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EXPECTATIONS 

Emmanuel is a growing,      

welcoming, caring                

community, celebrating the 

rich diversity of God’s           

Creation, treasuring our             

common humanity and            

following the way of Christ’s 

love, justice and mercy in         

today’s world..  

The Ministry at Emmanuel 
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Senior Minister 

Pastor Kenneth Gill 
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America’s Original Sin(s)  

It’s been said that racism is America’s original sin. Whether it be Native 

Americans, Africans, or the Japanese, America has a long and ugly history 

of singling out certain ethnic and racial groups for special     attention, de-

tention and abuse. Slavery, perhaps is the darkest chapter     of that history 

and we are still dealing with the aftermath. 

The evangelical church used to be as equally concerned with social ills as 

with personal salvation. Key players in the abolitionist movement were    

people of faith who risked their lives and fortunes eradicating what they saw as a sin against God 

and humanity. The Great Awakenings of the 18th and 19th century brought not only personal  

salvation but social reform. The Presbyterian Minister Jonathan Blanchard decried the evils of 

slavery based on his interpretation of the Bible and, in particular, what he considered the one-

ness of all humanity. He stated that: “I rest my opposition to slavery upon the one-bloodism of the 

New Testament. All men are equal, because they are of one equal blood.” 

You have heard me say essentially the same things from the pulpit and that “we all stand on 

equal ground at the foot of the cross.” We share not only in the blood of Christ but in each other’s 

blood by way of our common humanity and connection to the Source. It’s shocking to me that the 

80% of evangelicals, who happened to vote for our current president, have not made racial     

reconciliation a defining issue. Many in the church have made a Faustian bargain with the       

political establishment and have been willing to overlook the continuing injustices related to law 

enforcement, the criminal justice system and economic inequality. 

There certainly needs to be room in any faith community for discussion and disagreement about 

the political solutions needed to address the social ills and sins which still plague us. But if 

there’s any evangelical blood left in my body it yearns for the great tradition of spiritual and social 

reform embodied in people like Blanchard, Lyman Beecher and even C.G. Finney. 

If the evangelical church is to save its soul and if our great United States of America is to save its 

democracy it needs to get back to “basics.” A recent Atlantic magazine article nails down what 

this means for me: “Democracy is not merely a set of procedures. It has a moral structure. The 

values we celebrate or stigmatize eventually influence the character of our people and polity.  

Democracy does not insist on perfect virtue from its leaders. But there is a set of values that 

lends authority to power: empathy, honesty, integrity and self-restraint. And the legitimation of 

cruelty, prejudice, falsehood, and corruption is the kind of thing, one would think, that religious 

people were born to oppose, not bless.” 

The Jewish high holy days have just been completed. A part of that great tradition is the cry of 
repentance and the search for atonement. In that vein I am reminded of a Hebrew Scripture   
popular with evangelicals: “If my people who are called by my name will humble themselves and 
seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, I will heal their land.” II Chronicles 7:14 

Thoughts from Pastor Gill 
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The Men’s Fellowship of Emmanuel  

Presents  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, October 20th 

5:30 PM 

 

An evening of great food, music, and fellowship 

To support the Mission Projects of the fellowship 

 

Adults $15         Children $8 

 

 

Emmanuel  

14 Hope Street 

Ridgewood, NJ 07450 

201-444-7300 

www.emmanuelridgewood.org 
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            There are important announcements regarding Mission work at Emmanuel. 

      Letters and E-mails to Senators and Congress representatives requesting their support for leg-

islation to fight hunger both in the US and around the world continue to be emphasized during 

September.  Sample letters and directions can be found on the shelf under the Mission Bulletin 

board. This effort is sponsored by Bread for the World and is very much needed. 

      Another immediate concern very much in the news is the recent hurricane hitting North  

Carolina and surrounding areas.  Church World Service has contacted us requesting that we take 

a special offering to support efforts to provide relief to those effected by this tragedy.  We will have 

offering plates available for the next few Sundays for this purpose.  Checks can be made out to 

Emmanuel and marked hurricane relief.  Thank you for supporting this worthy cause. 

      On October 21
st
 we will have our annual Crop Walk to support CWS in their campaign to fight 

hunger. This is a walk around Ridgewood starting about 1:00. Walkers and Sponsors are needed 

and food will also be delivered at that time.  Lunch will be provided for walkers at EBC.  Sign up to 

walk or sponsor with Joan Massler or Nancy Shaver. 25% of the funds raised at the Crop Walk is 

used locally and the rest for the most severe hunger problems around the world. Be sure to sign 

up. 

      It has been decided to donate food from our regular food collection in September to the Ridge-

wood Board of Social Services so that October and November can go to the Center for Food Ac-

tion. A list of needed items is posted by the food box outside the Sanctuary. 

      We still need persons interested in a Mission Trip to notify Nancy or Joan.  We especially want 
to interest our young people in a Mission trip. 

MISSIONS 
 …………..at home and around the world 
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Sundays at 9:15 in the Library 
 “Interrupting Silence, God’s 
Command to Speak Out” 
 
All are invited to join in the        
discussion as we focus on Biblical 
passages calling us to speak out 
about injustice, beginning with the 
Exodus narrative in Exodus 1-15.  
We are using the study guide 
written by Walter Brueggemann. 

 

WE  Executive Meeting 

October 9th  

10 am 

 
Oct. 1, 7:30-9 pm 
Join us in praying for mutual concerns 
and reflection on Step 9 of the Twelve-
Step Program. 
 
 
 
“Like apples of gold in a silver setting 
is a word  
that is aptly spoken.  It is a golden ring, 
an ornament 
of finest gold, such is a wise apology 
to an attentive ear.” 
-Proverbs 25: 11-12- 
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CULTURES AND FRIENSHIP INTERNATIONAL 

This international friendship group will meet on Oct.10  
with a program  with a music program by Lou Hinchliffe. 
 
              
 

 
 

 
 
 
WOMEN’S REFLECTION GROUP 
Join us on Oct 21 at 7 for our monthly gathering for 
mutual support and Biblical reflection.  We are using 
the devotional book, Sacred Space. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY PASTA DINNER   
is scheduled for Oct. 16th at 6 p.m.   Please come and bring 

friends.  It is nice to know attendance ahead of time in order to 

plan accordingly, so please call either the church office at           

201-444-7300, or Marilyn, 201-391-4720.  

 
 

 
 
 
PEACE AND JUSTICE FORUM  
Our next forum is Oct. 16th at 7 pm.  

“Community voices for Democracy, Human Rights, Justice, And the Earth” 

 

 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Octoberfest  
Saturday, October 20th 
5:30 PM 
 
An evening of great food, music, and fellowship. 
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Congregants’ Corner 
 
“Do not compare your growth with anyone else’s. The only 
person you are competing with is who you were yesterday? 
                                                                 Sarah Jakes Roberts 
Submitted by Pat Walden 
 
 
Do you have an idea, thought or topic that you would like to share in our monthly        
newsletter?  If so please send your submissions for Expectations to the church  
office@ office@emmanuelridgewood.org 

 

 

If you have glasses that you have outgrown your 
prescription, please consider donating them.   

Box is located in Library.  

 

 
ESL COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM 
Our Thursday evening class for English language learners meets 
at 7:30.  Students practice reading and speaking skills, using an ESL 
newspaper. 
Our multicultural circle of learning includes students from China, Costa 
Rica, 
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THE  UNCOUPLING GROUP CONTINUES 

 

 
The "Uncoupling"  group will continue on the second and fourth Thursday of the month 
from 7:30- 9:00 pm. The purpose of the group is to create a supportive environment for 
anyone who is going through a relationship breakup, a separation or divorce,  Persons   
can RSVP by calling the church office at 201 444-7300 or by registering on line through 
the “Meet Up” website. The next dates are Oct. 11 & 25th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments from group members… 
 
“Having been shocked by a breakup, this group has been so helpful and so positive.   
I have met so many friends! 
 
“A warm welcoming group that shows me that there is life after the process.” 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6
TH

 – A great evening is planned!  5 p.m. –  
            dinner at a home to be announced (we have eight families who have  
            volunteered to host a dinner), and then dessert, coffee and music at  
            Emmanuel at 7p.m.   
            Sign up poster is in the Peace Lounge.  You are welcome to bring  
            guests!  Questions?  Contact Peter or Marilyn. 
 
 
 
             This year, the Northwest Bergen Crop Walk will be held on Sunday,  
             Oct. 21. We hope that everyone can participate in this mission  
             initiative to bring increased awareness to the issues of hunger and  
             related concerns here and abroad. 25% of the funds we raise will be  
             donated to the local Center for Food Action. We are asking folks to  
             walk or sponsor our walkers, and to bring a jar of peanut butter to  
             donate. Please see Joan Massler, Martin Massler, or Nancy Shaver  
             for details.              
 

 

        The annual “Access Weekend”, which highlights the needs of  
                           persons with disabilities, will include a  
                   special program on October 14.  There will be a 
                          time of interfaith fellowship at 5:30 pm,  

                                                               followed by a potluck supper,  
                                                               and a service of worship at 7.  

 
This will be held at the Friends to Friends Church, located at 

                                the First Reformed Church, 303 Prospect St. in Ridgewood. 
                               We have been invited to participate.   

                                 Please see Pastor Judy for further details. 

                            
Come join us at the Peace and Justice Forum on Tuesday October 16th 

We will have a panel of community leaders and our topic will be: 
 
 

 “Community voices for Democracy, Human Rights, Justice, And the Earth” 
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                                              From the Communications Director                       October 2018 

Please see several projects, events, publicity, and social media underway at Emmanuel. 
 

Important Highlights: 
The Uncoupling Support Group has 349 members in the group on Meetup.com. 
There has been a significant increase with Instagram followers of the church. There are 251 followers on Instagram. The use of 

#hashtags has helped with expanding the reach and influence of the church. 
Due to a change in schedule at the Ridgewood Veterinary Hospital, the pet blessings event was cancelled this year. There had 

been alot of advertisement, marketing, and interest for the pet blessing event. 

The Community Peace and Justice Forum and Pasta Dinner is scheduled for September 25th and has been advertised on social 

media and in the newspapers. 

 

Social Media Statistics**:  

 
**Please note that this data is of 9.12.18 

Follow Emmanuel on Social Media: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelRidgewood/ 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/emmanuelridgewood/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/Emmanuel07450 
Uncoupling Support Group on Meetup.com:  
https://www.meetup.com/Uncoupling-Support-Group-in-Ridgewood-NJ/ 
YouTube: Follow the church on Emmanuel's Worship and Music YouTube page at https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCOj2Z_9lvRFalQmYo6vM8VQ 
Church's Live Stream: www.TinyURL.com/EmmanuelStream 
Publicized Events (August-September 2018): 

** Please note that each event requires pre-event and post-event publicity depending on event needs. Publicity includes but is not lim-

ited to internal communication, press release, website slider and updates, Facebook event and posts, social media updates, program, 

flyers, and media outreach. 

Monthly Peace and Justice Forums- September 25th 

Monthly Community Pasta Dinners- September 25th 

Uncoupling Support Group- Ongoing twice a month 

Worship Schedule at Emmanuel 

Sunday Sermons 

Emmanuel Events Featured in the News (August- September 2018): 

Monthly Community Pasta Dinners- September 25th 

Monthly Peace and Justice Forums- September 25th 

Uncoupling Support Group 

Emmanuel press releases have been featured on the Ridgewood Chamber of Commerce website or in the Ridgewood Chamber of 

Commerce email newsletters (Note: See Ridgewood Chamber of Commerce website). 

Website: Website (www.emmanuelridgewood.org) has been updated as needed. Members Only Section as well as several 

pages throughout the website have Church Facility Rental Forms and Wedding Forms. New email addresses for office staff have been 

established. New online prayer request form available on website.  

Business Cards: Business cards with church logo and contact information were designed, created, and ordered for the 
church. The purpose of this church business card is so that congregation members can invite friends, acquaintances, and anyone that 

they know to visit or attend events at the church.   

Church Social Media Account Likes, Followers, Members, or Subscribers 

Emmanuel Facebook Page 157 Likes 

Emmanuel Facebook Profile 261 Friends 

Uncoupling Support Group on Meetup.com 349 Members 

Emmanuel Instagram 251 Followers 

Emmanuel Twitter 24 Followers 

Emmanuel's Worship and Music YouTube page 23 Subscribers 

COMMUNICATIONS                 
  O 
  R 
  N 
  E 
  R 

http://www.TinyURL.com/EmmanuelStream
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INVITATION TO JOIN PASTOR GILL USING A DAILY MEDITATION 
 

NEW ANNOUNCMENT: DAILY DEVOTION GUIDES: AN INVITATION 

We are all invited to develop the practice of “daily devotions” in your own home using Richard 
Rohr’s, A Spring Within You- Daily Meditations. 

NEW OPPORTUNITY: You have a new opportunity begin “daily devotions” for one year from October 1:        

If you do the readings in sequence daily from the beginning, you can receive a powerful, comprehensive perspective 

on the   spiritual life from experience of one of the spiritual masters of our era. If you want to try it out, please speak 

to one of us. We would be glad to discuss your experience or questions about what you are reading. Pastor Ken, 

Pastor Judy or Don Wheeler.  *Copies are available from Jo Marie in the church office or one of us!  

Paper copies will be available Sunday on the first chapter. Books can be purchase on Amazon.  

 

Some of us are completing one year from September 
2017. Here are our final readings:   

 

A Spring Within Us reading schedule - starting on 
Mondays: 
**WEEK 48,  OCTOBER 1-7, LOVE, P.362 

*WEEK 49, 10/8-10/14, DEATH AND HEAVEN, P. 370 

*WEEK 50, 10/15-10/21, PRESENCE, P. 377 

*WEEK 51, 10/22-10/28, I AM WHO I AM, P.385 

*WEEK 52, 10/29-11/4, SILENCE 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! YOU HAVE COMPLETED ONE YEAR!  WE HOPE YOU HAVE BEEN CHALLENGED 
AND BLESSED! 

 

 

Pictured above: Water Lily Pond at the Blue Cliff Monastery, Pine Bush, NY 
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Support a Child Separated from their Parents 

 

Each year, nearly 500 abused and neglected children in Bergen County wake up in unfamiliar 
homes, separated from their parents and everything they have grown up with in their short 
lives. The trauma these children experience is exacerbated when they are placed in            
unfamiliar homes with different food, clothes, toys and even schools. They are ripped from 
their customary worlds and have to learn to accept a new sense of what is normal. These 
children need consistency. They need someone to look out for them. They need you.    
 

Bergen County CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) is looking for compassionate,       
dedicated adults to represent foster children in Family Court. Bergen County CASA trains and 
supports community volunteers to advocate for the best interests of foster children.  To learn 
more, please visit our website www.bergencasa.org and RSVP for one of our information       
sessions. Alternatively, call Lauren at (201) 336-7520 or email her at lauren@bergencasa.org.  

 
Make a Difference in the Life of a Child – Become a CASA Volunteer! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Jane and Emily Hellwig, wife and daughter of former pastor, Rev. Gil Hellwig dropped in at our 
Monday Prayer Meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bergencasa.org
mailto:lauren@bergencasa.org
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Napoleon's Fifty-Ninety Birthday Party at Emmanuel at the Women of Emmanuel,                                              
Friends and Family Brunch   
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Very special thank you to Nancy MacPhee  for donating  

this beautiful teapot. Come join us for a cup of tea! 

Marilyn Clark invites Ed and Celeste Thompson to the Progressive Dinner  
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1-Suann Aitchison 
5-Justin Kuo 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       12-Joan Massler 

 
 19-June Boswick 
 27-Joe Osborne 

  
 
 
 

 
Happy Anniversary 
3-Bob & Nancy MacPhee 

Happy Birthday 
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October 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Noon-
discussion Grp 
 
 
7:30 pm Prayer 
Group 

2 3 

 

 

8:30 pm AA 

4 5 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

6 

 

 

5 pm  Progres-

sive Dinner 

7 

Communion 
Monthly food collec-
tion 
10:30  Worship-
Pastor Gill 
Youth  Ministry 

8 

Office closed 

9 

10 am 

WE Executive 

Mtg 

10 

Noon-CFI        

 

8:30 pm AA 

11 

 

 
 
7:30 pm 
“Uncoupling 

12 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

13 

9am Men’s  

Fellowship 

Breakfast 

14 

10:30 Worship-
Pastor Gill preach-
ing 

15 

Noon-
discussion Grp 

16 

6 pm  

Community   
Pasta Dinner 
7 pm  
Community Peace 

and Justice  Fo-

17 

 

 

8:30 pm AA 

18 19 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

20 

 

 

5 pm   

Octoberfest 

21 

10:30 Worship-
Pastor Gill preach-
ing 
Youth  Ministry 
Crop Walk 
7 pm Women’s      
Reflection Grp 

22 

 
Noon-
discussion Grp 
 
 
7:30 pm      
Council Mtg 

23 24 

 

Noon-CFI        
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

25 

 

 

7:30 pm 
“Uncoupling 

26 

 

 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

27 

28 

10:30 Worship-
Pastor Gill preach-
ing 
Young Adult   
Ministry 

29 

Noon-
discussion Grp 
 
 
Homeless  
Shelter Dinner 

30 31 

 

 

8:30 pm AA 

   


