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EXPECTATIONS 

Emmanuel is a growing,      

welcoming, caring                

community, celebrating the 

rich diversity of God’s           

Creation, treasuring our             

common humanity and            

following the way of Christ’s 

love, justice and mercy in         

today’s world..  

 

The Ministry at Emmanuel 
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Senior Minister 

Pastor Kenneth Gil 

IN THIS ISSUE 

Table of Contents 

Welcome……………………….1 

Pastor’s Message………..…2-3 

Church Ministries…………..4-8           

News/Celebration/Mission  
Statement………………… .9-11 
 
Calendar………………………12 
 
Sunday Worship 10:30 am 
All are Welcome! 
 

 
 
 
www.emmanuelridgewood.org 
https://facebook.com/emmanuelridgewood 
Twitter.com/emmanuel07450 

Monthly Newsletter  June 2017 

 



2 

 

 

    
        
 
 
 
 

AN EXTRAVAGANT WELCOME 
 
 
 
 I noticed that President Trump received what was described by the press as          
“an extravagant welcome” from  King Salman of Saudi Arabia when he recent-
ly visited there. Last Sunday Emmanuel celebrated an “Extravagant Welcome” Sunday recognizing 
our recent affiliation with A.W.A.B. (Affirming and Welcoming American Baptists).  This organization 
advocates for the full acceptance in congregations of all L.G.B.T.Q. persons (Lesbian, Gay,            
Bi-Sexual, Transgender and Queer/Questioning).  We were privileged to host three very compelling 
guests, each with their own unique story and perspective on this and other pressing social 
isues:  Mr. Stephen Bouchard former AWAB member, State Senator Ray Lesniak (Gubernatorial 
candidate and human rights champion) and State Assemblyman Tim Eustace (Deputy Conference 
Leader). 
 
All three of our guests emphasized  the importance of what Emmanuel and other congregations are 
doing as a way of breaking the “glass ceiling” for L.G.B.T.Q. persons.  As one of our guests said, 
“Everyone is looking for a spiritual home.”  I agree with that and I believe that it is Emmanuel’s 
unique role and mission to open its doors to “the house of God” as wide as possible so that the 
many who might never enter a traditional church might find the love, support, and acceptance that 
we all need and desire. 
 
The Apostle Paul admonished us to “Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed us, to the glory 
of God.”   Its time in the life of the Christian Church for congregations to walk their talk.  Jesus     
ministry and modus operandi leave little wiggle room.  We have no excuse and no authority to      
exclude an open hearted seeker from full and free membership into the body of Christ, regardless of 
their pedigree or theological orthodoxy.  I spent a good chunk of my ministry in the Church of God of 
Anderson, Indiana.  It is one of the few Christian denomination whose congregations still have no 
“membership.”  The idea is that only God can place an individual into the body of Christ, the church 
is not something that one “joins” like a club, rather the church is a living, organism that grows and is 
grafted together as God graciously adds to it.  Ultimately, God is the “decider in chief” and deter-
mines the parameters for membership into God’s family. 
 
At Emmanuel our intention is not to build a “gay” church just as we don’t intend to build a “straight” 
church.  Our intention is to build a “great” church which, by definition, is one in which there’s room at 
God’s table for all people, of all color and classes and even sexual identities.  Thanks to you who 
are “constituents” of Emmanuel who are open-minded and open-hearted enough to make that vision 
into a reality.  
 
 
 
 

 

      Thoughts from Pastor Gill 
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 The donations for purchasing blankets for Church World Service has totaled 

$650 including a $50 donation from the Men's Fellowship.  Thanks to everyone 

who purchased blankets in honor of or in.  That's 65 blankets!      There were 

about 45 people in attendance at the Social Justice Forum on May 16th and several speakers ad-

dressed the issues of climate control and taking care of our planet. The Forum will be explained 

more in detail elsewhere in this document. 

      In June,  the Mission Committee will be sharing details about One Great Hour of Sharing and 

receiving this offering to benefit victims of disaster,  refugees,  and programs designed to help in 

developing countries.   Nancy and Dave Shaver recently traveled to India to visit schools and         

hospitals which have received grants from this offering. 

        Remember to bring in groceries to share with those less fortunate in our own communi-

ties.  Soon children will be home from school and need this help even more.  The food box is locat-

ed in the hall outside the sanctuary and at the end of May, the food will be delivered to the Center 

for Food Action.            

MISSIONS 
 …………..at home and around the world 

Extravagant  Sunday 

Heidi Ehman and Joe Osborne with Hope Osborne, Assemblyman Tim Eustace, Stephen Bouchard (former AWAB Board 
Member), Rev. Dr. Kenneth Gill, Senior Minister  
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                                                                  From the Communications Director  

COMMUNICATIONS                 
  O 

  R 

  N 

 E 

 R 

 

            Please see several projects, events, publicity, and social media underway at  

            Emmanuel. 

             

             Advertisements: Emmanuel placed an advertisement in the Ridgewood                  

            Football Schedule Posters to run from August 2017-November 2017. 

             

Business Cards: Business cards with church logo and contact information 

were       designed, created, and ordered for the church. The purpose of this church 

business card is  so that congregation members can invite friends, acquaintances, 

and anyone that they know to visit or attend events at the church.  

Website: Website (www.emmanuelridgewood.org) has been updated as need-

ed.     Press release page updated as needed.  

Social Media:  

A new church Meetup.com account was created for the Uncoupling Support Group.  The Uncoupling Sup-

port Group Meetup has 107 members in it.  

A new email address, socialmedia@emmanuelridgewood.org, was created to link all of the church's social 

media. Social Media has been updated as needed.  

As of this report, dated 5/25/17, here are the social media statistics: 

Facebook: Emmanuel’s Facebook profile has 223 friends in comparison to only 1 friend prior to my 

hiring.  Emmanuel’s Facebook Page has 136 likes. 

Twitter: Emmanuel's Twitter page has 21 Followers. If you are on Twitter, please follow the church at 

https://twitter.com/Emmanuel07450 

YouTube: Emmanuel's YouTube page has 13 Subscribers. Follow the church's Live Stream at 

www.TinyURL.com/EmmanuelStream 

 

Publicized Events (May 2017): 

** Please note that each event requires pre-event and post-event publicity depending on event needs. Pub-

licity        includes but is not limited to internal communication, press release, website slider and updates, 

Facebook event and posts, social media updates, program, flyers, and media outreach. 

Monthly Peace and Justice Forums (May 16th) 

Monthly Community Pasta Dinners (May 16th) 

Extravagant Welcome Sunday (May 21st) 

Ruth Bauer Neustadter's Mixed Painting Exhibit at Emmanuel (May 13th- May 25th) 

Uncoupling Support Group (May 11th- June 1st)  

http://www.TinyURL.com/EmmanuelStream
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 Wider Circle of Prayer & Prayer Group 
***Reading, Brian McLaren, The Great Spiritual 
Migration: How the World’s    Largest Religion is 
Seeking a Better Way  to be Christian.  (Readings 

now correspond the Chapters discussed in the 
Adult Class with Pastor Judy on Sun-
day morning 9:15) 
 Preface and Introduction…. To take a second 
look at McLaren’s “Faith Journey” that has led to 
his present thinking…  
 

Did you finish this yet? Part III.   The Missional 
Migration: From Organized Religion to       
Organizing Religion 
  
Appendix II: Fourteen Precepts of Just and Gener-
ous Christianity 

Appendix III: More on Beliefs— this is well worth 
reading, but not easy 
  
For a copy of either The Great Spiritual Migra-
tion,  please ask Jo Marie in the Church of-
fice,  Pastor Judy or Don Wheeler 
 

PRAYER GROUP MEETING .  

Next MEETING on Monday, June 5, 2017, led 
by Pastor Gill 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible in the Contemporary World 
with the Pastor 
There will be no Bible studies from May to 
August but will resume in September. 

 

 

 

 

All classes will resume in the fall. 

Enjoy your summer! 

 

 

 

 

Women of Emmanuel     
“Out to Lunch” Limoncello, 
Tuesday June 13th.  Price is 
$17.00 which includes;         
appetizer, entree, dessert and 
coffee all inclusive. 
Sign up with Marilyn.  
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CULTURES AND FRIENSHIP INTERNATIONAL 

June luncheon will be held at Sakura Bana Restaurant  
On June 14th at noon. 

 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

Next scheduled breakfast is June 24th at 9 am. 
 
 
 

 

 

WOMEN’S REFLECTION GROUP 

Join us on June 25th at 7 in the Peace Lounge for Biblical  
Reflection and mutual support as we seek to stay rooted and 
grounded in God’s love 

 

 

 

 

The next  COMMUNITY PASTA DINNER is scheduled for 
June 27th at 6 p.m.  Please come and bring friends.  It is 
nice to know attendance ahead of time in order to plan          
accordingly, so please call either the church office,                 
201-444-7300, or Marilyn, 201-391-4720.  

 

 

 

 

ESL Community Outreach Program 

All are welcome to join our ESL Program 
on Thursday evenings at 7:30. Members 
practice reading and speaking skills in a 
small group setting. 
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       Congregants’ Corner 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Do you have an idea, thought or topic that you would like to share in our 
monthly newsletter?  If so please send your submissions for               
Expectations to the church office at office@emmanuelridgewood.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Brown Bag Discussion Group 

Monday at 12:00 pm 
 

Join us for a stimulating discussion on books ranging from  
religion & culture, theology, politics and current affairs.  

Bring a lunch. All are welcome. 
Currently discussing, Wages of Rebellion by Chris Hedges 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Let’s recycle…… Please consider donating your used  
eyeglasses. Box is located in library. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Pledge Income 4/30/17                        Current Year             Last Year 
Anticipated, based on pledges:             $  27,657.67 
Received:                                              $  34,723.85 
Ahead/(Shortfall)                                   $    7,066.18            $ 4,934.17 
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     COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY --    

Appreciation for a Successful Collaboration: Post-Climate March Action for a 

More Hopeful Future   

 

Don Wheeler 

As the coordinator of this event, I want to express my profound and heartfelt gratitude, my               
enthusiastic appreciation to all Emmanuel people who made last night’s experience possible. The 
evening included a shared Pasta Dinner and singing followed by the Forum on “Post-Climate March 
Action for a More Hopeful Future” and a viewing of “No Boundaries”, eighteen of Ruth Neustadter’s 
mixed-media paintings. The activities were enjoyed by 45 people. The Peace and Justice Forum is an 
activity of the Missions Ministry led by Nancy Shaver and Joan Massler.   

 

 Our deepest thanks to our whole Emmanuel family, past and present who has nurtured, challenged 
and comforted one another in these years of rapid and often unnerving social change. You made it 
possible for us to share a meal and hear the stories of over thirty persons from a wide variety of    
backgrounds who participated in the People’s March for Climate, Jobs and Justice. They were our  
honored guests at the Pasta Dinner at no cost to them. This was a generous gesture of affirmation, 
appreciation and welcome that I know they appreciated.  

 

These monthly Pasta Dinners together are so important!  I am very thankful to Marilyn, Wally, Dave, 
David, Justin, Rudy, my friend Bill and many others for producing Pasta Dinners with such generosity 
and grace.  

 

I felt Emmanuel was at our best! Marilyn Clark had welcomed my suggestion that Climate March group 
share their songs with everyone in a sing-along.  A lovely gesture of good will and a leap of faith, that 
it would be well received. From our guests’ point of view, I think it was their thanks-offering to         
Emmanuel. 

 

The goodwill from our guests and welcome from Emmanuel continued as we gathered in the Peace 
Lounge for the Forum. Pastor Ken opened by saying “some situations are urgent but not important, 
and others are important but not urgent, but global warming is both very urgent and very important.” 
Just the right lead-in for a time of silence for us all to get in touch with ourselves and open ourselves 
to the Spirit. 
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Our artist, Ruth Neu-
stadter, then a high 
school teacher in 
Newark, shared a sto-
ry that she was very 
upset when one of 
her students dropped 
garbage out of the 
window of her class-
room during class. 
She had the whole 
class march down 
three flights of stairs 
into the schoolyard 

   COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY  

 
From then, the conversation focused on: 

How are we as individuals called to action in the face of global warming and environmental  
degradation? 
What are we doing as persons of faith and as citizens to make a difference? 
How can we keep up our strength to continue the struggle against global warming in the  
face of enormous opposition and apathy. 

We heard many creative and inspiring stories, as one by one, our guests shared their experiences. Jerome 
Wagner, President of 350NJ that co-sponsored the Forum, explained how his Catholic faith, life of prayer, 
mentors and colleagues have supported his life as a climate activist. Amanda     Nesheiwat, Environmental 
Director for Secaucus, spoke of how satisfying it is to see how the city has embraced sustainability and   
received recognition from Sustainable Jersey.   

 

Our artist, Ruth Neustadter, then a high school teacher in Newark, shared a story that she was very upset 
when one of her students dropped garbage out of the window of her classroom during class. She had the 
whole class march down three flights of stairs into the schoolyard where he picked up his garbage and put 
it in the trash. 

 

It was notable that many spoke from their Roman Catholic background and emphasized the         encour-
agement they received from Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato si, that has the subtitle “On Care For Our 
Common Home”-  about the environment. Others told of sustainability initiatives      carried out by the 
more than thirty non-profits, schools, government agencies and companies they were engaged with. All 
who spoke expressed their commitment to continue their struggle against global warming.  

 

Several of our guests commented on the beauty and convenience of the Peace Lounge. Someone also 
praised the sound system and availability of microphones so they could easily hear what each person had 
to say. Thanks to Bob MacPhee for the excellent set-up and David Bonacasta from Holmstead School for 
loaning his sound equipment.  
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Pictured L-R: Don Wheeler, Bill Loeffler, Ruth Neustadter  
and Stefan Neustadter and two other Climate Marchers 

 Women of Emmanuel 
Cordially invites all women 

to a Baby shower (It’s A Girl) 
for Jennifer Tu 

on Saturday, June 17th, 2017 

from 3 to 6 pm 
Peace Lounge  

RSVP to Marilyn 

  
She is registered at Babies R US 
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WELCOME, TARA! 

 

We welcome Tara Timpone as our new 

teacher for the children’s church school class. 

We thank Tara for her willingness to share 

her gifts and her commitment to our children! 

 

 

 

          WITH THANKS and PRAYERS 

    As Pat and Jack Zeller move to Pennsylvania, 

    we express our thanks for their six years with 

    us at Emmanuel.  Pat has been a very effective 

                                   teacher with our ESL Program.  Thank you, Pat! 

                                   We pray God’s blessings on them as they relocate. 
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                  A NEW UNCOUPLING GROUP OFFERED IN RIDGEWOOD 
 
 

A new "Uncoupling" support group will be offered to the community and will be meeting at      
Emmanuel Baptist Church in Ridgewood.  The group will meet on Thursday at 7:30- 9:00  
for a four week span starting May 11th through June 1st. The first topic for discussion will  
be: “The Emotional Phases of the Uncoupling Process.” 
 
The purpose of the group is to create a supportive environment to affirm and provide  
assistance in establishing one’s self  outside of the couple unit, to explore how and why  
relationships end and to help  individuals move toward personal growth and future  
happiness.  Individuals of all ages who have experienced an uncoupling, such as the  
ending of a relationship, a separation, or a divorce are invited to attend and come as you 
are.  Whether one is reinventing one’s self or adjusting to the idea of being without a 
spouse or partner, the group welcomes you. Please RSVP to the Church office at  
201 -444-7300 
 
The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Gill, Senior Minister at Emmanuel, will lead the Uncoupling group.  
He holds a Master of Divinity from Anderson School of Theology and a Doctor of Ministry  
from San Francisco Theological Seminary and has 20 plus years experience in family        
systems therapy and marriage and family counseling.  He has extensive experience in the 
formation and facilitation of similar support groups. 

tel:(201)%20444-7300
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PEACE AND JUSTICE FORUM - June 27th, 7:00-8:30- after the Pasta Dinner 

The next forum will be June 27th, following the pasta dinner. Rabbi David J. Fine, PHD of           

Temple Israel, Ridgewood will be discussing Racism, Bigotry & Anti-Semitism: Then and Now.  

Council Highlights – May 22, 2017 Council Meeting  

As always, full council minutes are on the bulletin board outside the Pastor’s Office. 

 Elaine Hamill’s Memorial will be held Saturday, June 3 

 The Zeller family are moving to PA 

 Tara Timpone is teaching the youth classes 

 There will be a one-day Vacation Bible School in July 

 Pastor Ken is actively exploring hiring an intern to work with Youth and Families 

 The Mid Year Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday, June 25, immediately following wor-
ship.  At the close of the Congregational Meeting we will adjourn to the Peace Lounge for lunch and 
a planning meeting for all. 

 The next Town Meeting will be held in October due to the Welcome Back Luncheon in September 

 A suggestion was made that we have someone lead singing on Sundays – Pastor will explore 

 Pastoral Relations Committee is meeting Sunday, May 28 

 It was suggested we have January and  February Council Meetings on Sundays after church due 
to weather factors 
Calendar dates for 2017-2018 were reviewed 
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June Birthday 
1-Marguerite Young  

2-Jessica Fagnoli 
5-Lynne Krzeminski 

7-Lisa Donzelli 
11-Daria Patti 

28-Andy Degelman 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE for ELAINE HAMILL 

 

The Memorial Service for Elaine Hamill, beloved 

and faithful member of Emmanuel since 1936, will be 

 held at Emmanuel on Saturday, June 3
rd

 at 2 pm, 

 with a reception following in the Peace Lounge  

 

June Anniversaries 

4-Christy Wheeler & Ali Erdur 
7-Kyun & Choon Hyun 

11-Sharon & Meryl Brockway 
25-Audrey & Frank Cocheo 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

              
  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1 HS 9-1 pm 

 

7:30 Uncoupling 

Group 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

2 

 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8 pm 

AA 

3 

2 pm Hamill  

Memorial      

Service 

3 pm  

Reception-PL  

4 One Great 
Hour of Sharing  
9:15 am Adult 
Study 
10:30 Sunday 
School 
10:30 am  

5 

12 Noon- 
Discussion Group 
 
7:30 pm Prayer 
Grp-Pastor Ken  
leading 

6 

 

7 

  

 

 

8:30 pm AA 

8 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

9 

 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8 pm 

AA 

10 

11 OGHS 
Church Picnic 
9:15 am Adult 
Study 
10:30 Sunday 
School/ Worship 
1:30 pm Kubo 
Recital 

12 

12 Noon- 

Discussion Group 

13 

WE “Out to Lunch” 
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12:00 Noon 

CFI Luncheon 

 

8:30 pm AA 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

16 

 

4 pm Wedding 

Rehearsal 

 

6:30 pm & 8 pm 

AA 

17 

1 pm Wedding 

 

3 pm “We” Baby 

Shower for  

Jennifer  

18 OGHS 
9:15 am Adult 
Study 
10:30 Sunday 
School 
10:30 am   
Worship  
7 pm Women's 
Reflection Grp 

19 

 
12 Noon- 
Discussion Group 
 
 
 
 

20 

 

Holmstead  

Graduation 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30 pm AA 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8 pm 

24 

 

9:00 am 

Men’s Fellowship 

Breakfast 

 25 OGHS 
 9:15 am Adult   
Study 
10:30 Sunday 
School 
10:30 am         
Worship 
Mid-Year Con-
gregational Mtg 
Planning Mtg 

26 

 

12 Noon- 
Discussion Group 
 
 
7:30 pm  
Council Mtg 

27 

 

 

6 pm Pasta Dinner 

7 pm Peace & 
Justice Forum 

28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:30 pm AA 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:30 pm ESL 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 pm & 8 pm 

1 

June 2017 


