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       Emmanuel’s Vision Statement              

 

A growing community, celebrating the rich diversity of God’s               

people and treasuring our common humanity, sharing and                

learning about Christ’s love in the contemporary world through       

worship, spiritual disciplines,  intellectual study, mission work,            

social and environmental justice advocacy and artistic, interfaith        

and multicultural  experiences.                                                                                    

We welcome everyone’s company at our table, as Jesus did.    

 

       THE MINISTRY AT EM  
  

        Ministers 
  

         Members of the Congregation 
  

       Senior Minister 

    Pastor Kenneth Gill 
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Last night  Public Television aired a fascinating segment of “Frontline” entitled, “The Choice.”  The special    
explored the life and backgrounds of the two presidential candidates, Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump.   Interestingly, church was a formative factor in shaping the lives and values of both                           
candidates.  Trump’s father regularly brought his son Donald with him to the prestigious  Marble Collegiate 
Church in New York City on Sunday mornings.  It was then under the leadership of the iconic minister Norman 
Vincent Peale, who for generations, was the guru of “the power of positive thinking.”.  From his young           
experiences in those services Trump  must have absorbed the values espoused by Peale,  the  power of the 
mind to exert influence and control and to achieve one’s goals and success and to obtain wealth.  Clinton, on 
the other hand, was raised in a suburban Chicago United Methodist Church.   Her congregation inculcated her 
with the traditional Methodist values of charity and humility, justice ,service and personal devotion.  At one point 
her youth minister took her youth group  to hear Martin Luther King speak.  It was a life changing experience for 
young Hillary. My point is that churches can still have enormous influence in shaping the psyches and values of 
young persons, or any one who enters their congregational life.   Our beliefs matter, our words matter and our 
values matter.   Emmanuel has spent a good amount of time trying to define and articulate its values.  These 
values, in fact, are a major part of what attracted me to Emmanuel as a prospective minister. Here are some of 
those values: 
 
-The importance of the spiritual disciplines in shaping the spiritual life of the individual and guiding the           
discernment of the congregation. 
 

-Openness to draw from diverse sources of wisdom in our spiritual journey 
 

-Inclusiveness/hospitality in race, age, gender, sexual orientation, religious background, theology, political and 
social philosophy in church membership and in participation in church life. 
 

-Commitment to peace and justice among all people 
 

-Openness to new ways to “doing church” and  reaching  out 
 

-Protecting and restoring the integrity of our earth. 
 

-Ministry to those marginalized in society, the poor and the disadvantaged 
 

-A progressive approach to Christianity. 
 

Our life experiences, beginning with our childhood  and our life stories shape our worldview and help determine 
our values and our character.    I believe, that despite the decline of institutional religion,  congregations can 
and should be making an impact on how people view the world, how they view themselves  and what they     
value .  May we at Emmanuel, not only be espousing lofty values but living them out in terms of personal and 
congregational life. People are listening and watching. 

 
Thoughts  From 

 

Pastor Gill 
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NEW FALL SCHEDULE-- 

 

“THE BROWN BAG DISCUSSION GROUP”  MEETS ON MONDAY AT 12:00 PM.  
WE WILL COMPLETE DISCUSSING THE BOOK, “TWELVE STEPS TO A        
COMPASSIONATE LIFE” BEFORE SELECTING ANOTHER BOOK. ALL ARE 
WELCOME. 

 
 

THE WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY SUNDAY MORNING AT 9:00 A.M. WILL CONTINUE 
UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF JUDY WHEELER RESUMING SEPTEMBER 11, 
2016. 

 
 

THE TUESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY WILL TAKE PLACE ON THE FIRST AND 
THIRD TUESDAYS OF THE MONTH.  THE FIRST TUESDAY WE WILL BE        
DISCUSSING SECTIONS OF “READING THE   BIBLE THROUGH THIRD WORLD 
EYES” BY Robert Macafee Brown. 

THE THIRD TUESDAY WILL FEATURE A FORUM/PRESENTATION ON A       
CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUE  IN A BIBLICAL CONTEXT AND TAKE PLACE 
RIGHT AFTER THE PASTA DINNER.   

 

 

                                              2016 Pledge Income                                        

   

Anticipated, based on pledges:              $ 61,653.08 

Received:                                        $  66,228.95 

Ahead:                                                                        $4,575.87 

 

(as of July 31 2016) 
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  EMMANUEL’S 125TH ANNIVERSARY WEEK-END …  
  
Saturday, November 12th, 2016 
Late afternoon … Concert featuring Linda Sweetman-Waters and Dr. Edward           
Schmiedecke, Liz Ludwig and Dave Dallon  in addition to others, followed by brief          
reception, and then a  Saturday Night Supper for members and invited guests. Please 
RSVP by Oct. 15 by calling church office 201 444-7300 
Sunday, November 13th, 2016 Heritage Sunday  – Worship at 10:30, followed by catered 
luncheon and program for members and invited guests.  Please RSVP by Oct. 15 by calling 
church office 201 444-7300 

These are exciting times at Emmanuel!  Sunday, September 25th, we opened the Time 
Capsule that was buried in 1999!  We are developing a portable mechanism whereby all 
the items buried in the capsule will be displayed.  

Update: 

We are also gathering item for the Time Capsule which  will be buried after our                 
Anniversary Week-end, so put your thinking caps on.  

 

Saturday, November 12th  2:30 Dedication of Anniversary Tree and Peace Lounge
  

 3:30  Concert 

     4:30  Reception  

     5:15 Lasagna Dinner in Heritage Hall  

                                                             (by reservation for invited guests and congregants)  

 

Sunday, November 13th   10:30  Worship 

     Noon Catered Luncheon in Peace Lounge  

                                                 ($15, by reservation, Complimentary for guests) 
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Update- 10.1.16  From the Communications Director 
 
The Communications Policy Manual was adopted at the Church Council meeting. 
Copies are available in the church office. 
 
The new website redesign is underway. Bar Regev and Hadar Cohen of Intrigate have been contracted to work on 
website redesign.  All aspects of website redesign from web content, photos, SEO, etc. are being considered. New 
website domain name, www.emmanuelridgewood.org, was purchased and will be integrated with the current do-
main name, www.ebridgewood.org. 
 
 
The Community Pasta Dinner and the Oktoberfest have been publicized and are available on North Jersey’s event 
network for viewing. Check out the Oktoberfest event listing: http://northjersey.spingo.com/mobile/events/5838092. 
Check out the Community Pasta Dinner event listing: http://northjersey.spingo.com/mobile/events/5905063 
 
Oktoberfest was publicized on the Ridgewood Chamber of Commerce website: http://www.ridgewoodchamber.com/
events/details.php?month=10&event=1376 
 
 
Emmanuel participated in the Ridgewood town-wide festivities, the Fall Craft Fair and the Ridgewood Veterinary    
Hospital’s Adopt a Pet Day on September 18th. Emmanuel offered pet blessings in collaboration with the Ridgewood 
Veterinary Hospital for the Adopt a Pet Day. Announcements for the pet blessings were done over the loudspeaker at 
the Ridgewood Veterinary Hospital. The event was publicized in a variety of ways including Facebook,               
NorthJersey.com, and even on the Ridgewood Veterinary Hospital’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
Ridgewoodvet 
 
 
Pastor Ken, Hope Ehman, Joan Massler, Martin Massler, the Massler’s dog, Louis, were featured on the Ridgewood 
Veterinary Hospital’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Ridgewoodvet 
 
 
Press Releases for several events were sent to The Record, The Ridgewood News, Suburban News- Village News, The 
Glen Rock Gazette, Pascack Valley Community Life, Pascack Press, Hawthorne Press, etc. If you happen to see         
Emmanuel featured in the newspaper, please bring the article or newspaper clipping to the Church office for our me-
dia archives. 
 
Emmanuel’s 1999 Time Capsule was unearthed and opened on September 25th. The congregation is asked to supply 
ideas and items for the next time capsule that will be buried. Please contact Marilyn Clark and Lee Ehman. 
 
Emmanuel’s 125 Year Celebration program is being planned and coordinated with Marilyn Clark. 
 
The Congregation has been asked to supply 125 Reasons why they love, like, and enjoy Emmanuel for our social media 
pages as well as for the 125 Year Celebration. In working together to publicize the church, please email your              
responses to jessicaf@ebcridgewood.org 
 
Our Social Media Campaign is underway. Please follow, subscribe, and like us on our Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/EBCRidgewood/. Friend our Facebook profile as well. Subscribe to Emmanuel’s YouTube       
Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOj2Z_9lvRFalQmYo6vM8VQ  

http://www.ebridgewood.org
http://northjersey.spingo.com/mobile/events/5838092
http://northjersey.spingo.com/mobile/events/5905063
http://www.ridgewoodchamber.com/events/details.php?month=10&event=1376
http://www.ridgewoodchamber.com/events/details.php?month=10&event=1376
https://www.facebook.com/EBCRidgewood/
https://www.facebook.com/EBCRidgewood/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOj2Z_9lvRFalQmYo6vM8VQ
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EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH OFFERED PET BLESSINGS AT ADOPT A PET DAY  

Emmanuel Baptist Church offered complimentary pet blessings on Sunday, September 18th in         
collaboration with Ridgewood Veterinary Hospital’s Adopt a Pet Day. Rev. Dr. Kenneth Gill of       
Emmanuel presided over the pet blessings and blessed several adopted animals as well as their 
guardians. Rev. Gill stated, “It was a great joy to have our first pet blessing event at Emmanuel. We 
prayed for the good health of the pets, good caregiving by the new owners, and abundant joy in 
the home.” Emmanuel Congregation members, Joan and Martin Massler, adopted a 7 year old        
terrier dog named, Louis, at the Adopt a Pet Day and brought the dog to Emmanuel to be blessed 
by Rev. Gill. The Massler family missed having a dog and looked forward to the Adopt a Pet Day and 
the pet blessings at Emmanuel. Joan Massler stated, “We were excited about the pet blessings at             
Emmanuel. Pastor Ken Gill is wonderful. We love our new dog, Louis, and the joy he brings us.”   
Emmanuel provided complimentary blessing certificates for the blessed pets. Emmanuel is located 
at 14 Hope Street, at the corner of Hope Street and East Ridgewood Avenue, Ridgewood, NJ.       
Emmanuel, founded in 1891, is celebrating its 125th Anniversary Year.  
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              Wider Circle of Prayer & Prayer Group 

 
 
 
 

Monday Nights: 
 
Starting from the beginning of:  
We Make the Road by Walking: Alive in the Story of Creation 
 

9/26- 10/2   Plotting Goodness       Ch 6 
10/3-10/9    It’s Not Too Late         Ch 7 
10/10- 16     Rivalry or Reconciliation?   Ch 8  

 

  

       
   Bible in the Contemporary World with the Pastor 

                                                  

ADULT CLASS ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 

Toward a Just, Generous, and Loving Way of Life.” 

Join us each Sunday at 9:15 for our fall series, as we reflect on the Christian 
life as a just and generous way of life, rooted in  contemplation and         
expressed in compassion, dedicated to beloved community for all---a loving 
way of life. 

Each week we will reflect on Biblical passages and on a chapter from our    
resource book, The Great Spiritual Migration, by Brian D. McLaren. 

 

 Oct. 2—I John 3 and 4 

Oct. 9—John 2: 13-22 

Oct. 16-- Matthew 5-7 

    Oct. 23—I Corinthians 13 

      Oct. 30—Romans 13: 8-10 

The Tuesday night  Bible study will take place on the first and third Tuesday of the month.  The first 
Tuesday we will be discussing sections of  “Reading the  Bible through Third World Eyes” BY Robert 
Macafee Brown.  The third Tuesday will feature a forum/presentation on a contemporary social issue 
in a biblical context, and take place right after the Pasta Dinner.   
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Preparations are underway for the Crop Walk on October 16.  This is an annual project for EBC and as 
much as $2500 has been raised in the past for feeding the hungry.  Walkers and sponsors will be  
needed and the children will be participating. Walkers are asked to bring jars of peanut butter for our 
food collection for Center for Food Action. Are you still wondering why you should get involved?  See 
the commonly asked questions: 

 What are CROP hungry walks? Neighbors walking together to take a stand against hunger on our 
world.  Different ages, faiths and background-together we raise awareness and funds for               
international relief and development as well as local hunger-fighting. some 2,000 communities 
across the country take part each year.   

 What's the point of the walking?  Hungry people in developing countries typically walk as much as 
six miles a day to get food, water and fuel, and to take their goods to market. We walk to be in     
solidarity with their struggle for existence.  We walk because we want to end hunger - one step at a 
time. 

 Where  does the money go? CROP Hunger walk help fight hunger and poverty locally and globally, 
with 25 percent of what a CROP Hunger Walk raises assisting local good banks-CFA, pantries,      
community gardens, and others hunger-fighting initiatives,  In the last 20 years, CROP Hunger 
Walks have raised more than $295 million to assist around the block and around the world those 
struggling to feed their families. 

Joan will be available during Hospitality time ( coffee hour) to provide information, solicitation      

packets for walkers, and sponsors.  

 The Social Justice Committee will sponsor a discussion on the upcoming election after the 

monthly pasta dinner on Tuesday, October 18th,  The meeting will be in the library and all are 

invited.   

   In November, there will be two emphases.  First,  we will be taking the World Mission   

Offering to support the 110 Missionaries around the world who are sponsored by International 

Ministries of ABCUSA.  This year your contribution will be doubled because of a special campaign 

initiated by the new Executive Director, Sharon Koh called "I AM IM".   

  The second emphasis will be to collect food for Thanksgiving baskets for the needy that 

are prepared by the Center for Food Action.  A list of items requested will be provided.   

   The regular food collection up until the Crop Walk will go to CFFA  and the remainder of 

the month's food will go to Ridgewood Social Services 

If 

y

o

 
 
Sunday School has begun and is held during Church Service.      
 



9 

            

2016 Virtual Mission Encounters Sponsored by American Baptist Women’s Ministries                                         

Learn about critical issues with impact upon women and girls—right from your own home!                      
“See...the Beloved Community” March 7-11, 2016 “Do not be conformed to this world,” we are         
instructed by Scripture, “but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern 
what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect,” (Romans 12:2 NRSV). Based on 
the 2015-2016 national mission focus of AB Women’s Ministries, this virtual mission encounter for 
women reminds us that we are invited into a transformative relationship with God through Jesus 
Christ and, through that relationship, we are then called back into the world to bring about Beloved 
Community.  

“See...the Suffering” October 3-7, 2016 Based on 2013 statistics, illicit drug use in the United States 
has been increasing. In that year, an estimated 24.6 million Americans aged 12 or older had used an 
illicit drug in the past month, an increase from 2012 statistics. Although most people use drugs for the 
first time as teenagers, and is highest among people in their late teens or twenties, illicit drug use is 
increasing among people in their fifties and sixties. Drug addiction is a disease that affects families in 
our communities and our congregations. Explore how our faith calls us to respond. Emailed daily    
activities for you to do within the normal schedule of your day; evening conference calls with special 
guests; meeting others online who share your passion for mission…. All you need is an Internet      
connection, an email address, and a phone!  

Each event is $30 per person. Visit www.abwministries.org/vme for more information, speakers and 
bios, and online.  
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Women of Emmanuel 
The Welcome Back Luncheon, hosted by Women of Emmanuel, was a great success!  Adding to the         
wonderful afternoon was a presentation by Connie Buckler-Gill, which everyone  enjoyed!  
WE Executive meetings will be Tuesday, October 4th and Tuesday, November 1st,  both at 10 a.m. 
 

 

  

Women’s Reflection Group 

“Walking in the Spirit of God” 

“Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead… 
be at peace, and simply be.” 

Join us on Oct. 23rd at 7 pm in the Peace Lounge 
as we share Biblical reflections and mutual support  

during this busy fall season. 

September Readers’ Choice took place at the Unitarian Society where we heard 
a discussion of Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson. The discussion was led by the 
head of the Bergen County Public Defender’s Office and it was a most            
meaningful evening.   November 18th will be at Kathleen Gaul’s where we’ll      
discuss, “All the Light We Cannot See” by Anthony  Doerr. 

 

 

                                            

The Community Pasta Dinner  

THE COMMUNITY PASTA DINNER is scheduled for October 18, at 6 p.m.  
Please come and bring friends.  It is nice to know attendance ahead of time in 
order to plan accordingly, so please call either the church office, 201-444-7300,                 
or Marilyn, 201-391-4720.  

CULTURES and FRIENDSHIP INTERNATIONAL 
Celebrating 31 years of international friendships! 

Join us for our October programs: 
Oct. 5:  The Music of Schumann with Lou Hinchliffe 

Oct. 19:  Japanese Cooking with Hiromi Brett and Kazue Maeyama 

                                           Men’s Fellowship 
 

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast will be Saturday, October 29 at 9:00 am 
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Do you have an idea, thought or topic that you would like to share in our monthly 

newsletter? If so please send your submission for Expectations to the church office 

at office@ebcridgewood.org. 

 

If you are interested in being a part of the church choir and can make a       

commitment to attending practice on Wednesday nights please contact    

John Giresi at 201 906-3717 or email: giresijo@yahoo.com  

 

Let’s Recycle….Please consider donating your used eyeglasses. 

Box is located in library.  

 
The Brown Bag Discussion Group 

Monday at 12:00 pm.   
 

We are reading Karen Armstrong’s book                                                        
12 Steps to a Compassionate Life. 

 

Join us for a stimulating discussion on books ranging from religion         

& culture, theology, politics and current affairs. Bring a lunch. 

All are welcome.  

 

ESL Community Outreach Program 

Each Thursday evening at 7:30 English language learners practice speaking, 

reading, and writing skills in a small group setting. 

All are welcome. 
AT 12:00 AND WILL 

SECTIONS OF “READING THE BIBLE THROUGH THIRD WORLD EYES” BY Robert Macafee 

as a project associated with 
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 MILLENNIAL FAITH LEADERS ADDRESS GUN VIOLENCE 

 

The Riverside Church in NYC will host a one-day workshop 
on this critical issue on Oct.6-7.  To participate or sponsor, see 
www.godandguns2016.com 

 

 

 

 

                     

          Social Justice Forum 

       

 

 

Following the Pasta Community Dinner on Oct. 18th 
join in a discussion of the Presidential Debates, the 

upcoming Election, and criteria we use to choose. All are welcome. 
  

                                     

                                                                                              

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Interfaith Service on Oct. 16 at 7 pm with the Friends to Friends 
Congregation 
at the First Reformed Church, 303 Prospect St., Ridgewood 
All are invited to this special service as we conclude the "Access 
Ridgewood Weekend" 
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December 5-7 (Mon.-Wed.)  Lancaster Show Trip and the Dutch Country - $321 per person, double            
occupancy.  Please contact Marilyn (201-391-4720) if interested.   

 Motorcoach transportation 

 2 nights lodging 

 4 meals, 2 breakfasts, 2 dinners 

 Samson at the Sight and Sound  Theater – One of the most captivating stories in the Bible, the musical 
will take place on one of the world’s largest live performance stages. 

 Christmas Wonderland  musical show will take place at the American Music Theatre 

 Kitchen Kettle Village 

 Landis Valley Museum 

 Guided tour of Lancaster 

Gratuities included 

 

 

 

Be a part of Emmanuel's next Time Capsule! 
 

Put on your thinking caps about what you would like to put into the next time cap-
sule.  The Committee will be soliciting your ideas and items, such as programs, 
photographs, and mementos to be placed in the time capsule. Please con-
tact Marilyn Clark at 201-391-4720 and Lee Ehman at 973-427-9606 about your ide-
as and submissions for the next time capsule.  

tel:201-391-4720
tel:973-427-9606
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1– Suann Aitchison 

5 Justin Kuo 

12-  Joan Massler 

19 - June Boswick 

27 -  Joseph Osborne 

31– Elaine Hamill 

          October Birthdays 

Meetings 

We are no longer having the all board meetings on the 2nd Monday of each month .  Individual ministry groups  and 

committees can convene at their own discretion.  

Baptism—Anyone interested in being baptized please contact Pastor Gill or one of the deacons. 

EMMANUEL VISION STATEMENT 

A growing community, celebrating the rich diversity of God’s people and treasuring our    

common humanity, sharing and learning about Christ’s love in the contemporary world through    

worship, spiritual disciplines, intellectual study, mission work, social and environmental justice,      

advocacy and artistic, interfaith and multicultural experiences. We welcome everyone’s company    

at our table, as Jesus did.                                                                                                                         

(Revised December 7, 2014 with input from the Congregation) 

  

A Special thank you  to Frank Soto for volunteering his talent 

and time in making our beautiful “Pet Blessing” signage 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

1 

 

5:00 pm 

Oktoberfest 

2                     
9:15 Adult        
Sunday School 
10:30 am        
Worship  
12:00 pm  Choir 
Practice  

3 

12:00 noon   
Discussion 
Group 

 

4 

10:00 am WE 
Executive Mtg 

7:00 pm       
Bible Study 

 

5 

10:30 am CFI 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

6 

 

  

7:30 pm ESL 

7 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

8 

 

9 
 
9:15 Adult        
Sunday School 
10:30 am         
Worship  
Welcome Back  
Luncheon 
12:00 pm Choir 
Practice 
 

10 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

11 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

 
 

13 

 

  

7:30 pm ESL 

14 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

15 

 

 

16 
CROP WALK 
9:15 Adult       
Sunday School 
10:30 am       
Worship—Pastor 
Judy preaching 
12:00 pm Choir 
Practice 
 

17 

12:00 noon   
Discussion 
Group 

 

 
7:30 pm        
Prayer Group 

18 

6:00 pm       
Community 
Pasta Dinner 
 
7:00 pm       
Bible Study-
Social Justice 
Forum 
 

19 

10:30 am CFI 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

20 

 

 

  

7:30 pm ESL 

21 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

22 

 

23  

9:15 Adult       
Sunday School      
10:30 am        
Worship         
12:00 pm Choir 
Practice                   
7 pm  Women’s 
Reflection Grp 

       

   

30   9:15 Adult       
Sunday School      
10:30 am        
Worship         
12:00 pm Choir 
Practice          

    

24 

12:00 noon   
Discussion 
Group 

 

7:30 pm       
Council Mtg 

 

 

31 

12:00 noon   
Discussion 
Group 

25 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

 
 

27 

 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

28 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

29 

 


