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EXPECTATIONS  

Ex-pec-ta-tions—noun 

the act or state of looking forward or anticipating  
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 Sunday Worship  Schedule  

10:30 am Worship 

All are welcome! 

 

 

 

Emanuel Baptist Church 

Ridgewood, NJ 

 

“Emmanuel is an inclusive congreation 

inspired by the transforming grace of God and the living  

presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
Our mission is to demonstrate joyfully 

 

love for neighbor in word and deed, locally and globally." 
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Members of the Congregation 

 

Senior Minister 

 

Pastor Kenneth Gill 

 

Emmanuel 

“God with us… We with  
 

14 Hope Street, Ridgewood, NJ  07450 

(201) 444-7300 

EBCridgewood.org 
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                                                       REFLECTIONS ON “THE FESTIVAL OF FAITHS”-2016 
 
 
“The peace produced by grace is a spiritual stability too deep for violence-it is 
unshakeable.”                         Thomas Merton 
 
 
The theme for the  2016 “Festival of Faiths” conference in Louisville Kentucky was 
“Sacred Wisdom: Pathways to Nonviolence.”  Sponsored by Louisville’s Center for Interfaith Relations,  the festival 
was inspired many years ago by the contemplative monk and theologian , Thomas Merton, who lived and died in 
the Gethsemane Monastery just outside of Louisville.   
 
The most noted theologians, activists, journalists and clergy from their respective fields and from many religious 
traditions joined together for five days in an incredibly powerful and articulate forum highlighting the causes and 
solutions for confronting violence is the world today.  There was Arun Gandhi, grandson of Mahatma Gandhi, the 
Rev. Allan Boesak, the South African anti-apartheid activist and theologian and author  Karen Armstrong,  the     
former catholic nun is  now a major global voice in the state and future of religion. 
 
Almost all voices echoed the same warning-these are dark, dangerous and opportune times for the history of     
humanity.  Many of the  critical issues facing humanity-looming environmental disaster,  racism, Islamaphobia,   
economic inequality, etc.- all find themselves at a “tipping point” with the human race facing an “existential        
moment” in terms of its own survival. We are increasingly a “global village” but we are, as well,  increasingly        
polarized and fragmented along the lines of race, class, religion and politics. The tone, however, was not all doom 
and gloom.  Religion, at its core, offers tremendous hope and resources for a world desperately searching for a 
moral and philosophical anchor.  Whether it be the Catholicism or Protestantism, the Jews, the Muslims, the      
Buddhists or the Hindus, each has as its authentic center many of the same core principles-Compassion, justice and 
respect and dignity for the worth and well-being of every human life and for all of creation.   
 
Each day we started the morning with an hour of prayer and meditation led by representatives of the various faith 
groups.  Although  attendees came  from a great diversity of cultures and spiritual practices, we  found ourselves 
unified and inspired by the rich silence and symbols that the multitude of faiths  brings to the spiritual life.  All of 
this happened in the context and with the support of Louisville’s city government and mayor, who has led            
Louisville into being named “the most compassionate city in the U.S.” for several years in a row. 
 
Ironically, as hundreds of people gathered in the Actor’s Theatre in Louisville to consider the issue of nonviolence, 
across the street the N.R.A. was holding their national convention and being addressed by a prominent Kentucky 
senator who proposed allowing guns in every classroom.   Almost as a kind of cosmic joke, one of the Festival’s  
participants, a blacksmith -who represents a ministry called Raw Tools-was at work on his forge, only a block 
away,  hammering guns used in street crimes into garden tools.  I guess God has a sense of humor.   
 
The reality is that peacemaking is hard work and demands a lot of dialogue and understanding-peacemaking is any-
thing but “passive.” One speaker reminded us that nonviolence really begins as we allow ourselves to experience 
and understand another person’s pain and then make a commitment to do what we can to alleviate that           
suffering.  Peace must begin within our own hearts as we cultivate our personal connection with the divine -as   
Mahatma Ghandi said, “we must become the change we seek to be.” 
 
I will be sharing my experience of the conference over the coming weeks with you in bits and pieces but I want you 
to know that I came back with the assurance that we at Emmanuel can be a small but vital part in  being a force for 
compassion and nonviolence in a world that is-as George Carlin once said-”dark and getting darker.”  This is so   
because there is not only darkness in the world but a lot of light and beauty and we can be a part of that by letting 
our own little light shine in many very daily and practical ways.  As one of the Buddhist’s brothers stated: “the task 
of Buddhism is to enter joyfully into a suffering world.”  Many of our hearts break every day for the suffering we 
see around us and often very close to us.  Today, one of the Holmstead teachers shared with me about the 15 year 
old brother of one of her students who committed suicide only a few days ago.  What would drive a young person 
to kill himself-or in the case of murder or mass-murder kill others?  It can only have to do with the tremendous,    
psychic and spiritual pain and weight that our world, and especially our young people, are suffering under.  And 
yet, we attempt to do as the Apostle Paul said and “count it all joy-to believe that there is more to life than meets 
the eye and that the “eternal” reality and the values it embodies-love, justice, mercy, joy and peace-can be            
incarnated  in this world even in the midst of suffering and despair. 
I have long been a fan of Thomas Merton. His books and ideas have helped lay the foundation for a compelling and 
sustainable spirituality for the 21st century.  He was a mystic and a brilliant scholar but the heart of his teaching was 
quite simple: the well-being of the world (and our own well being) is rooted in the grace of God which gives birth 
to peace.  Until we experience that deep, holy place within us-the “cave of the heart”, the place where God dwells- 
all of our well intentioned activism around peacemaking will be hollow and ineffectual. 

Thoughts  From 
 

Pastor Gill 
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PLEASE SIGN UP NOW: DON’T MISS IT 

Integrity and Healthy Communications for EBC!!                   

Saturday, June 11, 9:00-12:30, All invited! 

 

 

 

Led by Dr. Laura Miraz, Associate Executive Director, American Baptist Home Missions Valley Forge, PA 

Healthy, honest communication is a key to growing our church in faith, community and outreach. Dr. 
Miraz and “local talent” will open us up to new, exciting possibilities. Recently five Emmanuelites           
participated in Dr. Miraz’ outstanding workshop on Integrity of the Church at the COAL meetings of    
American Baptist Churches, NJ.  To reserve your spot call Jo Marie at church at 201-444-7300, weekdays, 
9am-1pm, M-Th, or leave a message. Or Sign-Up  at Coffee hour.  

PROGRAM 

9:00 Coffee-Bagels --- and meet Laura! 

9:15 Meditation with new sound effects --- Pastor Ken Gill 

9:30 Delights and Challenges of Church Communication--- Dr. Miraz 

10:15 Brief (Really) Break 

10:25 Skits, Role Play & Humor- with local talent-   followed by the Critics (us) Corner 

12:15 Lunch and “Spirit-Guided” Communications- Laura is available for conversations till 1:30. Pastors Ken 
& Judy, and  Pastoral Relations and Communications Ministry members will also linger, as they are able, 

for chats and comforting words.    
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Wider Circle of Prayer & Prayer Group 

 

Alive in the Spirit of God 

 

Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would take the work he began and extend it across space and time, 
creating a global spiritual community to keep welcoming and embodying what he called the reign or king-
dom or commonwealth of God 

In this section, we ask this key question: How can we participate with the Spirit in this ongoing spiritual 
movement? That word Spiritual means a lot of things, but for us it will mean any experience of or re-
sponse to the moving of the Spirit of God in our lives and in our world” 

 

Readings & Prayers from: We Make the Road by Walking—Please contact the church office if you want to 
use a copy.  

 

Monday through Sunday 

Read Introduction  pg. 202 

 

6/6  Prayer Group led by Don Wheeler 7:30pm- 9:00pm 
 
6/6-6/12    Spirit of Love: Loving Self  Ch 44 
 
6/13-6/19              Spirit of Unity and Diversity  Ch 45 
 
6/20-6/26             Spirit of Service  Ch 46 
 
6/27-7/3    The Spirit Conspiracy  Ch 47 
 
7/4- 7/10    Spirit of Power  Ch 48  
 

 

 

                                                  



5 

 

Peace and Justice Committee 

The Peace and Justice Committee   is a committee of the Mission Board. The Committee’s work and our  
purpose is to proclaim the living Gospel, examining root causes of injustice and working for a more just 
and sustainable world. We will expand the areas of work currently being done through Emmanuel, as well 
as work with the current Mission projects in this area. Our focus is two-fold: 

• Education: raising awareness of important issues and providing information to educate the members and 
friends of the Congregation about the story behind the issue – the root causes of unjust situations – and ways 
they can be challenged. 

• Advocacy: providing opportunities for action to address root causes, whether by making a public state-
ment, signing a petition, writing a letter or op-ed, joining a demonstration or contacting elected and policy 
officials. Our work will be done within the parameters of the Mission and Vision of Emmanuel. 

 We invite everyone to bring forth a situation that needs our attention, and to participate in Education and 
Advocacy. 

Five Welcome Kits were delivered to Church World Service in Jersey City for arriving Syrian                     
refugees.  Each kit contains a large calendar, a watch,  a Jersey City Map, a calculator,  enough money 
for a monthly bus pass, and two lovely welcome cards designed by the children of Emmanuel.  A rally to 
meet these refugees will be held in Jersey City on June 24th from 1 to 4 pm sponsored by Church World 
Service. Please consider attending and get details from Nancy Shaver.    Thanks to all who helped make 
this possible.     Four members of EBC attended the annual meeting of the North New Jersey Baptist   
Association at Van Riper - Ellis  Baptist Church on May 22nd.  Miriam  Mendez,  the new Associate        
Regional Pastor for ABCNJ was the speaker.     One Great Hour of Sharing will be the Mission Project for 
June.    Emergency grants given by OGHS in April include $10,000  to Zambia where refugees have been 
the target of violence;  $7000 to Equador because of the earthquake;  and $5000 for the Japan earth-
quake.  These are just a fraction of help given. This offering is taken by many denominations. Nancy is a 
member of the World Relief Committee which decides on grants and will be meeting in June.   More 
food has been donated for the Center for Food Action this month than in recent onths.  Hurray!   See 
Missionary Lauran Bethell's thank you letter to Emmanuel on the Mission bulletin board.     
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Family Promise is happy to report that Gloria and Sydnee have moved out into their own housing!  Some 
of you may have met Gloria and Sydnee in either September or March.  See the letter below that Gloria 
sent to everyone who volunteers for Family Promise, and join us in praying for a secure new life for their 
family. 
Everyone at Family Promise is invested in each family’s success. Volunteers work tirelessly to provide 
needed support in a home-like environment for the families in the Network Program. Read the letter 
below to hear how your kindness changed one family’s life forever… 
 
Dear Family Promise Staff, Coordinators, Volunteers and Friends, 
Words cannot express how grateful I am to you all!! 
During a time when I was feeling down and lost, your program and the wonderful people who work and 
volunteer there came into my life. Even though it was not the ideal situation it was what I needed in my 
life. God works in mysterious ways. 
I’ve learned so much about myself and the love, prayers and generosity of strangers who have become 
friends is the reason. 
Thank you for being there for my daughter and me during a time when no one else was. 
Thank you again, 
Gloria and Sydnee 
 
How you can help. If you can donate any of the following items, please call us at 201-833-8009. Thank 
you! 
Family Promise Wish List:   
Air Conditioners for apartments 
Laundry detergent and fabric softener 
Paper plates (heavy duty) 
Feminine hygiene products. 

 

Family Game/ Movie night was a great success with 15 adults and 10 children attend-
ing.  Everyone had fun playing games and watching the Peanut  movie.  Thank you Jen-
nifer Tu for all your work to make this event special. 

Everyone is invited to the church picnic after worship service on Sunday, June 5.  It will 
be a great time of fellowship and good food.  Come and bring the whole family. 

Youth Sunday is June 12 when all the children and youth participate in the church      
services.  This marks the closing of Sunday School for the summer. 
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The Men’s Fellowship will meet for breakfast on  Saturday June 25 at 9:00 am in the Peace Lounge 

 

“Walking in the Spirit of God” 

Join us on June 12th, at 7 pm  in the Peace Lounge, as we consider 
what it means to walk in the Spirit each day. 

 

Women of Emmanuel                                                  

 There will be no Readers’ Choice during the summer and it will resume in         
September. 

                                                           The Community Pasta Dinner  

Save the date: Tuesday June 21st @ 6 pm 

The menu includes salad, pasta, meatballs, sausage, dessert and coffee bring your     
appetite and your friends! These dinners are sponsored by the Men’s Fellowship       
and Women of Emmanuel in conjunction with the LRPC. All are welcome, guests         
are encouraged. As seating is limited, it is good to reserve in advance by calling the    
church office. 

 

 

                                                              

THE SPRING ART SHOW AND SALE was a huge success!  Thirty-three artists participated and 116   
pieces of art were displayed.  Thank you to all who contributed food, support and art; you are greatly 
appreciated.  Over $6,500 was raised for this event, $3000 of which is earmarked for Emmanuel and 
represents Women of Emmanuel’s pledge to the church for 2016. 

 

WE “OUT TO LUNCH” is scheduled for Tuesday, June 7th at Noon at Limoncello, 32 Franklin Turnpike, 
Waldwick.  All are welcome!  Please sign up with Marilyn, 201-391-4720.  The price is $17, all inclusive, 
and consists of:   Pasta, Salad, Choice of 3 entrees (chicken, fish or pasta) dessert and coffee.   
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If you would like to join the choir, we have a shortened rehearsal at 12 pm on    
Sundays, after a brief fellowship time.  Our goal is to present an anthem once a 
month (in robes), and we always welcome new (or returning) voices. 

 

A personal submission from Don Wheeler: 

 

              Awareness 
Our spiritual journey requires a deepening awareness of our own shadow and light. It requires a      

rigorous commitment to ‘catching ourselves in the act’ of automatic, programmed responses. It      

requires choosing instead to respond from the place of light in us and to call forth that light in every 

life we touch. It requires a descent into our deepest, truest self, into the wellspring of Divine Love in 

us. That descent involves a thousand deaths to the ego, a constant pattern of letting go and surren-

dering at deeper and deeper levels. The descent often involves suffering which we do not choose—it 

chooses us. 
K. Killian Noe,   
  
Do you have an idea, thought or topic that you would like to share in our monthly newsletter? If so 
please send your submission for Expectations to the church office at office@ebcridgewood.org. 
 

Let’s Recycle….Please consider donating your used eyeglasses. 

Box is located in library. 

The Far Side Discussion Group 
Thursday at 12:00 pm 

 
We are reading Karen Armstrong’s book                                                        

12 Steps to a Compassionate Life. 
 

Join us for a stimulating discussion on books ranging from religion         
& culture, theology, politics and current affairs. Bring a lunch. 

http://inwardoutward.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=838944ee48d7a9d35dcce6d60&id=27ed3105ea&e=227e2da673
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1– Marguerite Young 

5-  Lynne Krzeminski 

6– William Wang 

7-  Lisa Donzelli 

11 -  Daria Patti 

15-  Vesa Wang 

27 -  Jennifer (Yi) Tu 

28 -  Veronica Wang 

          Andy Degelman 

 

 

 

 

June Anniversary 

6th—Kyun & Choon Hyun 

11th-  Sharon & Merl Brockway  

24th -  Audrey & Frank Cocheo 

30th Nancy & Dave Shaver 

                June Birthdays 
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     A NEW LOGO FOR EMMANUEL 
 

The Church Council has previewed and is enthusiastically recommending a new log for Emmanuel 
to the congregation.  The new design will be presented at an informational meeting for the entire 
congregation, June 12, right after the morning service.  The Communication Committee members 
worked with a top tier marketing and design group, " Words and Pictures" in the creation of the 
logo and in recommending a new website and marketing campaign for Emmanuel. Thanks to the 
Communications Ministry Committee members who are working on this project: 
Don Wheeler-Chair 
Patrice Foresman 
Jessica Massler 
Pastor Gill   

Suggestion Box 
 

At the request of some members of the congregation, our suggestion box will be returned and placed 
in the pastors lounge.  Please note that anonymous suggestions will not be taken into consideration . 

 The church  moderator will review the suggestions with the Pastor for distribution to the appropriate 
ministry, committee or council.  

Beautifying Emmanuel 

Thanks to Sami Belford, Maurek and Pastor Gill for the landscaping project                      
surrounding the sign on Ridgewood Ave. 
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An Outstanding Italian Festival by Emmanuel's Men's Fellowship        
Don Wheeler  Communications Ministry  
 

What a terrific night it was: the food, the people, the spirit of the event! It was inspiring to see people 
having such a good time, getting to know each other better, Marilyn Clark said it well in church school 
class: "this is Emmanuel at our best." We had stories, like the not-very-young-at-all woman who came 
with her not-so-young-daughter. Mom said she was pure Italian. She loved the food and the fact that 
the money would go for homeless people in Paterson. 

If you were there you would have noticed the young couple with two lovely grade school aged girls-   
neighbors of Pastor Ken. They showed up very late and were about to leave when we coaxed them back 
in, set up a table for them, and made sure they got what they needed when some food had already run 
out and then their girls had a great time with the other kids making gorgeous Earth Day designs on tee 
shirts.  Their parents teach Church School at St. Elizabeth's Episcopal in Ridgewood. Thanks to             
Jennifer, Christy,  Ali and others for the special night for kids!. 
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EBC VISION STATEMENT 

A growing community, celebrating the rich diversity of God’s people and treasuring our    
common humanity, sharing and learning about Christ’s love in the contemporary world through    
worship, spiritual disciplines, intellectual study, mission work, social and environmental justice,      

advocacy and artistic, interfaith and multicultural experiences. We welcome everyone’s company at 
our table, as Jesus did.                                                                                                                         

(Revised December 7, 2014 with input from the Congregation) 

Family Promise hosts 2016 Hike or Bike event 

 Family Promise of Bergen County hosted its Hike or Family Promise of Bergen County hosted its Hike 

or  

Youth Council volunteers, Emily Padovano, Kate Leonard, & Katie Byrd ,  help out with the Hike and  Bike. 

 

Family Promise of Bergen County hosted its Hike or Bike event at Van Neste Square in Ridgewood on       

Sunday,   May 1st, benefiting homeless working families. 

Participants chose between a three-mike hike, a three-mike bike ride, or a 15-mile bike ride. There was       

also a “Hike or Trike” event for young participants under 5. 

http://www.bergen.com/people-and-parties/walks-and-runs/family-promise-hosts-2016-hike-or-bike-event-1.1556977
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   June 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

29 9:15 Adult 
Sunday 
School    

10:30 am           
Worship       

Town Mtg       

12:00 pm Choir 
Practice  

30 

Memorial Day 

Office closed 

 

 

31 

 

 

 

7:30 pm Bible 
Study 

1 

 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

2 

12:00 noon  
Discussion 
Group 
 

7:30 pm ESL 

3 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

4 

5 One Great 
Hour of Sharing 

10:30 am       
Worship  
 
Church picnic 

6 

 

 

7:30 pm    

Prayer Group 

7 

10:00 am       

WE Executive 

Mtg  Off-site 
 

 

8 

10:30 am CFI 
Meeting  
Luncheon  
 

8:30 pm  AA 

 

9 

12:00 noon  
Discussion 
Group 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

10 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

11 

9:00 am –12:30 
pm 
Communica-
tions   
Workshop 

12   OGHS 

Youth Sunday 

10:30 am      
Worship  

12:00 pm Choir 
Practice 

1:00 pm  

W&M Mtg 

 

13 

 

 

 

7:30 pm        
Deacon/
Trustees Mtg 

14 

 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

16 

12:00 noon  
Discussion 
Group 

 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

17 

 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

18 

 

 

19   OGHS 

10:30 am      
Worship  

12:00 pm  Choir 
Practice 

7 pm  Women’s 
Reflection Grp 

20 

 

 

 

7:30 pm     
Council Mtg 

21 

 

 

6:00 pm       
Pasta dinner  

22 

 

 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

23 

12:00 noon  
Discussion 
Group 

 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

24 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

25 

9:00 am          
Men’s            
Fellowship 
Breakfast 

 

 

 

26   OGHS 
 
10:30 am      
Worship  
 
12:00 pm Choir 
Practice 
 

27 

 

 

 

28 

 

 

 

29 

 

 

 

8:30 pm  AA 

 

30 

12:00 noon  
Discussion 
Group 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

1 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8:30 

pm  AA 

2 


