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EXPECTATIONS  

Ex-pec-ta-tions—noun 

the act or state of looking forward or anticipating  
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Emanuel Baptist Church 

Ridgewood, NJ 

 

“Emmanuel is an inclusive congreation 

inspired by the transforming grace of God and the living  

presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Our mission is to demonstrate joyfully 

 

love for neighbor in word and deed, locally and globally." 
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Thoughts  From 
 

Pastor Gill 

 

 

 

The Search for Significance 

  

  

In the Academy Award-nominated movie “Venus”, Peter O’Toole plays a dying actor who continues to live 

with an unbridled passion for life.  In a poignant line, O’Toole comments in an almost off-handed way,  

“I’m dying, and I don’t know who I am.” 

      In our search for personal significance, the fundamental question is, “Who am I?”  It is unfortunate 

that some people wait to the end  of their lives or until they come face to face with death to ask the ques-

tion.  Philosopher Joseph Campbell once said, “When you get to be older, and the concerns of the day 

have been attended to and you turn to the inner life, well, if you don’t know who you are or what           

constitutes your inner life, you’ll be sorry.”  

 Indeed, O’Toole’s comment seems tragic, “I’m dying, and I don’t who I am,” but what is even more 

tragic are the countless number of people who might say, “I’m living, and I don’t know who I am.”  In a 

materialistic culture, the life of the spirit often takes last place in the contest for our time and energy.     

 The Hebrew story of creation, as told in the early chapters of the book of Genesis, points us in     

another direction.  In this poetic, primal story of faith, the writer states that God crated humanity from the 

“dust of the earth.”  God didn’t take stardust or fairy dust; he took the dust of clay of the earth.  This     

represents our fragility, our finiteness and our struggle, but it also represents our essential oneness and 

organic unity with the earth and the animals and all of creation.  Yet the writer goes on and says that God 

filled this dusty earthen vessel with the very breath of God.  In Hebrew, the “breath” or  “ruach” is     

equated with the spirit of God.  The very center and core of our being, then, has been penetrated,          

permeated and saturated with the spirit of the divine. Not only are we finite, but also we have a                

tremendous longing and urge for self-transcendence.  As another biblical writer declared,  ‘God has placed 

eternity in our hearts.” 

 The fact we are created by God holds the key to our identity and purpose on this earth.  Human  

beings are unique in this regard.  No other animal has the same capacity for self-transcendence. Even the 

most intelligent animals, some of which can communicate with other animals and possible with humans, 

don’t have this capacity.  A dolphin cannot stand outside of itself and contemplate that it is a dolphin. 

 Instead of saying, “I am dying, and I don’t know who I am,” we should be saying, “I am dying or 

living, and I do know who I am.”  I am a person of worth; created in the image of God.  Michelangelo was 

once asked how he created his great sculptures, such as David. He explained that he simply imagined the 

statue already inside the block of rough marble and then chipped away the excess to reveal what had    

always been there.  At the core of every human being is a beautiful and eternal soul.  Christians call it the 

Christ within.  Buddhist call it the Buddha nature.  Hindus call it the atman.  It is the beautiful, soulful and 

authentic self buried deep within.  It is who we really are, and it is waiting to be reborn in each of us.   
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                          ADULT BIBLE CLASS 

                                                       

                    “Our Post –Resurrection Lifestyle!”                   

 

Join us each Sunday Morning at 9:15 to focus on Biblical passages  

about the new life into which  

the Risen Christ calls us. 

 

 
                          ADULT BIBLE STUDIES 
 

 
               Tuesdays 7:30 pm in the Peace Lounge 
                        Book of Corinthians—April 

 
 
 
 
 

                                   Special Concert for the Tyler Clementi Foundation 

 

April 24, 2016 at 2:30 pm,  Westside Presbyterian Church will host Tyler’s Suite, a 
new and lauded nine-piece choral work dedicated to the memory of Ridgewood’s 
Tyler Clementi presented by the Choirs of Ridgewood High School and Ramapo 
College.  Tyler was a talented young musician who committed suicide after being 
bullied by his roommates  during his first weeks of college.  
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Church World Service has sent suggestions for helping Syrian refugees following the speaker at our  Mis-
sion luncheon on Mar. 13th. The Ridgewood News published a picture from this event.    Furniture and 
household items are not needed currently.  Requested are supplies to make up    Welcome kits including 
watches, calendars, money for bus tickets or one way NJ transit bus      tickets that do not expire, maps of 
Jersey City and a note of welcome.  The Missions committee will explore how this need can be met. Please 
let us know if you have access to any of this items or would like to help put together some kits. 

Thanks to all who helped with Family Promise on Mar. 18, 19, and 20 with donations of money and food, 
cooking, serving, entertainment, and sleeping over. Everyone had a good time with four homeless families. 
Special thanks to Anita Powell-Byrd for coordinating this event. She even had funds left to set aside for 
hosting Family Promise in September. 

The food collection for March goes to the Center for Food Action. There is not much food in the  food box 
so far this month and the need is great. April food will go to Social Services of            Ridgewood and Vicini-
ty. 

The next Mission Project will be the blanket drive on May 8th which is Mother’s Day.  This year the    blan-
kets will cost $10.00 and can be donated in memory of or in honor of family or friends.                     This is an-
other Church World Service project for disaster and refugee relief which is much needed at this time. Forms 
for donations will be available prior to May 8th. Volunteers are being sought for the new Peace and Justice 

Committee. Let Nancy or Joan know if you are interested. This is a new initiative in our goals for 2016 
and this committee will examine the root causes of injustice and work for a more just and peaceful 
world.  

 

 

                         Family Promise 

Many thanks to everyone who participated in Family Promise on March 
18/19.  The families enjoyed 2 delicious meals-fried chicken one night and tacos 

the next.  The kids had fun playing games, throwing balls, being read to and   chatting around the 
table with the EBC volunteers.   The parents spent time socializing, telling stories, discussing poli-
tics and laughing.  Creating a warm, inviting evening, and respecting the family’s needs for privacy 
and/or quiet time is important in a constantly changing group of volunteers.  I am happy to report 
that as of the week we hosted, all of the parents are now working.  This presents many challenges 
as the families are at a different house of worship in Bergen County every week, and some of the 
parents use public transportation to get back and forth to work, and have to manage their school 
aged children.  Imagine the difficulty of sending your child to school in Ridgewood every morning, 
getting on a bus to work in Teaneck or another town that is not close to Ridgewood, taking a bus 
back to Ridgewood in the evening to pick up your child from the Family Promise Day Center or af-
tercare at school and then taking public transportation to a host church in Closter.  It is exhausting 
just to think about it.  Thankfully, not all of the host congregations are as far away as Closter.  As 
you read this, please keep these families in your prayers.  It is hard to persevere in the face of 
many adversities.  Lastly, here are many ways you can help Family Promise.  Please visit ber-
genfamilypromise.org if you are interested in donating  your time or making a monetary donation. 

http://bergenfamilypromise.org/
http://bergenfamilypromise.org/
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Cultures and Friendship International 

Celebrating thirty years of international friendships! 

April 6 @ 10:30 am  Crafts with Ann Dunn 

April 20 @ 10:30 am  Meditation Program 

 

 

The Men's Fellowship will meet for breakfast on 

        Saturday, April 16, at 9:00 am in the Peace Lounge 

 

 

“DO WE REALIZE HOW DEEPLY WE ARE  LOVED?” 

Join us on April 24th at 7 pm in the Peace Lounge  

for a time of biblical reflection  

and mutual encouragement. 

Women of Emmanuel                                                  

  THANK YOU to Aurdrey Cocheo for hosting Readers’ Choice on Friday, March 18th, 
2016. May 20th we’ll gather at the home of Anita Powell Byrd to discuss  Friends, Lovers, 

Chocolate by Alexander McCall Smith.  6:74 p.m. – appetizers, followed by discussion.  
Please respond to Anita if you are able to attend. 

 The First Anniversary of the Community Pasta Dinner, sponsored by WE, 
Men’s Fellowship in conjunction with LRPC, held Tuesday,  March 15th at 6 p.m. 
in Heritage Hall was a great success!  There will be no dinner in April and all 
are asked to support the Men’s Fellowship Italian Festival.                                    

As this was our first anniversary celebration, participants were guests of         
Emmanuel.  Donations of $250 each were made to Social Services of                 
Ridgewood and the Center for Food Action.  These monies are from the            
proceeds of the pasta dinner.  

 

 

                                                            April  5th  at 10 a.m. is the WE Executive Meeting.  

Saturday, April 16th, at 10 a.m. Jennifer and her mother will lead us in making Chinese dumplings for the 
art show reception.  This is a fun event sponsored by Women of Emmanuel.  

Think Spring, and mark your calendar for May 13, 14 and 15 … The Spring Art Show and Sale.  Tickets 
are on sale now for the Friday night preview, which is 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m..  Tickets are $10 in advance 
and $15 at the door.  Delectable appetizers, desserts and coffee will be available Friday evening, along 
with music.  The show is open Saturday, May 14th from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, May 15th, with an 
Artists’ Reception at 11:45 a.m.  The show will close Sunday at 3:30 p.m. 
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            Emmanuel 

           14 Hope Street 

                    Ridgewood, NJ 07450 

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE SPRING ART SHOW AND SALE AT EMMANUEL           

MAY 13, 14 and 15, WE AGREE TO PRINT AN ADVERTISEMENT FOR: 

 

 

Name of Company_____________________________________________________ 

Attention: _________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________                          

Telephone No.______________________________________________________________ 

                 Centerfold                                                             $600.                                                                        10 x 8 SOLD 
 

                 Front Inside Cover                                               $300.                                                                        5 x 8   SOLD 
 

                 Front Inside Cover Face Page                          $300.                                                                        5 x 8  SOLD 
 

                 Front Inside Leading Page                                $300.                                                                        5 x 8  SOLD 
 

                 Back Outside Cover                                            $300.                                                                        5 x 8   SOLD 
 

                 Back Inside Cover                                                $300.                                                                         5 x 8  SOLD 
 

                 Back Inside Cover Face Page                           $300.                                                                        5 x 8   SOLD 
 

                 Full Page – Colored Paper                                $200.                                                                        5 x 8 
 

                 Full Page                                                                 $150.                                                                         5 x 8 
 

                 One-half page                                                       $100.                                                                         5 x 4 
 

                 One-quarter page                                                $ 75.                                                                         5 x 2 
 

                 Professional                                                          $ 50 Single line, with town 
 

                Patron                                                                      $ 35. Name only 
 

IMPORTANT: ALL COPY SHOULD BE CAMERA READY FOR PRINTING. DEADLINE FOR ALL COPY , 20 . 

PLEASE make checks payable to WE, Emmanuel and enclose your copy.  

Forward to:                  Marilyn Clark, Journal 
Emmanuel 
232 Glen Road 

Lake, NJ 07677 
 

Your contribution will benefit Emmanuel. 

 

 

DATE                            _AUTHORIZED BY________________________________________ 

SOLICITORS NAME____________________________________________ 

MARILYN CLARK, Chairman – 201-391-4720 
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Wider Circle of Prayer & Prayer Group 

 

                                 

 

Alive in a Global Uprising 

 

“Joining the Adventure of Jesus” is a starting line, not a finish Line. It leads us into a lifetime of learning 
and action. It challenges us to stand up against the way things have been and the way things are, to help 
create new possibilities for the way things can and should be. It enlists us as “contemplative activists” in 
an ongoing uprising of peace, freedom, justice and compassion. In this section, we focus on what it means 
for us to to join in this exciting adventure.   

 

Readings & Prayers from: We Make the Road by Walking—Please contact the church office if you want to 
use a copy.  

Monday through Sunday 

Read Intro, pg. 126   

4/4-4/10 Uprising of Discipleship, Ch 35 

4/4                      Prayer Group 

4/11-4/17            The Uprising of Worship, Ch 36 

4/18-4/24          The Uprising of Partnership, Ch 37 

4/25-5/1             The Uprising of Stewardship, Ch 38 

 

5/2-5/8               Whatever the Hardship, Keep Rising Up, Ch 39  

5/2               Prayer Group  

 

 

                                          Town Meeting    April 10th 

 

What is a “town meeting?”  This is a meeting open to all friends and members of           
Emmanuel to discuss joy and concerns, explore ideas and think about how  we can 

expand our ministry.  Marilyn Clark will lead the first two meeting beginning               
with, “What’s worth celebrating at Emmanuel,” followed with an interview with Pastor Gill. 
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Communications Tidbits      Dr. Donald Wheeler –                                                   
Chair, Communications Ministry 

Communications Tidbits will be presented in E-Happenings and              

Expectations occasionally. Send us a question or concern and we will 

respond! 

LIVE STREAMING OF SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Thanks to Bob MacPhee and Bar Regev continuous improvement of the LIVE STREAMING of our Sunday 
Worship. Jack Zeller, said he enjoyed watching from London where he was on a business trip recently! 
Terre Cassetta listens each Sunday and gives us useful feedback on the video quality. To watch LIVE, go 
to our website, www.ebcridgewood.org, click on the Worship page and then on Streaming Live.  Also, 
on the Worship page you may visit recent Sermons and Worship Services hosted by YouTube.  

For tips on operating YouTube on your computer, iPad or phone try https://support.google.com/
youtube/answer/3227608?hl=en or just experiment to adjust volume, picture size and fast-forward.  

 
PASTA DINNER ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

Sue Ulrich, former EBC Administrator, now Activities Director at Ridgecrest Apartments, Senior Afforda-
ble Housing Community in Ridgewood, presented a certificate of appreciation to Marilyn Clark for warm-
ly welcoming residents to Pasta Dinners. Several birthdays were celebrated including Nancy MacPhee 
and Jennifer Wang’s mother, Zong Xui Huang!  

 
EMMANUELITES PARTICIPATED IN HEALTHY CHURCHES – LEADERS TRAINING  

Rev. Dr. Elmo Familiaran, Associate Senior Minister (Dr. Souci Grimsley’s brother!) kicked off the Healthy 
Churches –Leaders Training of American Baptist Churches of NJ, held at Van Riper Ellis Broadway Baptist 
Church in Fairlawn. Lots of music and inspiration! An outstanding session on church governance and   
productive Church Council meetings led by Dr. Laura Miraz attracted 5 Emmanuelites including  our  
Moderator, Janet Poinsette, Marilyn Clark, Dave Shaver, Russ Edwards and Don Wheeler. Pastor Ken 
found the session on The Critical Value of Vision: Leading a Congregation toward the Future  extremely 
valuable. It was led by Rev. Dr. Frank Frischkorn. It was good to see Rev. Dr. Stacey Turk, former Assoc. 
Pastor at Emmanuel, who is flourishing as pastor of First Baptist Community Church of Parsippany, NJ. I 
believe she said she is in her tenth year!  

 
NEAL HATCHER SHARES EXPERIENCES TEACHING ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE AT THE MEN’S 
BREAKFAST IN MARCH 

Fifteen Emmanuel men listened with great interest as Neal Hatcher shared his experiences teaching  
English to Spanish speaking adults wherever they could meet in groups of one or two in their homes in 
nearby towns. Conversations easily turn to the challenges of work, family and everyday life for these 
hardworking people. Neal helps not only with English but in many other ways as a teacher and friend---      
completely on a volunteer basis without remuneration.   

Your suggestions for Communications Tidbits- this irregular un-official news item- are welcome. Send to    
office@ebcridgewood.org or Don Wheeler at drdwheeler@optonline.net 

http://www.ebcridgewood.org
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/3227608?hl=en
https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/3227608?hl=en
mailto:office@ebcridgewood.org
mailto:drdwheeler@optonline.net
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If you would like to join the choir, we have a shortened rehearsal at 12 pm on    
Sundays, after a brief fellowship time.  Our goal is to present an anthem once a 
month (in robes), and we always welcome new (or returning) voices. 

 

God’s Alternative Vision For Everyone  
Christian spirituality means eating together, sharing together, drinking together, talking with each     
other, receiving each other, experiencing God’s presence through each other, and in doing so,             
proclaiming the gospel as God’s alternative vision for everyone. Elizabeth Schussler Fiorenza 

 

A Prayer by Thomas Merton  
Give me the strength that waits upon you in silence and peace. Give me humility in which alone is rest, 
and deliver me from pride which is the heaviest of burdens. Possess my whole heart and soul with the 
simplicity of love. Occupy my whole life with the one thought and the one desire of love that I may love 
not for the sake of merit, not for the sake of perfection, not for the sake of virtue, not for the sake of 
sanctity, but for you alone.  

 

Do you have an idea, thought or topic that you would like to share in our monthly newsletter? 

Let’s Recycle….Please consider donating your used eyeglasses. 

Box is located in library. 

The Far Side Discussion Group 
Thursday at 12:00 pm 

 
We are reading Eckhart Toile’s book, A New Earth. 

 
Join us for a stimulating discussion on books ranging from religion         
& culture, theology, politics and current affairs. Bring a lunch. 
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7- Diana Barbieri 

14- Kerri Kroeker 
 
 
 

April Anniversary 
 

17th—Irene & Marek Jura 

                                 April 

                                                  EBC VISION STATEMENT 

 

A growing community, celebrating the rich diversity of God’s people and treasuring our    
common humanity, sharing and learning about Christ’s love in the contemporary world through 
worship, spiritual disciplines, intellectual study, mission work, social and environmental justice,     
advocacy and artistic, interfaith and multicultural experiences. We welcome everyone’s company at 

our table, as Jesus did. (Revised December 7, 2014 with input from the Congregation) 

                            Cultures and Friendship International 

Group enjoyed hearing from our three guest speakers about their lives in India 
and the U.S. on March 23rd. 
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           April 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

2 

3 

9:15 Adult   
Sunday School 

10:30 am    
Worship  

12:00 pm  
Choir Practice 

4 

 

 

 

7:30 pm        
Prayer Group 

5 

10:00 am WE 

Executive Mtg 

 

7:30 pm Bible 
Study 

6 

10:30 am CFI 
Meeting 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

 
 

7 

12:00 noon Dis-
cussion Group 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

8 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

9 

10 

9:15 Adult   
Sunday School 
10:30 am    
Worship  
“Town” Mtg 
after service 
12:00 pm  
Choir Practice        
1:00 pm W&M 

11 

 

 

7:30 pm       
Deacon/      
Trustees Mtg 

12 

 

 

7:30 pm Bible 
Study 

13 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

 
 

14 

12:00 noon Dis-
cussion Group 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

15 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

16 

9:00 am          
Men’s Fellow- 
ship Breakfast 

1:30 am WE 
Chinese  Dump-
ling  Making           
All are           
welcome 

17   9:15 Adult   
Sunday School 

10:30 am    
Worship  

12:00 pm  
Choir Practice 

Pastor Gill’s  1st 
year Anniver-
sary Luncheon 

18 19 

 

 

7:30 pm Bible 
Study 

20 

 

10:30 am CFI 
Mtg 

8:30 pm  AA 

 
 

21 

12:00 noon Dis-
cussion Group 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

22 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

23 

 

 

5:30 pm Italian 

Festival 

24  
9:15 Adult   
Sunday School 
10:30 am    
Worship  
12:00 pm  
Choir Practice 
7:00 pm 
Wo m e n ' s  
R e fl e c ti o n  

25 

 

 

7:30 pm     
Council Mtg 

26 

 

 

7:30 pm Bible 
Study 

27 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

 
 

28 

12:00 noon Dis-
cussion Group 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

29 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

30 


