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EXPECTATIONS 

Emmanuel is a growing,      

welcoming, caring                

community, celebrating the 

rich diversity of God’s           

Creation, treasuring our             

common humanity and            

following the way of Christ’s 

love, justice and mercy in         

today’s world..  

 

The Ministry at Emmanuel 

 

Ministers 
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Senior Minister 

Pastor Kenneth Gil 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Table of Contents 

Welcome……………………….1 

Pastor’s Message………..…...2 

Church Ministries…………..3-6          

News/Celebration..………..6-12 
 
Calendar…………………..13-14 
 
Sunday Worship 10:30 am 
All are Welcome! 
 

 
 
 
www.emmanuelridgewood.org 
https://facebook.com/emmanuelridgewood 
Twitter.com/emmanuel07450 

Monthly Newsletter  July/August 2017 

 



2 

 

 

    
        
 
 
 

The Dog Days of Summer at Emmanuel  
 
 
I recently spent a few days with my very bright six year old grandson.  We    
developed this little game in which we explored the origins of etymology or 
certain funny sounding colloquial expressions.  We would think of one and 
then Google the phrase to find out what the original meaning was.  Some of 
his favorites were, “Cat’s got your tongue”, “It's raining cats and dogs” and “An arm and a leg.”     
You can look these up for yourself but I’ll give you the meaning of one; “The dog days of summer.”      
Actually this expression originally had nothing to do with dogs or the lazy days of summer.              
To the Greeks and Romans, the “dog days” occurred around the day when the constellation, Sirius         
appeared to rise just before the sun, in late July.  They referred to these days as the hottest         
time of the year.  
 
I bring this up because it seems to me that many churches and church folk do things and says 
things which may have had meaning at one time in the past but have been detached from their    
historical context and quite simply dosen’t make much sense today.  We often unconsciously and     
habitually repeat the same practices and traditions without asking what they really mean or meant or 
what purpose they really serve for our present time.  Why do we do what we do in church?  Is there 
a purpose worth being salvaged and celebrated as we practice our traditions? Is there meaning and  
vitality in the rituals we observe?  I find it quite interesting to reflect on why things in the church are 
the way they are and how we might organize in a way that better connects with 2017.   
 
When I first came to Emmanuel I noticed there were two short pews placed in the front of the church 
at floor level.  It was obvious that the wood did not match the rest of the architecture and              
aesthetically they did not compliment our beautiful sanctuary.  At the same time, while I was      
cleaning out the small chapel, I found two footprints on the carpet which perfectly matched those 
two small pews.  Apparently someone had removed them from the small chapel and placed them in 
the sanctuary.  I wanted the pews to be returned to their original location but before moving ahead 
with that task I wanted to know why they were moved in the first place.  I asked many of our long 
time members if they knew why and who had moved them and no one seemed to remember.       
Finally, I was in the sanctuary one day with Marek, our sexton, and I asked him.  He said, “I          
remember when that happened.  One day, about twenty years ago, one of the interim ministers     
decided he wanted to sit down in front of the church while communion was being served so he and  
I picked them up and moved them and they’ve been here ever since.”  
 
When we begin to ask why we do the things we do and why things are the way they are, we often 
get surprising answers.  We may then decide to make or not make a change, or to retire some      
activity or even language which no longer has value.  After we discovered the origins of the phrase 
“The cat’s got your tongue” with my grandson, I am inclined not to use that one so much anymore. 
Maybe there are some things in the church we need to relegate to the archival section.  
 
 

      Thoughts from Pastor Gill 
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                                                                  From the Communications Director  

 

Please see several projects, events, publicity, and social media underway at                                       

Emmanuel. 

Advertisements: Emmanuel placed an advertisement in the Ridgewood 

Football Schedule Posters to run from August 2017-November 2017. 

Business Cards: Business cards with church logo and contact information 

were designed, created, and ordered for the church. The purpose of this church    

business card is so that congregation members can invite friends, acquaintances, 

and anyone that they know to visit or attend events at the church.  

Website: Website (www.emmanuelridgewood.org) has been updated as     

needed. Press release page updated as needed.  

Social Media:  

A new church Meetup.com account was created for the Uncoupling Support Group.  The Uncoupling      

Support Group Meetup has 134 members in it.  

A new email address, socialmedia@emmanuelridgewood.org, was created to link all of the church's social 

media. Social Media has been updated as needed.  

As of this report, dated 7/6/17, here are the social media statistics: 

Facebook: Emmanuel’s Facebook profile has 225 friends in comparison to only 1 friend prior to my 

hiring.  Emmanuel’s Facebook Page has 137 likes. 

Twitter: Emmanuel's Twitter page has 22 Followers. If you are on Twitter, please follow the church at 

https://twitter.com/Emmanuel07450 

YouTube: Emmanuel's YouTube page has 13 Subscribers. Follow the church's Live Stream at 

www.TinyURL.com/EmmanuelStream 

Publicized Events (June 2017): 

** Please note that each event requires pre-event and post-event publicity depending on event needs.    

Publicity includes but is not limited to internal communication, press release, website slider and updates, 

Facebook event and posts, social media updates, program, flyers, and media outreach. 

Monthly Peace and Justice Forums (June  27th) 

Monthly Community Pasta Dinners (June 27th) 

Uncoupling Support Group (May 11th- June 1st)  

 

COMMUNICATIONS                 
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http://www.TinyURL.com/EmmanuelStream
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 The total collected for One Great Hour of Sharing was $743.  Hurray and thanks to all who     

donated to this worthy offering to help with disaster relief, refugees, and hunger both in this country 

and around the world.  

     The Mission Committee is beginning a collection of school supplies for needy children in this 

area and will be distributed by the Center for Food Action. Several backpacks have already been 

purchased and the collection will continue until the middle of August. The collection box is located 

under the Mission bulletin board along with a list of preferred items needed. In July and August, 

area stores often have very good prices on school supplies.  The list is as follows: Marble         

composition notebooks, spiral notebooks, loose leaf paper, glue sticks, highlighters, pencils, pens,  

crayons, colored pencils, 2-pocket folders, 3-ring binders, and backpacks. 

     In July, check the Mission bulletin board for the posting of thank you letters and notes received 

by Emmanuel in appreciation for the many contributions made to various organizations during the 

past year. 

     In August we look forward to receiving an offering to thank retired Ministers and Missionaries 

from ABCUSA for their service and to help with emergency needs. 

     The food collection for June will be delivered to Social Services of Ridgewood and Vicinity and 

the July collection will go to the Center for Food Action.  Food is badly needed in the summer when 

school is closed. 

     So far $6,815 has been collected toward the $10,000 pledge that Emmanuel made for the      

Cedars of Lebanon drive that is attempting to raise $2,020,000 by the year 2020 to help our State 

Baptist Camp continue to serve children in NJ.  If you made a pledge or are willing to help with this 

pledge, make checks to Emmanuel marked for “Cedars of Lebanon” 

     It was noted earlier that the former Executive Minister for ABCNJ, Rev. Lee Spitzer, is the new 

General Secretary of ABCUSA.  Rev. Elmo Familiaran is serving as Interim Executive of ABCNJ. 

MISSIONS 
 …………..at home and around the world 
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CULTURES AND FRIENSHIP INTERNATIONAL 

Celebrating 32 years of international friendships! 
         Meetings will resume in September. 

 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Looking Ahead 
July 22                Breakfast 9 AM 
August 3             Serve pizza at VBS  
September 16.    Breakfast 9 AM 
September 16     October 14   Men's Clothing Drive 
October 21.         Octoberfest  
 

 
 

WOMEN’S REFLECTION GROUP 

Join us on July 23rd at 7 in the Peace Lounge for Biblical  
Reflection and sharing as we “find the quiet center in the crowded 

life we lead…be at peace, and simply be.” 

 

 

No Pasta dinners for July and August. The next          
COMMUNITY PASTA DINNER is scheduled for Sept. 19th 
at 6 p.m.   Please come and bring friends.  It is nice to 
know attendance ahead of time in order to plan accordingly, so 
please call either the church office, 201-444-7300, or Marilyn, 
201-391-4720.  

 

 

The book for September is:  “A Man Called Ove” by Fredrik Backman . 
More details to follow.  Enjoy your summer and happy reading! 
 

 
 
 

ESL Community Outreach Program 
All are invited to our multicultural circle of learning 
English language skills when we resume classes 

in September. 
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       Congregants’ Corner 

 

 

 
“If people concentrated on the really important 
things in life, there’d be a shortage of fishing 
poles.”           - Doug Larson, American columnist 
Submitted by Sami 
 
 
Do you have an idea, thought or topic that you would like to share in our 
monthly newsletter?  If so please send your submissions for               
Expectations to the church office at office@emmanuelridgewood.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Brown Bag Discussion Group 

Monday at 12:00 pm 
 

Join us for a stimulating discussion on books ranging from  
religion & culture, theology, politics and current affairs.  

Bring a lunch. All are welcome. 
Currently discussing, Wages of Rebellion by Chris Hedges 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Pledge Income 5/31/17                        Current Year             Last Year 
Anticipated, based on pledges:             $  34,572.08 
Received:                                              $  41,387.59 
Ahead/(Shortfall)                                   $    6,815.51            $ 3,349.8 

 

The Women of Emmanuel and Jennifer Tu and 
her family celebrated the expected birth of a little 
girl at a baby shower on Saturday, June 17

th
! 

What fun to be together for such an exciting 
event, and we all look forward to welcoming this 
new addition to our church family! 
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Peace and Justice Forum Celebrates Our Common Humanity in the Face of 
Societal Polarization June 27, 2017 
 
Rabbi David Fine, Ph.D., Temple Israel in Ridgewood spoke at Emmanuel’s Peace and Justice 
Forum on “Racism,  Bigotry and Anti-Semitism” and several members of the Temple Israel     
congregation also participated. The evening also included comments from Rev. Jan Philips, 
Ridgewood Community Relations Board and Ridgewood Society of Friends,  Shaykh Moutaz 
Charaf, Imam of Zahra Islamic Center in Midland Park and his wife a public school teacher in 
Teaneck, Rev. Mack Brandon, Metropolitan AME Zion Church, Dr. Raj and Mrs. Jyoti Gandhi,  
the Hindu Society, Arya Samaj of NJ and Dr. Paul Sharar, retired NY YMCA Executive from 
Ridgewood United Methodist Church. We were joined by a representative of the Unitarian Society 
and many from Emmanuel.  Pastor Ken Gill, who led the discussion, offered a closing prayer we 
have often used in Emmanuel that expressed the unity of all humankind. 33 were in attendance.  

                             

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

               

          Rabbi David Fine, Ph.D.  Temple Israel                               Mrs. Charaf and Shaykh Moutaz Charaf   
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Our artist, Ruth Neu-
stadter, then a high 
school teacher in 
Newark, shared a sto-
ry that she was very 
upset when one of 
her students dropped 
garbage out of the 
window of her class-
room during class. 
She had the whole 
class march down 
three flights of stairs 
into the schoolyard 

                         PEACE & JUSTICE FORUM  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Rev. Jan Philips Ridgewood Society of Friends and         Rev. Mack Brandon Metropolitan AME Zion Church, Ridgewood        
      Mrs. Charaf, The Zahra Islamic Center of Midland Park                 
                                                                                                 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L-R Pastor Kenneth Gill, Dr. Raj and Mrs Jyoti Gandhi, Hindu Society, Arya Samaj of NJ and congregants from Temple Israel 
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                                          VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

                                               August 3
rd

-- 10-2 pm 

THEME: “LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY” The Jesus prayer or the 
Lord’s prayer will be our model for prayer as we discover how to talk 
with God and how God talks with us.   

Our Bible school will help children learn to pray in different and         
interesting forms and activities:  

Praying with our Bodies: including yoga as a way to concentrate - 

Praying with our touch: the children will make prayer beads - 

Prayer in the quiet: we will enter our “prayer closet” and discover    
candles and incense 

Prayer through worship: the children will sing Psalms together and                                
                                        make a joyful noise  
                                   
                                        **The Men’s Fellowship Group will provide our pizza lunch  
 

If know of any children interested in coming please have them call the church office in the next     
week or contact Pastor Judy Wheeler.  There will be a $10.00 registration fee to cover the cost 
of the prayer beads. (scholarships are available)  

 

            SUMMER CAMPERS 

Our children and youth enjoying a week of church camp at Camp 

Lebanon this month are Christopher Davila, Nicky Brigliadoro,   

Chelsea Cheman, Caroline Saffioti, and Joseph Saffioti.  Be sure    

to ask them about their experiences when they return from their 

week of learning, friendship, and fun! 
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Council Highlights – June 26, 2017 Council Meeting  

As always, full council minutes are on the bulletin board outside the Pastor’s Office. 

 

 New piano will be purchased for the Sanctuary given in memory of Elaine Hammill 

 Vacation Bible School will be Thursday, August 3
rd

. 

 Pastor Judy encourages us ALL to visit the sick and homebound 

 Results of June 25
th
 Planning Meeting 

1. Active search commenced for Pastoral Intern for Youth and family with goal of completion by 
September – Pastor Ken spearheading this 

2. Week-end of November 4, 5 chosen for our Extravagant Welcome Weekend Event 

3. Active Listening Workshop planned for Jan./Feb., led by Pastor Ken 

4. Church Signage is progressing with Council approval to purchase needed signage 

5. New banners & Pride flag ordered 

6. Directory and website updates prioritized 

 The Council will meet on the  4
th
 SUNDAY during January and February 

 100% of the Council commitments for STEWARDSHIP 2018 are in and recorded 

 The leading of the singing on Sundays is very successful!  Thank you John Giresi, guest  

      and artists 

 Pastoral Relations Committee distributed 25 evaluations and others will be mailed 

 The next Council Meeting will be Monday, September 25, unless required sooner 
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THE  UNCOUPLING GROUP CONTINUES 
 

The "Uncoupling"  group will continue on the second and fourth Thursday of the month 
from 7:30- 9:00 pm. The purpose of the group is to create a supportive environment for 
anyone who is going through a relationship breakup, a separation or divorce,  Persons can 
RSVP by calling the church office at 201 444-7300 or by registering on line through the 
“Meet Up” website. The next dates are July 13th, July 27, August 10 and August 24.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments from group members… 
“Thanks again Pastor Ken & Tracy. I get a lot out of these Uncoupling Group but most of 
all I feel bonded, safe,   secure, & calmer when I'm amongst such caring friends. The read-
ings, tapes, music, & singing bowls helps me. I know now I may just come out on the other 
side one of these years. My hope is this Uncoupling Group  will continue for the rest of the 
year & beyond.”      
 
“This was my first meeting and I can't say enough good things about how it went. I came 
into the meeting feeling confused and in limbo about the long time separation from my 
husband, but left being able to see clearly for the first time. I ordered the book and can't 
wait to start reading it. I give thanks to God for sending this group my way.”   
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July Anniversaries 

6-Florence & Andy Degelman 
23-Pastor Ken & Connie Gill 

 
 
 

 

 

 

August Anniversaries 

22-Don & Judy  Wheeler 

 
 

July Birthday 
1-Christina Brigliadoro  

9-Kyo Hyun 
14-Kim Cheman 

15-Jennie Van Osten,  
Carol Krzeminski 
17-Judy Wheeler 
21-Emma Byrd 

29-Frank Cocheo 
30-Irene Jura 

 

 
 
 
 

August Birthdays 
4-Carolyn Roth 
8-Marie Krieger 

10-Brent Sjaardema 
18-Lee Ehman 

20-Kay Lundvall 
21-Anita Powell-Byrd 

26-Ruth Clarke 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 Thank You 

letters 
 
10:30 am  Worship 

3 
 
12 Noon- 
Discussion Group 

4 5 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

6 
 
 
 
 

7 

 
 
 
6:30 pm &  
8 pm AA 

8 

9 
Thank You letters 
 
10:30 am  Worship 

 

10 
 
12 Noon- 
Discussion Group 

11 12 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

13 

 
7:30 “Uncoupling” 
Group 
 

14 

 
 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

15 

16 Thank You 

letters 
10:30 am  Worship 
 
 

17 
 
12 Noon- 
Discussion Group 

 

18 19 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

20 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

22 
9:00 am Men’s 
Fellowship  
Breakfast 

23  

Thank You letters 
 

10:30 am  Worship  
 
7 pm Women's 
Reflection Grp 

24 
 
12 Noon- 
Discussion Group 

25 26 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

27 
 
7:30 “Uncoupling” 
Group 
 
 
 

28 
 
 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

29 

30 

Thank You letters 
 
 
10:30 am  Worship 

31 
 
12 Noon- 
Discussion Group 

     

July 2017 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

 

8:30 pm AA 

3 

10-2 VBS 

12 Noon Men’s   

Fellowship Pizza 

lunch for VBS 

4 

 

6:30 pm & 8 pm 

AA 

5 

6 
Retired Ministers      
Missionary     
Offering 
Communion 
Monthly Food 
Collection 

10:30 Worship 

7 

12 Noon- 
Discussion 
Group 

8 9 

 

8:30 pm AA 

10 

7:30 pm 
“Uncoupling” 
Group 

11 

 

6:30 pm & 8 pm 

AA 

12 

13 

RMMO 

10:30  Worship 

14 

12 Noon- 
Discussion 
Group 

15 16 

 

8:30 pm AA 

17 18 

6:30 pm       
Wedding  
Rehearsal 
6:30 pm & 8 pm 

AA 

19 

3:30 pm 

Wedding 

20 

RMMO 

10:30 Worship 
 
7 pm  Women’s 
Reflection Grp 

21 

12 Noon- 
Discussion 
Group 

22 23 

 

8:30 pm AA 

24 

7:30 pm 
“Uncoupling” 
Group 

25 

 

6:30 pm & 8 pm 

AA 

26 

27 

RMMO 
 
10:30 Worship 

28 

12 Noon- 
Discussion 
Group 

29 30 

 

8:30 pm AA 

31 

 

7 pm  Wedding 
Rehearsal 

  

AUGUST 2017 


