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ARE YOU READY TO LIVE? The Christian community is fast     
approaching Easter and the celebration of the life and resurrection 
of Jesus. Maundy (Holy) Thursday acknowledges the events        
immediately prior to the end of Jesus life, including the last supper. 
ñGood Friday,ò acknowledges the significance of the death of Jesus 
on the cross and comes three days before Easter. Easter Sunday 
is the climax and focal point and rightly so. In reality, the true      
essence of the ministry of Jesus is not about death but life!  Yes, 
Jesus spoke of ñdying to liveò, of sacrifice and of ñlaying down 
oneôs life,ò but the sine qua non of the Gospel story is found in the 
Gospel of John, Chapter 10, vs. 10: ñI have come that you might 
have life and have it abundantly.ò Through many years of pastoral experience I have 
found that what many people fear most is not death but life. For many reasons, people 
are often afraid to really embrace life. They often lack the courage to choose life and to 
be ñfully born,ò into this world and to embrace life unconditionally so they can experience 
all the thrills and challenges of being human. One of my favorite parables illustrates the 
point:  
 
 
 
 
Once upon a time, twin boys were conceived in the same womb. Seconds, minutes, 
hours passed as the two dormant lives developed. The spark of the life glowed until it 
fanned fire with the formation of their embryonic brains. With their simple brain came  
feeling, and with feeling,  perception; a per caption of surrounding, of each other, of self. 
 
When they perceived the life of each other and there own life, they knew that life was 
good. and they laughed and rejoiced, the one saying,  ñLucky are we to have been       
conceived and to have this world,ò and the other chiming in, ñBlessed be the Mother     
who gave us this life and each other.ò 
 
Each budded and grew arms and fingers, lean legs and stubby toes. They stretched their 
lungs, churned and turned in their newfound world. They explored their world and in it 
found the life cord which gave them life from the precious Motherôs blood. So they sang, 
ñHow great is the love of the Mother that she shares all she has with us?ò And they were 
pleased and satisfied with their lot. 
 
Weeks passed into months, and with the advent of each new month, they noticed a 
change in each other and each began to see changes in himself. ñWe are changing,ò  
said the one. ñWhat can it mean?ò 
 
ñIt means,ò replied the other, ñthat we are drawing near to birth.ò An unsettling chill crept 
over the two, and they both feared, for the knew that birth meant leaving all their world 
behind. 
 
 

Thoughts from Pastor Gill 
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Said the one, ñWere it up to me, I would live here forever.ò 
 
ñWe must be born,ò said the other. ñIt has happened to all others who were here.ò  For   
indeed there was evidence of life there before, as the Mother had borne others. 

ȰBut mightnôt there be a life after birth?ò 
 
How can there be life after birth?ò, cried the one, ñDo we not shed our life cord and also 
the blood tissues? And have you ever talked to one that has been born? Has anyone ever 
re-entered the womb after birth? NO!ò He fell into despair, and in his despair he moaned, 
ñIf the purpose of conception and all our growth is that it be ended in birth, then truly our 
life is absurd.ò    
 

Resigned to despair, the one stabbed the darkness with his unseeing eyes and as he 
clutched his precious life cord to his chest said, ñIf this is so, and life is absurd, then there 
really can be no Mother.ò 
 
ñBut there is a Mother, ñ protested the other. ñWho else gave us nourishment and our 
world?ò 
 
We get our own nourishment, and our world has always been here. Andi if there is a 
Mother, where is she? Have you ever seen her? Does she ever talk to you? No!  We    
invented the Mother because it satisfied a need in us. It mad e us feel secure and happy.ò 
 
Thus, while one raved and despaired, the other resigned himself to birth, and placed his 
trust in the hands of the Mother. 
 
Hours ached into days, and days fell into weeks, And it came time, Both knew their birth 
was at hand, and both feared what they did not know. 
 
They cried as they were born into the light. They coughed out fluid and gasped the dry 
air.  And when they were sure they had been born, they opened their eyes seeing for the 
first time, and found themselves cradled in the warm love of the Mother! They lay open-
mouthed and awe-struck before that beauty and truth they could not have hoped to have 
known! 
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&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ                       !ǇǊƛƭ нлму 

Please see several projects, events, publicity, and social media underway at Emmanuel. 

Publicized Events (February 2018-March 2018): 

** Please note that each event requires pre-event and post-event publicity depending on event needs. Publicity includes but is 

not limited to internal communication, press release, website slider and updates, Facebook event and posts, social media up-

dates, program, flyers, and media outreach. 

Monthly Peace and Justice Forums- February 20th, March 20th 
Monthly Community Pasta Dinners- February 20th, March 20th 
Uncoupling Support Group- Ongoing twice a month 
Worship Schedule at Emmanuel 
ESL Classes 
Featured Sermons 
All Seasons Chamber Players Concert- March 18th 

Emmanuel Events Featured in the News (February 2018-March 2018):                                                                     

Monthly Community Pasta Dinners 

Monthly Peace and Justice Forums 

Uncoupling Support Group 

All Seasons Chamber Players Concert 

Emmanuel press releases have been featured on the Ridgewood Chamber of Commerce website or in the 

Ridgewood Chamber of Commerce email newsletters (Note: See Ridgewood Chamber of Commerce web-

site). 

Social Media:  

A new church Meetup.com account was created for the Uncoupling Support Group.  The Uncoupling Support Group Meetup has 249 

members in it.  

As of this report, here are the social media statistics: 

 

Facebook:  

Emmanuelôs Facebook profile has 221 friends 

Emmanuelôs Facebook Page has 154 likes 

 

Twitter:  

Emmanuel's Twitter page has 24 Followers.  

If you are on Twitter, please follow the church at https://twitter.com/Emmanuel07450 

 

YouTube:  

Emmanuel's YouTube page has 13 Subscribers.  

 

Follow the church's Live Stream at www.TinyURL.com/EmmanuelStream 

Website: Website (www.emmanuelridgewood.org) has been updated as needed. Members Only Section as well as several 

pages throughout the website have Church Facility Rental Forms and Wedding Forms. New email addresses for office staff have 

been established. New online prayer request form available on website.  

Business Cards: Business cards with church logo and contact information were designed, created, and ordered for the 
church. The purpose of this church business card is so that congregation members can invite friends, acquaintances, and anyone 
that they know to visit or attend events at the church.  

COMMUNICATIONS                 
  O 
  R 
  N 
  E 
  R 

http://www.TinyURL.com/EmmanuelStream
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About 20 people had a great chili supper and a very interesting presentation from                      
Missionary  Lauran Bethell on March 13th. See Nancy Shaver for a copy of Lauranôs             
schedule for 2018. 
             

About the same number were present at the Baptist Church in Kearny to see pictures and hear 
about their trip to India from Nancy and Dave Shaver on Mar. 11. 
             

Christian Education and Missions are planning a trip to Camp Lebanon on a Sunday afternoon      
in May so Emmanuel members and friends can see and learn about our New Jersey Baptist 
camp.   Please speak to Nancy Shaver or David Davila if you are interested. Maybe we will        
picnic there. 
             

It was wonderful to learn that $1000 was contributed for The Center for Food Action at the         
ñAll Seasons Chamber Playersò concert on March 18

th
. 

             

We look forward to Blanket Sunday on May 13th. 

Please remember to bring in your used eyeglasses and put them in the box in the library.  Sami 

Belford is in charge of this project. The glasses are given to the Lions Club who sort them, check 

the prescription, and get them to organizations that distribute them to need persons around the 

world. 
      

The food collected in March will be taken to the Center for Food Action for distribution to needy 
families in our area. Not much food has been donated recently so please remember this important 
project.  Needed items are posted by the box outside the sanctuary. April food collection will go to 
Ridgewood Social Services   

-)33)/.3 
 ȣȣȣȣȢȢÁÔ ÈÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ 
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All are invited to join  

in the 9:15 class  

each Sunday  

for Biblical reflection  

and discussion  

as we focus on  

living out our faith 

 in todayôs world! 

 

                        

 

Out to Lunch has been              
rescheduled to Tuesday, June 5

th
, 

from June 12
th 

Thank You to the Menôs Fellow-

ship for a wonderful breakfast and 

program on Saturday, March 17
th
. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 21, at 10:30 

a.m. in the Peace Lounge Women 

of Emmanuel will meet with the 

Women of Mt. Bethel for brunch 

and a blanket make session for the 

Linus Project.   The blankets will be 

delivered to children in hospitals 

and shelters.  Please advise Marilyn 

if you are able to attend. 

Tuesday, May 8, 10 a.m. ï Women 
of Emmanuel Executive Meeting. 

 

Bible in the Contemporary World              

with the Pastor  

Bible study will be held on Tuesday  

April 3rd at 7:00 pm-8:30 pm                       

in the Peace lounge.   

   

 

Monday, April 2, 2018 at 7:30 

All are invited to join the Prayer 
Group each month and pray to-
gether for mutual concerns. 

Breathing Under Water: Spirituality 
and the Twelve Steps, Richard Rohr. 

Pastor Judy Wheeler-Leading 

ñA Good Lamp...ò  Step Four of the        
Alcoholic Anonymous Twelve Steps: 
Made a searching and fearless moral  
inventory of ourselves 
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CULTURES AND FRIENSHIP INTERNATIONAL 

Join this international friendship group on April 4 at 10:30 
to enjoy Lou Hinchliffeôs music program.    
On April 18

th 
Director Pat Whitehead will speak about the 

Holmstead School. 
All are welcome! 

              

 
 
WOMENôS REFLECTION GROUP 
Join us on April 22nd at 7 pm for mutual support and 
Biblical reflection.  We are using the devotional 
book, Sacred Space. 
 
 
 

 
 
COMMUNITY PASTA DINNER   
is scheduled for April 17 at 6 p.m.   Please come and bring 
friends.  It is nice to know attendance ahead of time in order to 
plan accordingly, so please call either the church office at           
201-444-7300, or Marilyn, 201-391-4720.  

 
 
 
PEACE AND JUSTICE FORUM  
 

Will meet next on April 17 at 7 pm.  
 

 

 

READERSôCHOICE met Friday, March 16th at 6:30 p.m. at the home of 

Nancy Shaver to discuss The Buckaneers by Edith Wharton.  The next    

meeting will be May 18th to discuss Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue.   

 
MENôS FELLOWSHIP 
Save the date for our annual Italian Festival scheduled 
for Saturday, April 28.  Enjoy an evening of great food, music, and 
fellowship! 


