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What ethnicity was Jesus? It doesn’t matter 

There has recently been an avalanche of material in the media,      

including a number of books and television specials, regarding the 

person of Jesus. The question revolves around who the historical   

Jesus actually was and what his life and work actually embodied.    

I’m reminded of a fictional theological summit in Rome where the   

profound question of Jesus’ ethnicity was contemplated and           

discussed in a ecclesiastical forum:” 

One by one the scholars offered their evidence. First, there was the group that thought he 

was Mexican because his first name Jesus. He was bilingual and he was always being harassed 

by the authorities.  

“But then there were other arguments that Jesus was black. He called everybody “brother.” 

He liked gospel and couldn’t get a fair trial. 

“Then there were equally good arguments that Jesus was Jewish. He went into his father’s 

business. He lived at home until he was 33. He was sure his mother was a virgin and his mother 

was sure he was God. But then there was an argument that he was Italian. He talked with his 

hands; he had wine with every meal; and he used olive oil. 

“Somebody else argued that Jesus was a Californian. He never cut his hair. He walked 

around barefoot, and he started a new religion. 

 “But then there were arguments that he was Irish. He never got married, He was always 

telling stories, and he loved green pastures. 

 “And someone else contended that Jesus was a women. He had to feed a crowd at a 

moment’s notice when there was no food. He kept trying to get the message across to a bunch  

of men who “didn’t get it.” Even when he was dead he had to get up because there was more 

work for him to do.” 

 On a more serious note, theologian Douglas John Hall notes: “The Jesus for perhaps    

the vast majority of Protestants in North America is a good, mild-mannered, sexless, kindly but 

serious, nonpolitical male of indeterminate age, who counsels devotion to God; evenness of    

temper; patient acceptance of difficult experiences; courtesy in one’s dealings with others;       

obedience to those in authority; and resignation with cheerfulness in the face of sickness and 

death.  

 
 

      Thoughts from Pastor Gill 
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This Jesus in short, looks much like a white Anglo-Saxon Protestant, implicitly renouncing 
any Jewish traits, and who behaves in a way that is quite unlikely to throw into question any of the 
mores, taboos, and values governing mainstream culture.” 

Hall goes on to say that for those who are willing to look at the real Jesus with some       
degree of honesty and open-heartedness, “Not only will Jesus be for us many things that we did 
not anticipate and would prefer not to encounter, but in seeing him, we - like the original disciples 
–will also discover needs that we did not know we had; needs that we have perhaps spent a      
lifetime erasing from our consciousness.” As a Christian, I feel compelled to continue to search 
out the “Jesus question” with brutal honesty. I fear that popular religion has subverted the           
historical and even spiritual Jesus so that many of his teachings have lost their real potency and 
impact at a personal, as well as social level. 

The popular little expression, “W.W.J.D.” (What would Jesus Do), can only correctly be   
answered if we come to terms with the radical nature of this Mediterranean Jewish peasant who 
came to turn the world right-side up. He did things which were unheard of in his time: he talked to 
women in public; he ate with “sinners;” he touched the diseased; and he refused to retaliate or use 
violence even when justice seemed to demand such a response. This was truly a man of God and 
a man of the world who brought people of different nations, tribes, sexes, social classes and     
religions together in a movement of true compassion and human companionship. I think even a     
depraved Californian like myself might find him interesting to meet. 
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CONSTITUTION 
 

Proposed By-Laws changes by By-Law revision committee 
 
 

Article 1 – Name  
 
The name of the Church shall be Emmanuel Baptist Church of Ridgewood, New Jersey. 
The name of the Church shall be Emmanuel, Ridgewood, New Jersey 

 
Article II   - Purpose  

Section 1: 
The purpose of the church shall be the advancement of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, in accordance with 
His spirit and life, as revealed to us in the Scriptures and in accordance also with the principles generally 
held by Baptist Churches.  To that end, this Church receives the New Testament as an all-sufficient basis 
of doctrine and practice; maintains a place for public worship; and adopts the following [etc.] 
  
Emmanuel is a growing, welcoming, caring community, celebrating the rich diversity of God’s   
Creation, treasuring our common humanity and following the way of Christ’s love, justice and   
mercy in today’s world.  
 
   God’s creation and Christ’s Love 
 
  1. To encourage and provide for the public and private worship of God, creatively led by the   
              Holy Spirit. 
  2. To participate in God’s creative work in the world, through the mission of the church and  
              the power of Christ’s love. 
  3. To bring spiritual education to persons so that they may increase in the knowledge of  
             Christ, grow in the grace of God, and develop a life of service. 
  
     Welcoming and Caring 
 
          1.  To share the gospel of Christ’s love with all people so that they may find an abundant life  
                filled with  
                hope, meaning and purpose.  
          2.   To support the missionary program of our denomination and the mission efforts of  
                appropriate inter denominational agencies, both national and international.  
   3.   To proclaim the reality of God’s grace so that hearers may respond with faith and  
                become new persons in Jesus the Christ. 

  
   Diversity and Common Humanity 
 
    1.  To strengthen the Christian community by affirming the dignity and diversity of all people:  
                national, racial, cultural, religious, and sexual. 
    2.  To admit our common humanity, as we all are made from “one blood,” face similar  
                temptations, and fall short of God’s glory, while seeking to fulfill our highest potential. 
    3.  To promote fellowship among the People of God and to work for unity, peace, and  
                understanding among all the people of God’s creation. 
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Constitution cont. 
        Justice and Mercy 
 
    1.   To demonstrate that our whole selves belong to God by sharing our time,  
                 abilities, and possessions in the church and in the world. 
        2.   To study important social problems, and when appropriate, affirm public  
                 positions and take action on particular issues. 
    3.   To recognize the significance of love and justice in world affairs and the divine  
                 definition of what is good:  “to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly  
                 with …God”    (Micah 6:8) 
 
 
Section 2 
The Church shall affiliate with the American Baptist Churches of New Jersey and the American 
Baptist Churches, USA and shall cooperate with the agencies of these bodies in the carrying on    
of the work of the Kingdom of God.  It shall also be the prerogative of the Church to cooperate          
interdenominationally in such agencies as officially designated by vote of the Church. 
 
The Church shall affiliate with the American Baptist Churches of New Jersey and the   
American Baptist Churches, USA, The International Council of Community Churches, the 
Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists, and the Baptist Peace Fellowship.  The 
Church shall cooperate with the agencies of these bodies in the carrying on of the work of 
the Kingdom of God.  It shall also be the prerogative of the Church to cooperate with other 
organizations and agencies as officially designated by vote of the Church. 

 
Article III – Membership  

 
Membership in the church shall be open to any person who professes faith in Jesus Christ and  
who agrees to cooperate with the spirit and policy of the Church.   
Membership is open to all who profess faith in Jesus the Christ and make a commitment  
to support the work of the Church as described in Emmanuel’s Vision Statement. 
  
2/11/18 

 

 

Maundy Thursday Service will be held at Christ Church  

March 29, 2018. 

6:30 pm Soup Supper 

7:30 pm Service 
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                                              From the Communications Director                        
Please see several projects, events, publicity, and social media underway at Emmanuel. 

 

Publicized Events (November 2017-December 2017): 

** Please note that each event requires pre-event and post-event publicity depending on event needs. Publicity     

includes but is not limited to internal communication, press release, website slider and updates, Facebook event and 

posts, social media updates, program, flyers, and media outreach. 

Monthly Peace and Justice Forums- November 29th 

Monthly Community Pasta Dinners- November 29th 

Uncoupling Support Group- September through December 

Christmas Eve Service 

Worship Schedule at Emmanuel 

SHARE Luncheon on December 12th 

New Youth Minister Rev. Arturo Lewis 

ESL Classes 

Emmanuel Events Featured in the News (November 2017- December 2017): 

Monthly Community Pasta Dinners 

Monthly Peace and Justice Forums 

Uncoupling Support Group 

Emmanuel press releases have been featured on the Ridgewood Chamber of Commerce website (Note: See Ridgewood 

Chamber of Commerce website). 

Social Media:  

A new church Meetup.com account was created for the Uncoupling Support Group.  The Uncoupling Support Group 

Meetup has 200 members in it.  

A new email address, socialmedia@emmanuelridgewood.org, was created to link all of the church's social media.     

Social Media has been updated as needed.  

As of this report, here are the social media statistics: 

Facebook: Emmanuel’s Facebook profile has 215 friends in comparison to only 1 friend prior to my hiring.            

Emmanuel’s Facebook Page has 148 likes. 

Twitter: Emmanuel' s Twitter  page has 24 Followers. If you are on Twitter , please follow the church at        

https://twitter.com/Emmanuel07450 

YouTube: Emmanuel's YouTube page has 13 Subscr ibers. Follow the church's Live Stream at 

www.TinyURL.com/EmmanuelStream 

Website: Website (www.emmanuelr idgewood.org) has been updated as needed. Members Only Section as well as 

several pages throughout the website have Church Facility Rental Forms and Wedding Forms. New email addresses for 

office staff have been established. New online prayer request form available on website.  

Business Cards: Business cards with church logo and contact information were designed, created, and ordered 
for the church. The purpose of this church business card is so that congregation members can invite friends,              
acquaintances, and anyone that they know to visit or attend events at the church.  

COMMUNICATIONS                 
  O 
  R 
  N 
  E 
  R 

http://www.TinyURL.com/EmmanuelStream
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The Council voted to have the January and February Council    
meetings on the 4th Sunday due to the uncertainty of the winter 
weather.   
 

 
Sunday, February 25th is the date of the February Council meeting.    

 

 The total amount collected for "Hammering for Habitat" was $710. 
Wonderful!  Thanks to everyone who donated and signed the 
boards.  The signed boards will be placed in Paterson                    
Habitat houses. 
      
Soup will be collected for "Souper Bowl"  Sunday until Feb. 4th. Soup and Jan. food           
collection will be delivered to the Center for Food Action. 
      
The Mission project for February is the "America for Christ" Offering which is used by the 
ABC-USA Home Mission Society to support our Missionaries who serve in the United States 
and Puerto Rico.  Hopefully, a video will be shown in Worship to show some of their work 
and brochures and envelopes will be included in the bulletins.  The need is great. 
      
The COAL workshops for Church officers and leaders and sponsored by ABCNJ will be  
held for the north NJ area on Saturday, March 3rd in Newark at the Bethany Baptist Church. 
    
Registration is $40 if paid by February 15th and includes breakfast and lunch.   Emmanuel 
will pay $20 of the fee. Interested persons see Nancy Shaver.  We will try to car-pool.  The 
theme is Collaboration and information about registration and the workshops can be found 
on the Website at www.ABCNJ.net  

MISSIONS 
 …………..at home and around the world 

http://www.abcnj.net/
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All are invited to join  

in the 9:15 class  

each Sunday  

for Biblical reflection  

and discussion  

as we focus on  

living out our faith 

 in today’s world! 

Sunday Mornings in the Library. 

 

 

Bible in the Contemporary World               

February Bible study will be held on                     

Feb. 6 at 7:00 pm-8:30 pm in the Peace 

lounge. WITH Pastor Judy leading. 

   

 

OPEN PRAYER GROUP MEETING   
 
Monday, 7:30- 9pm, February 5, 2018 
 
Breathing Under Water: Spirituality and 
the Twelve Steps, Richard Rohr. 

Step Three: Sweet Surrender - led by  
Dr. Don Wheeler 
 
“Made a conscious decision to turn our    
will and our lives over to the care of God  
as we understood Him.” 
 Alcoholics Anonymous.  
Discussion followed by prayer.   

 

WE Executive Committee will 
meet Wednesday, February 7        
at 9:30 a.m., followed by a joint         
meeting with Cultures and       
Friendships International at 10:30 
a.m., to which all women are       
invited. 

 

Out to Lunch has been              
rescheduled to Tuesday, June 5

th
, 

from June 12
th
. 
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CULTURES AND FRIENSHIP INTERNATIONAL 

Join this international friendship group on Feb.7 at 10:30. 
Our speaker will be Holmstead School Director, Pat Whitehead. 
 
On Feb. 21 Lou Hinchliffe will present a music program  

 
                                       

 
 
WOMEN’S REFLECTION GROUP 
Join us on February 18 at 7 in the Peace Lounge 
as we meet for Biblical reflection and mutual support               
during this Lenten Season. 
We are using the devotional book, Sacred Space. 
 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY PASTA DINNER   
is scheduled for Feb. 20th at 6 p.m.   Please come and bring 
friends.  It is nice to know attendance ahead of time in order to 
plan accordingly, so please call either the church office at           
201-444-7300, or Marilyn, 201-391-4720.  

 
 
 
PEACE AND JUSTICE FORUM  
Will meet next on Feb. 20th at 7 pm. The topic will be “Race in Ridgewood” with 
Pastor Arturo speaking.           

 

 

 

READERS’CHOICE will meet Friday, March 16th at 6:30 p.m. at the home 
of Nancy Shaver to discuss The Buckaneers by  Elizabeth Wharton.  
Please call Nancy to tell her you are attending and what you will              
be bringing.   

 
 
 
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Next breakfast will be Feb. 17 at 9:00 am 
Looking forward to our Italian Festival on April 28, 2018! 
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Congregants’ Corner 

 
 
Do you have an idea, thought or topic that you would like to share in our 
monthly newsletter?  If so please send your submissions for Expectations 
to the church office @ office@emmanuelridgewood.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you have glasses that you have outgrown your 
prescription, please consider donating them.   

Box is located in Library.  

 

 
ESL COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM 
 
English language learners are invited to join our 
multicultural circle of learning and practice speaking, 
reading, and writing skills in a small group setting.                                    

             Thursday evenings at 7:30  
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  Annual Meeting Part II of Emmanuel has been moved    
  to this Sunday, February 4, 2018 immediately following   
  worship service. 
 
  The Annual Report for 2017 will be distributed and           
   reported upon at this time. 
 

 

 
Lenten Reflection Groups 

 
 
Many of you have made a commitment to a daily devotional practice.  Some of you are  
using Richard Rohr's book, "A Spring Within Us" as your guide and some of you have     
provided your own devotional resource.  As well, there are copies of "Living Well"         
available at the entrance to the sanctuary on the table, which will guide you through a    
daily devotional journey in Lent beginning Ash Wednesday, February 14. 
 
All who have made a commitment to a daily devotion are invited to one of two Lenten     
Reflections Groups at the parsonage on either March 11, Sunday at 7:00 p.m. or March 
25, Sunday 7:00 p.m.  Each group will be limited to ten persons.  The purpose is to reflect 
on your daily devotional practice and share any discoveries you have made or how the 
practice of a daily devotional has inspired you or made a difference in your life.   
The sign-up sheet for these groups is in the Pastor's Lounge. 
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THE  UNCOUPLING GROUP CONTINUES 
 

The "Uncoupling"  group will continue on the second and fourth Thursday of the month 
from 7:30- 9:00 pm. The purpose of the group is to create a supportive environment for 
anyone who is going through a relationship breakup, a separation or divorce,  Persons   
can RSVP by calling the church office at 201 444-7300 or by registering on line through 
the “Meet Up” website. The next dates are Feb. 8th & 22nd. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments from group members… 
“Thanks again Pastor Ken & Tracy. I get a lot out of these Uncoupling Group but most of 
all I feel bonded, safe, secure & calmer when I'm amongst such caring friends. The      
readings, tapes, music, & singing bowls helps me. I know now I may just come out on the 
other side one of these years. My hope is this Uncoupling Group will continue for the rest 
of the year & beyond.”      
 
“This was my first meeting and I can't say enough good things about how it went. I came 
into the meeting feeling confused and in limbo about the long time separation from my 
husband, but left being able to see clearly for the first time. I ordered the book and can't 
wait to start reading it. I give thanks to God for sending this group my way.”   
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COMMUNITY PEACE AND JUSTICE FORUM 

NEXT FORUM 
 

Rev. Arturo Lewis. Instructor in Diversity Studies at William Paterson University and Passaic County       
College leads off with comments. His university students will join us.  
 
Preceded by a non-funding raising, Community Pasta Dinner, 6:00pm. If attending dinner, please  
reserve a space at 201-444-7300.  Tuesday, February 20, 2018  at 7 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. 

 
 

JANUARY FORUM 
 
“Going Deeper: Exploring African-American Experiences, Challenges and Contributions in     
Ridgewood and Vicinity” 
 
Great dialogue with 44 participants in a packed Peace Lounge. 
Successful Co-sponsorship with the Martin Luther King Birthday Celebration Committee of Glen 
Rock and Ridgewood and the Racial Justice Committee of the Unitarian Society of Ridgewood.  
 

NEW COMMUNITY FORUM STEERING COMMITTEE MEETS 

Twelve leaders from several faith communities in Ridgewood and Glen Rock and other              
community leaders met  on January 30, at Emmanuel for the inaugural meeting of the            
Steering Committee of the Community Peace and Justice Forum. They shared their                   
experiences and commitments to peace and justice and developed plans for the future                
of the Forum.   

THE GIFT OF SONG 

We are trying to get some of our congregants involved   in offering 
a special song or musical solo during the    service on a monthly 
basis.  If you have the ability and desire to  offer this gift please 
contact our musical       director, John Giresi @ 201 906-3713 
about your      availability.  It will be your responsibility to provide 
the required music and to rehearse with John in advance of the 
performance.  Please give John adequate lead time. so he can 
schedule you in to his advance planning.   

tel:(201)%20906-3713
tel:(201)%20906-3713
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Rev. Arturo preaching on MLK Day 

Faith is taking the first step, even when you don't see the whole staircase.  Martin Luther 
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All Seasons Chamber Players will perform at Emmanuel Baptist Church on Sunday, March 18, 2018 

at 3:00 pm for an annual Community Concert, entitled “Classical, Romantical, and Jazzical,” honoring 

the musical legacy of William F. Wilkins. Celebrated works to be performed include Schubert,         

Debussy, Rechtman, and Smetana. Admission to the concert is free and open to the public. During 

the intermission, a free will offering will be taken up for the Center for Food Action (CFA). Following 

the concert, all are invited to a Meet the Artists reception with complimentary light refreshments in the 

Peace Lounge.  For more information, call the church office at 201-444-7300 or visit 

www.emmanuelridgewood.org or www.facebook.com/EmmanuelRidgewood/. 

ALL SEASONS CHAMBER PLAYERS WILL PERFORM AT  
EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH FOR ANNUAL CONCERT 

http://www.emmanuelridgewood.org
http://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelRidgewood/
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INVITATION TO JOIN PASTOR GILL USING A DAILY MEDITATION 
 

THREE SPECIAL INVITATIONS TO A SPRING WITHIN US 

#1. USE THE BOOK: JOIN PASTOR KEN, along with Connie Buckler-Gill, Pastor Judy and Don 

Wheeler, Don & Dorcas  Diaz-Shaner, Nancy Shaver and six others using Richard Rohr’s daily thoughts 

called A Spring Within Us: A Book of Daily Meditations. The books are available for $10- a 50%     

REDUCED incentive price on Sunday morning after the church service and the church office.  

  

The upcoming readings are: Each new week begins on Monday 
*WEEK 14, January 29- Feb 4: “The Path of Descent” 
 
 
 
#2 IN YOUR EMAIL IN-BOX DAILY OR ONCE A WEEK; A SPRING WITHIN US  
Sign up to receive Fr. Richard’s free messages in your email Inbox every day or at the end of each week.  
To sign up, click above or cut and paste this into your web browser:  https://cac.org/sign-up/   
After you receive your first email, you can listen to an 8 minute introduction to the Daily Meditations by Richard 
Rohr. . Click above or cut and paste this into your web browser: https://cac.org/sign-up/ Carol Krzeminski started 
out reading the meditations on-line, but now she is considering switching to the book because most of us are     
using the book.  The on-line Meditations are the 2017 version of the book.  
***STRONG RECOMMENDATION – If you want to understand the path forward we are taking at Emmanuel,     
you can gain insight from reading the on-line meditations for this week. We are a part of the Emerging Church 
movement.  You may sign-up above and do the reading for this week on the Emerging Church:   
*Sunday, Nov. 26, The Great Emergence 
*Monday, Nov. 27, A New Reformation (terrific) https://cac.org/a-new-reformation-2017-11-27/ 
*Tuesday, Nov. 28, A Great Convergence (terrific) https://cac.org/a-great-convergence-2017-11-28/  
…and so on, through Saturday. If you don’t sign up, you may find this week’s meditations on the Center 
for Action and Contemplation’s Facebook page.  

 
#3 A Special Gathering for those using Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditations in A SPRING WITHIN OR On-line OR 
on Facebook at the invitation of  Don and Dorcas (also known as Rev. Dr. Donald Shaner and Rev. Dorcas Diaz-
Shaner) at their home in Wanaque, NJ early in 2018. This is a great opportunity for us to enjoy each-others 
company and discuss our readings. Details to follow.   
 

 ****Please remember to pray for each other, Emmanuel and the broader world community.    

https://cac.org/sign-up/
https://cac.org/sign-up/
https://cac.org/sign-up/
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   February Birthday 
2-Henrietta Larkin 

Agnes Hyun 
4-Stephen Wheeler  

5 - Edna Franz 
21– Sandy Frischknecht 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 

14– Joan & Martin Massler 
23 - Fay & Michael Reid 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 

 

7:30 pm ESL   

2 

 

6:30 pm & 8 pm 

3 
 

4Souper” Bowl 

America 4 Christ 
Offering/Annual 
Congregational   
Monthly Food dr. 
Communion  
9:15 Adult     
Sunday School  
10:30 Family    
Worship 

5 
 
7:30 pm  
Prayer Grp 

6 
 
7 pm Bible Study 

7 
11:00 am CFI/
WE 

 
8:30 pm AA 

8 
 
7:30 pm  
“Uncoupling” & 
ESL   

9 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

10 

11 

ACO 
9:15 Adult     
Sunday School  
10:30 Family    
Worship 

12 
 

13 14 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

15 
 
7:30 pm ESL   

16 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

17 
 
9:00 am 

Men’s Fellowship 

Breakfast 

18 
ACO 
9:15 Adult     
Sunday School  
10:30 Family    
Worship 

 

19 20 21    
 
8:30 pm AA 

22 
 
7:30 pm 
“Uncoupling” & 
ESL   

23 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

24 

25 
ACO 
9:15 Adult     
Sunday School  
10:30 Family    
Worship 

 
 

26 27 28 
 
8:30 pm AA 

 
 
7:30 pm ESL   

 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

 

February 2018 


