she is a member of Emmanuel  and has served  as  Church Moderator. She reflected on Emmanuel. "I go 

to another church where I live now, but there is something special about Emmanuel. The sanctuary is so 

beautiful and the church is still my home."  Pictured with Marek Jura, Sexton  

Is Sharon looking  at our delightful, energetic design team scheming on how to make a fabulous Emmanu-

el Fourth of July float?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A second story: We were blessed in Sunday Worship with the Tri-State Brass Society.  Afterward, one of 

the trumpeters,  whose parents immigrated from South America said, "I loved the message. I love my 

church, but I don't hear that message often enough in my church," The message focused on the love of Je-

sus for his "abba"- his heavenly Father- which is portrayed in the love of a father for his son which is por-

trayed in the Prodigal Son story in Luke 15. We were invited to love God as Jesus loved his Abba. And to 

love each other as the    father loved his wayward, prodigal son. 

 

At the coffee hour, other musicians gathered at a table and commented on the wonderful preaching and  

the service. The other trumpeter, Joe Christianson, was there with his mother and his girlfriend.  

Joe's mom, shared about the challenges faced by their church, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Glen  

Rock, - challenges much like we face at Emmanuel. She talked about how the Christian message is so  

much needed in this time of turmoil and polarization in our country and worldwide, and we discussed  

how churches could collaborate together to have a greater impact.  

 

I am getting a lot of unsolicited, positive comments about our church from young musicians and their fam-

ilies 

who assist our worship at Emmanuel. It is heartening to know we are connecting with them! 



 

 

 

 

 

Wider Circle of Prayer & Prayer Group 

 

Alive in the Spirit of God 

 

Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would take the work he began and extend it across space and time, 
creating a global spiritual community to keep welcoming and embodying what he called the reign or    
kingdom or commonwealth of God 

In this section, beginning with the season traditionally known as Pentecost, we ask this key question: 
How can we participate with the Spirit in this ongoing spiritual movement? That word Spiritual means a lot 
of things, but for us it will mean any experience of or response to the moving of the Spirit of God in our 
lives and in our world” 

 

Readings & Prayers from: We Make the Road by Walking—Please contact the church office if you want to 
use a copy.  

 

Monday through Sunday 

Read Intro, pg. 126   

 

6/20-6/26  Spirit of Service  Ch 46 

6/27-7/3 The Spirit Conspiracy  Ch 47 

7/4- 7/10   Spirit of Power  Ch 48  

7/11- 7/17  Spirit of Holiness  Ch 49 

7/11  Prayer Group   

7/18- 7/24  Spirit of Life  Ch 50 

7/25- 7/31  Spirit of Hope Ch 51 

8/1-  8/7     God in the End  Ch 52 

8/1    Prayer Group  

 



The Church World Service World Refugee Celebration in Jersey City on June 24th was attended by 

Dave S.,  Brent S. and Don W.  We look forward to hearing their report on the refugee situation in NJ. 

The amount contributed for One Great Hour of Sharing during the Month of June was $500! Hurrah 

and thanks to all who contributed.   Nancy Shaver attended the World Relief Committee meeting on 

June 23rd and June 24th to decide on distribution of this offering. 

The Mission Bulletin Board will contain notes and letters of appreciation from many of the              or-

ganizations that Emmanuel supports during the month of July. Please take time to take a look at 

these documents.  You will feel very proud! 

The food collection for the month of July will go to the Center for Food Action.  The collection box is 

in the hallway outside the sanctuary along with a list of needed food items. 

It has been called to our attention that many children in our area will be in need of school supplies 

when school starts in Sept.  There are great sales on these items during the summer. There will be a 

box under the mission board if you would like to donate pencils, crayons, notebooks, paper, etc. 

In August, the special emphasis will be the Retired Ministers and Missionaries offering.  Many        pre-

vious pastors from Emmanuel may benefit from this offering. 

Pastor Judy Wheeler has offered to provide information and lead some exploratory discussions on 

some Social Justice issues that she learned about from the Unitarian Society’s Social Justice         Com-

mittee such as racism/white privilege. They would be willing share their resources and even join us for 

some joint sessions.  Please let Nancy, Joan, or Judy know if you would be interested. 

Nancy Shaver will be attending the ABC-USA World Mission Conference at Green Lake, Wisconsin 

from July  4th to July 9th which will follow the meeting of the Board of International Ministries also at 

Green Lake which is our National Conference Center.  

The Annual Meeting of the American Baptist Churches of New Jersey will be held at the Ocean Place 

and Spa in Long Branch, N.J. on Sept. 24th.  An exciting program is planned. Watch for more details in 

August Expectations and plan to attend. Early Bird registration ends on August 15th. 

 

 

. 
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Our time to help support and host Family Promise will be at the beginning of September.   Exact 

dates aren’t known yet.  Please keep the first week of September penciled in, if you would like to 

help with food, social time or overnight hosting.  Specific details will follow in July.  

 

 

 
 
Congratulations to Tara Timpone on her graduation from High School.  Way to go 

Tara!   Wishing you God Speed as you begin  your first year of College in                      
September.  Congratulations also go to Cole Cheman, Joseph Saffioti and Emma Byrd 
on graduating  from Middle School. 
 
Save the date for a special one day VBS Thursday, July 21st from 1:30pm - 7:30pm.  A 
pizza supper will be provided.  Fun for all  the kids.  Mural painting, Games, Songs and 
Bible stories.  The mural will honor Emmanuel's 125th anniversary. 
 



   

 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast will be Saturday, July 30th at 9:00 am 

“Walking in the Spirit of God” 

Join us on July 10th, at 7 pm  in the Peace Lounge, as we consider 

what it means to walk in the Spirit each day. 

 

                                                

 May 20th was our last Readers’ Choice and we look forward to meeting again in 
September.  The September book is Buckaneers by Edith Wharton.  Remember, 
all are welcome! 

 

                                                           The Community Pasta Dinner  

Save the date: Tuesday July 19th @ 6 pm 

THE COMMUNITY PASTA DINNER was held Tuesday, June 21st, and the evening was 
enjoyed by all who attended.  Please come and bring friends.  It is nice to know     
attendance ahead of time in order to plan accordingly, so please call either the 
church office, 201-444-7300, or Marilyn, 201-391-4720. 

 

 

 

                                                              

Women of Emmanuel   

Women of Emmanuel celebrated their year on Tuesday, June 7th and went “OUT TO 
LUNCH” at Limoncello.  It was a great time of fellowship, with over 25 in  attendance.   

 



 

 

If you would like to join the choir, we have a shortened rehearsal at 12 pm on    

Sundays, after a brief fellowship time.  Our goal is to present an anthem once a 

month (in robes), and we always welcome new (or returning) voices. 

 

 
Do you have an idea, thought or topic that you would like to share in our monthly newsletter? If so 

please send your submission for Expectations to the church office at office@ebcridgewood.org. 

 

Let’s Recycle….Please consider donating your used eyeglasses. 

Box is located in library. 

The Far Side Discussion Group 

Thursday at 12:00 pm 

 

We are reading Karen Armstrong’s book                                                        

12 Steps to a Compassionate Life. 

 



 

1– Christina Brigliadoro 

9-  Kyo Hyun 

14-  Kim Cheman 

15 -  Jennie Van Oster                                                       

Carol Krzeminski 

17 -  Judy Wheeler 

21 - Emma Byrd 

29 -  Frank Cocheo 

30 -  Irene Jura 

 

July Anniversary 

6th—Florence & Andy Degelman 

23rd-  Ken & Connie Gill  

 

                July Birthdays 

 

A note of thanks to Sami’s friend, Fred Schmerling. For designing the Church suggestion box and for 

the other things he has given his talents to for Emmanuel.  We appreciate your generosity!  

 

Suggestion Box 

At the request of some members of the congregation, our suggestion box will be returned and placed 

in the pastors lounge.  Please note that anonymous suggestions will not be taken into consideration . 

 The church  moderator will review the suggestions with the Pastor for distribution to the appropriate 

ministry, committee or council.  



  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26 

One Great Hour 
of Sharing 

10:30 am           
Worship       

 

27 

 

 

7:30 pm 

Council meeting 

28 

 

 

 

 

29 

 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

30 

12:00 noon  

Discussion 

Group 

 No  ESL 

1 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

2 

3  

Youth Sunday 

10:30 am       
Worship  

 
 

4 

Office closed  
Happy 4th of 
July! 

Come see us in 
the parade! 

5 

 

6 

 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

7 

12:00 noon  

Discussion 

Group 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

8 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

9 

 

10    

10:30 am      
Worship  

Mid-Year       
Congregational 
Mtg 

 

7 pm  Women’s 
Reflection Grp 

11 

 

 

 

7:30 pm                                    
Prayer Group 

12 

 

 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

14 

12:00 noon  

Discussion 

Group 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

15 

 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

16 

 

 

17  

10:30 am      
Worship  

 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

6:00 pm       
Pasta dinner  

20 

 

 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

21 

12:00 noon  

Discussion 

Group 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

22 

 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

23 

 

 

24    

 

10:30 am      
Worship  

 

 

25 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

27 

 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

28 

12:00 noon  

Discussion 

Group 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

29 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

30 

9:00 am     

Men’s  

Fellowship 

Breakfast 


