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       Emmanuel’s Vision Statement              

 

A growing community, celebrating the rich diversity of God’s               

people and treasuring our common humanity, sharing and                

learning about Christ’s love in the contemporary world through       

worship, spiritual disciplines,  intellectual study, mission work,            

social and environmental justice advocacy and artistic, interfaith        

and multicultural  experiences.                                                                                    

We welcome everyone’s company at our table, as Jesus did.    

 

       THE MINISTRY AT EM  
  

        Ministers 
  

         Members of the Congregation 
  

       Senior Minister 

    Pastor Kenneth Gill 
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On Planting Trees and Having Faith 
 
The prophet Habakkuk is often incorrectly quoted.  Although it makes for a good sermon to translate the 
well known passage in Hab. 2:4  as “The just shall live by faith”, the more accurate translation would  be: 
“The just shall live by faithfulness”  The emphasis here is on dedicated, persistent and faithful living by 
the “godly” values and principles contained in Holy Scripture. It implies the need for consecrated service 
and to be faithful to the law of love, justice and mercy even when it cost us something or even when we 
never reap the benefits of that  faithfulness. 
 
Someone once told me that living by “faith” is illustrated by the person who plants a tree when they 
know they will never sit under its shade.  Emmanuel has had a long history of faithful servant leaders who 
gave for the benefit of future generations.  They were able to see beyond their limited lifespans and give 
beyond their own self-interest in a way that  would create a lasting and hopeful future. 
 
On the eve of Emmanuel’s 125th anniversary, we are not only remembering the past but celebrating the 
present and anticipating a future, which many of us know we’ll not be around to enjoy.    As another 
prophet, Ecclesiastes, declared: “Such is life.”  We know that our tenure on this earth is a brief and       
transitory one but,  nevertheless,  that fact  should not prevent us from living all we can and doing all we 
can so as to  make this world a little  better than we found it.   
 
The person for whom our Peace Lounge was named, Carl Tiller, was a passionate worker for peace and 
justice but if all we do is enjoy nice dinners and conversation in that lounge, we have not honored           
Mr. Tiller’s legacy.  It is up to our generation to live faithfully  and to  build our own heritage of peace and 
justice in a world which is sorely in need of hearing the advice of prophets like Habakkuk, Jeremiah, 
Amos, Micah and Jesus.   
 
As I age, I think about what I can do now to influence the world I inhabit and how to leave it a slightly   
better place for those I care about. One of  anniversary projects is the renovation of the Peace Lounge 
and the possibility of planting a new tree or two or three on the Hope Street side of the church.  Maybe 
you would like to sponsor such a tree and we’ll have it planted for you...and remember: “The just shall 
live by faithfulness.”   

 
 

Thoughts  From 
 

Pastor Gill 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW FALL SCHEDULE-- 

 
 

THE THURSDAY DISCUSSION GROUP WILL BE MOVED TO MONDAYS  AT 
12:00 AND WILL BE REFERRED TO AS “THE BROWN BAG DISCUSSION 
GROUP”  WE WILL COMPLETE DISCUSSING THE BOOK, “TWELVE STEPS TO 
A COMPASSIONATE LIFE” BEFORE SELECTING ANOTHER BOOK. ALL ARE 
WELCOME. 

 
 

THE WEEKLY BIBLE STUDY SUNDAY MORNING AT 9:00 A.M. WILL CONTINUE 
UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF JUDY WHEELER RESUMING SEPTEMBER 11, 
2016. 

 
 

THE TUESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY WILL TAKE PLACE ON THE FIRST AND 
THIRD TUESDAYS OF THE MONTH.  THE FIRST TUESDAY WE WILL BE        
DISCUSSING SECTIONS OF “READING THE   BIBLE THROUGH THIRD WORLD 
EYES” BY Robert Macafee Brown. 

THE SECOND TUESDAY WILL FEATURE A FORUM/PRESENTATION ON A    
CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL ISSUE  IN A BIBLICAL CONTEXT AND TAKE PLACE 
RIGHT AFTER THE PASTA DINNER.   

 
 

THE PEACE LOUNGE RENNOVATION 

 
 

We are all excited about the renovation of the Peace Lounge as a project          
associated with our 125th anniversary.  The committee of Janet Poinsette, Marie 
Krieger and Florence Degelman has worked hard to put together a very        
beautiful and cost effective plan.   The project will take through October to   
complete so all activities and meetings will have to take place in other spaces 
until then.  Thank you for your patience. 



   

EMMANUEL’S 125TH ANNIVERSARY WEEK-END …  
  
Saturday, November 12th, 2016 
Late afternoon … Concert featuring Linda Sweetman-Waters and Dr. Edward           
Schmiedecke, Liz Ludwig and Dave Dallon  in addition to others, followed by brief recep-
tion, and then a  Saturday Night Supper for members and invited guests. 
Sunday, November 13th, 2016 Heritage Sunday  – Worship at 10:30, followed by catered 
luncheon and program for members and invited guests. 

 

The 2017 Stewardship Campaign is currently underway with the council members and 
will be with the board members, committee members, and members of the congrega-
tion soon. Please keep an eye on your mailboxes for all of the     stewardship materials 
and information.  
 
Please mark your calendars for Commitment Sunday, which will be on September 
25th.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns relating to the Stewardship Campaign, please 
contact Jessica Massler at 201-232-7398 or jessica.massler@gmail.com.  
 
We appreciate the support of everyone for 2017 Campaign.   

tel:201-232-7398
mailto:jessica.massler@gmail.com


 

 

The Men’s Fellowship of 

Emmanuel Baptist Church 

Presents an 

   OKTOBERFEST 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 1 

At 5:30 PM 

An evening of great food, music, and fellowship 

To support the Mission Projects of the fellowship 

Adults $15         Children  $8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
From the Communications Director 

 
We are excited to inform you about the ongoing projects and developments happening at Emmanuel: 

 

The new website redesign is underway. Bar Regev and Hadar Cohen of Intrigate have been contracted 
to work on website redesign.  All aspects of website redesign from web content, photos, SEO, etc. are 
being considered. 

 
 

The draft of the new Communications Policy is ready for consideration at the next Council meeting. 
 

 

The draft of the new Ushers Policy is ready to be presented at the next Council meeting. We are in 
need for new ushers and an orientation will be scheduled soon. 

 
 

Renovations in the Peace Lounge are moving along well and the project is going to be completed some 
time in October. In addition, the Pastor’s Lounge has been newly repainted. Thank you for your        
patience during this time. For safety precautions, we ask that you please do not walk through the Peace 
Lounge and Pastor’s Lounge during renovations. 

 
 

Nancy McPhee has volunteered to assist in the process of scanning Emmanuel’s two history books for 
the new website and the 125th anniversary celebration. Thank you for your help on this important      
project! 

 
 

The Community Pasta Dinner and the Oktoberfest have been publicized and are available on North 
Jersey’s event network for viewing. Check out the Oktoberfest event listing: http://
northjersey.spingo.com/mobile/events/5838092. Check out the Community Pasta Dinner event listing: 
http://northjersey.spingo.com/mobile/events/5831918 

 

 

Our Social Media Campaign is underway. Please follow, subscribe, and like us on our Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.com/EBCRidgewood/. Friend our Facebook profile as well. Subscribe to      
Emmanuel’s YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOj2Z_9lvRFalQmYo6vM8VQ 

 

 

We plan on welcoming Jessica Fargnoli, Communications Director, at Fellowship Coffee Hour on        
September 25th. 
 

http://northjersey.spingo.com/mobile/events/5838092
http://northjersey.spingo.com/mobile/events/5838092
http://northjersey.spingo.com/mobile/events/5831918
https://www.facebook.com/EBCRidgewood/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOj2Z_9lvRFalQmYo6vM8VQ


Dear Congregation and Friends, 
 
We are excited that our 125 year anniversary celebration is coming up soon!           
The Communications Ministry invites the entire congregation to be a part of our    
social media campaign. 
 
As part of our rebranding campaign, we request 125 reasons why you like               
Emmanuel. We propose that each congregation member and friend offer as many 
as 5 reasons why you like and enjoy Emmanuel. We will compile your submissions 
and feature them on our Emmanuel Facebook page as part of our social media    
campaign.   
 
Please bring your submissions to the Church Office or via email to                                
jessicaf@ebcridgewood.org by September 15th. Follow, Like, and Subscribe to    
Emmanuel’s Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/EBCRidgewood/ and see 
the submissions as they are posted and published. 

 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Fargnoli 
Communications Director 
 

mailto:jessicaf@ebcridgewood.org
https://www.facebook.com/EBCRidgewood/


      

       Wider Circle of Prayer & Prayer Group 

 
 
 
 

Monday Nights: 
 
Starting from the beginning of:  
We Make the Road by Walking: Alive in the Story of Creation 
 

8/29-9/4      Being Human  Ch 3    
9/5-9/11       A World of Meaning Ch 4  
9/17              Prayer Group 7:30-9:00 pm                     
9/12-9/18    Drama of Desire 
9/19-25        In Over Our Heads 
9/26- 10/1   Plotting Goodness  
 

 

  

 

                                                  

 

ADULT CLASS ON SUNDAY MORNINGS 

Join us each Sunday at 9:15 in the Peace Lounge 
for Biblical reflection to equip us 
 to live faithfully in today’s times. 

 
The Tuesday night  Bible study will take place on the first and third Tuesday of the month.  The first 
Tuesday we will be discussing sections of  “Reading the  Bible through Third World Eyes” BY Robert 
Macafee Brown.  The third  Tuesday will feature a forum/presentation on a contemporary social issue 
in a biblical context, and take place right after the Pasta Dinner.   



 

 
 
 

The Mission Board will be promoting Bread for the World in September. This is a collective Christian-

Voice urging our nation’s decision makers to end hunger at home and abroad. It has been working on 

this problem for 40 years.   We will join thousands of churches in an Offering of Letters to Senators 

and Congressmen asking their support for specific legislation.  We will see a video and have bulletin 

inserts. There will be sample letters available and explanations as to how to accomplish this mission 

online very quickly. Sept. 18th and 25th are the target dates. Watch for additional updates. 

   Emmanuel will be hosting Family Promise at the United Methodist Church on Sept. 9th and 10th.  This 

is a program housing homeless families that is shared by several churches. Our responsibilities include 

meals, entertainment and sleep-over hosts.  Anita Powell-Byrd chairs this effort and would welcome 

donations and on-site help. See Anita for details. 

There was a good response to the collection of school supplies for needy children.  These supplies 

and the food collection for August will be delivered to The Center for Food Action by Martin and Joan 

Massler.  Volunteers to help deliver monthly food collection to Ridgewood or CFFA are needed. 

We look forward to the annual CROP Walk on October 16th.  Joan Massler will be chairing this cam-

paign to raise money to fight hunger through Church World Service.  Walkers and sponsors will be 

needed.  Emmanuel usually raises over $2000 for this worthwhile cause. 

Our special Missionary Lauran Bethell will be celebrating a birthday on Sept. 18th.  We include regular 

donations to support Lauran’s work to prevent human trafficking in our Mission  Budget and she visits 

Emmanuel from time to time to talk about her work.  Nancy Shaver will provide a card for you to sign 

on an upcoming Sunday. 

If 

y

o

It's that time again.....Sunday School resumes on September 11 during Church Service.      
CE is looking forward to seeing everyone!  
 
Plan on attending Family Bowling Sunday afternoon, Sept. 25.   Everyone will meet after coffee 
hour.  Adults and kids alike, come join the fun.  Please advise the office of your plans to attend 
or Lee Ehman at ownleeme@optonline.net by Sept. 20.   

mailto:ownleeme@optonline.net


            
2016 Virtual Mission Encounters Sponsored by American Baptist Women’s Ministries                                         

Learn about critical issues with impact upon women and girls—right from your own home!                      
“See...the Beloved Community” March 7-11, 2016 “Do not be conformed to this world,” we are  instructed by 
Scripture, “but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 
God—what is good and acceptable and perfect,” (Romans 12:2 NRSV). Based on the 2015-2016 national mission 
focus of AB Women’s Ministries, this virtual mission encounter for women reminds us that we are invited into 
a transformative relationship with God through Jesus Christ and, through that relationship, we are then called 
back into the world to bring about Beloved Community.  

“See...the Suffering” October 3-7, 2016 Based on 2013 statistics, illicit drug use in the United States has been 
increasing. In that year, an estimated 24.6 million Americans aged 12 or older had used an illicit drug in the past 
month, an increase from 2012 statistics. Although most people use drugs for the first time as teenagers, and is 
highest among people in their late teens or twenties, illicit drug use is increasing among people in their fifties 
and sixties. Drug addiction is a disease that affects families in our communities and our congregations. Explore 
how our faith calls us to respond. Emailed daily    activities for you to do within the normal schedule of your 
day; evening conference calls with special guests; meeting others online who share your passion for mission…. 
All you need is an Internet      connection, an email address, and a phone!  

Each event is $30 per person. Visit www.abwministries.org/vme for more information, speakers and bios, and 
online.  

 
                                                                                                                                2016 Offering Of Letters 
 
 
Congress continues to be in recess this month, but that doesn't mean our work stops. We are getting geared up for their 
return in September. While both the House and Senate have recommended the same funding level for global nutrition as 
last year — $125 million — the two chambers will have to conference this fall in order to reach agreements on all funding 
accounts  
 
Unfortunately, global nutrition programs won't get $230 million this year, but any increase negotiators can provide will 
help. Just an extra $5 million could help hundreds of thousands of women and children get the nutrition they need to sur-
vive and thrive. U.S. funding for global nutrition increased during the final moments of last year's budget process — it is 
possible an increase could happen again!  
 
Let Congress know that global nutrition is important to you. Call or email your members of Congress today and ask them 
to increase funding for global nutrition programs.  
 
The work we do this fall is crucial to ensuring that we get an increase in global nutrition programs. The 2016 Offering of Let-
ters is not over yet — we can still make a difference in the lives of women and children around the world!  
 
Thank you,   
 
Jordan Teague MPH  
International Policy Analyst, Bread for the World  

 

http://act.bread.org/site/R?i=YyY-trC7BYvQ3nC-4b5-9w


 

Women of Emmanuel 
 Welcome Back Luncheon 
               Sunday Sept. 11  
             Following Worship sponsored by the  Women of Emmanuel.   

        Please RSVP to Marilyn, 201-391-4720, if you have not  already signed up. 
  Special presentation by Connie Buckler– Gill 

 

  

Women’s Reflection Group 

“Walking in the Spirit of God” 

Join us on Sept 25th at 7 pm in the Library 
for Biblical reflection and mutual support 

as we begin the busy fall season. 
“Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead…be at peace, and 

simply be.” 

 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE FOR Readers’ Choice.  In light of the wonderful          
presentation by the Unitarian Society of Ridgewood several weeks ago, we will join 
their  book discussion on Friday, September 23rd, at 7 p.m.  The book is Just Mercy 
by  Bryan Stevenson. The Unitarian Society is located across the street from Stop 
and Shop on Franklin Ave. in Ridgewood.  Our discussion of Buckaneers by                
Edith Wharton will be rescheduled.   

                                            

The Community Pasta Dinner  

THE COMMUNITY PASTA DINNER is scheduled for September 20, at 6 p.m.  
Please come and bring friends.  It is nice to know attendance ahead of time in 
order to plan accordingly, so please call either the church office, 201-444-7300, 
or Marilyn, 201-391-4720.  

CULTURES and FRIENDSHIP INTERNATIONAL 

Celebrating 31 years of international friendships!  
Join us for the Welcome Back Luncheon on 

Sept. 21st at 11 in the Library. 

Men’s Fellowship 
Our Men's Fellowship will be collecting gently used men's clothing           

and new underwear and socks for the Good Shepherd Mission during                      
September.  Please leave your donations in the corridor leading to the 

chapel.  
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast will be Saturday, Aug 6th at 9:00 am 



 

Do you have an idea, thought or topic that you would like to share in our monthly 

newsletter? If so please send your submission for Expectations to the church office 

at office@ebcridgewood.org. 

 

If you would like to join the choir, we have a shortened rehearsal at 12 pm on    

Sundays, after a brief fellowship time.  Our goal is to present an anthem once 

a month (in robes), and we always welcome new (or returning) voices. 

 

Let’s Recycle….Please consider donating your used eyeglasses. 

Box is located in library.  

 
The Brown Bag Discussion Group 

Monday at 12:00 pm.  Starting Sept 12 
 

We are reading Karen Armstrong’s book                                                        
12 Steps to a Compassionate Life. 

 

Join us for a stimulating discussion on books ranging from religion         

& culture, theology, politics and current affairs. Bring a lunch. 

All are welcome.  

 

ESL Community Outreach Program 

Fall sessions begin on Sept. 8th at 7:30. Participants enjoy practicing speaking, reading, 
and writing skills in a small group setting.  All are welcome. AT 12:00 AND WILL 

SECTIONS OF “READING THE BIBLE THROUGH THIRD WORLD EYES” BY Robert Macafee 

as a project associated with 



 

 

   

 

 

                                                              

                 Social Justice Forum 

       

 

 

Following the Pasta Community Dinner on Sept. 20th, join us in the Library                                                                        
as we focus on “Race, Racism, and White Privilege.”   We will view and discuss the DVD by Tim Wise 

 

 

 

 

 

MILLENNIAL FAITH LEADERS ADDRESS GUN VIOLENCE 

 

The Riverside Church in NYC will host a one-day workshop 

on this critical issue on Oct.6-7. 

To participate or sponsor, see www.godandguns2016.com 

 

 

 

 

A 
Special Invitation 

 

Metropolitan A.M.E Zion Church, 259 S. Board St Ridgewood, NJ  invites you to their  

Annual  Labor Day Picnic 

Monday , Sept 5, 2016                    12:00 noon –5:00 pm   $15 pp 

 

                                     

                                                                                              

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

December 5-7 (Mon.-Wed.)  Lancaster Show Trip and the Dutch Country - $321 per person, double            
occupancy.  Please contact Marilyn (201-391-4720) if interested.   

 Motorcoach transportation 

 2 nights lodging 

 4 meals, 2 breakfasts, 2 dinners 

 Samson at the Sight and Sound  Theater – One of the most captivating stories in the Bible, the musical 
will take place on one of the world’s largest live performance stages. 

 Christmas Wonderland  musical show will take place at the American Music Theatre 

 Kitchen Kettle Village 

 Landis Valley Museum 

 Guided tour of Lancaster 

Gratuities included 

 

Coffee hour hosted by Christian Ed honoring Shaina Plowman.  We wish her well as she begins the next 
chapter of her journey. 



 

4– Marilyn Thomas 

6 Napoleon Davila 

13-  Sharon Brockway 

16-  Marilyn Clark 

     Connie Gill 

18 - Lauran Bethell 

22 -  Marek Jura 

25—Audrey Cocheo 

 

 August Anniversary 

 29-  Anita Powell-Byrd & Rick Byrd  

 

          September Birthdays 

Meetings 

We are no longer having the all board meeting on  the 2nd Monday of each month .  Individual mini 

groups and committees can convene at their  own discretion.  

EMMANUEL VISION STATEMENT 

A growing community, celebrating the rich diversity of God’s people and treasuring our    

common humanity, sharing and learning about Christ’s love in the contemporary world through    

worship, spiritual disciplines, intellectual study, mission work, social and environmental justice,      

advocacy and artistic, interfaith and multicultural experiences. We welcome everyone’s company    

at our table, as Jesus did.                                                                                                                         

(Revised December 7, 2014 with input from the Congregation) 



  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28 

10:30 am           
Worship       

 

29 

 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

31 

 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

1 

12:00 noon   
Discussion 
Group 

  

No ESL 

2 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

3 

 

4                     
 
10:30 am      
Worship  
12:00 pm Choir 
Practice 

5 

 

 

Office Closed 

6 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Bible 
Study 

7 

 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

8 

 

  

 

7:30 pm ESL 

9 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

10 

9:00 am 
Men’s            
Fellowship 
Breakfast 

11 
9:15 Adult        
Sunday School 
10:30 am         
Worship  
Welcome Back  
Luncheon 
12:00 pm Choir 
Practice 
4:00 pm Crop 
Walk Mtg 

12 

12:00 noon   
Discussion 
Group 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

 

15 

 

  

 

7:30 pm ESL 

16 

 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

17 

 

 

18 Bread for 
the World 
Offering    
 
9:15 Adult       
Sunday School 
10:30 am       
Worship  
12:00 pm Choir 
Practice 
 

19 

12:00 noon   
Discussion 
Group 

 

 
7:30 pm        
Prayer Group 

20 

6:00 pm       
Community 
Pasta Dinner 
 
7:00 pm Bible 
Study-Social 
Justice Forum 
 

 

21 

11:00 am CFI 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

  

 

7:30 pm ESL 

23 

 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

24 

ABNJ            
Conference 
 

25   BWO       
9:15 Adult       
Sunday School      
10:30 am        
Worship         
12:00 pm Choir 
Practice          
12:30 pm CE  
Bowling                
7 pm  Women’s 
Reflection Grp 

26 

12:00 noon   
Discussion 
Group 

 

 

7:30 pm       
Council Mtg 

27 

 

 

 

28 

 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

29 

 

 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

30 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

1 

 


