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EXPECTATIONS 

Emmanuel is a growing,      

welcoming, caring                

community, celebrating the 

rich diversity of God’s           

Creation, treasuring our             

common humanity and            

following the way of Christ’s 

love, justice and mercy in         

today’s world..  

The Ministry at Emmanuel 

Ministers 

All Who Love & Serve God 

Senior Minister 

Pastor Kenneth Gill 
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      Don’t fall victim to spiritual amnesia 

I’ve long been a fan of Garrison Keillor’s “Prairie Home Companion.” 
The program is sponsored by a bunch of fictitious sponsors, including 
the Duct Tape Advisory Council and Peninsula Shirts.  Peninsula makes    
monogrammed shirts for men and women. Its radio commercial features 
a couple that has four children and has been married 28 years.         
Suddenly, the wife realizes something is terrible wrong as she says, 
“Honey, you never call me by name anymore. Don’t you love me          
anymore, or have you just forgotten my name? After some awkward 
moments, it becomes obvious that the husband has, in fact, forgotten his wife’s name, as 
well as the names of his four children. Then comes the pitch for Peninsula monogrammed 
shirts: “If only you’d gotten her one of our special monogrammed shirts for her birthday, 
you’d have that telltale signal right on her front pocket, and you’d never again forget your true 
love’s name.” “And,” the announcer adds, Peninsula also makes monogrammed underwear 
for those intimate moments when it would be very, very bad to forget your sweetheart’s 
name. 

In his classic novel, “One Hundred Years of Solitude,” Gabriel Garcia Marquez tells of a    
village of people who are afflicted with a strange plague of forgetfulness, a kind of contagious 
amnesia. From  the oldest inhabitants to the youngest, everyone in the village forgets the 
names of everything, even the most common objects.  One young man, still relatively          
unaffected by the epidemic, seeks to minimize the damage by labeling everything in town 
with a sign. “This is a table, this is a window, this is a cow which has to be milked,” etc. At the 
entrance of the town, on the main road, he puts two large signs. One reads; “The name of 
our village Makondo.” The other sign reads: “God exists.” 

It seems to me that a strange kind of plague has infected our society as well, a kind of       
spiritual sleeping sickness of the soul, a kind of “spiritual amnesia.” It is a malady that causes 
us to forget who God is and who we are in relationship to God. It causes us to act in ways 
which as if we have forgotten that God even exists. When we forget who we are and whose 
we are, life loses its meaning and purpose and begins to disintegrate, 

A billboard recently caught my attention. It read, simply, “We need to talk. Signed, God.” 
Whether or not we are attentive to it, or even conscious of it, we all exist in relationship to   
the  divine. I find it increasingly difficult to “define” God, but I am more convinced than ever 
that at the center of the universe stands a loving inviting, gracious presence, around which 
all reality finds its unity. This same gracious presence has “hard-wired” us for a relationship, 
which heals us and sets us free. All this stuff is easy to forget in a society which tends to    
validate only the material world. It’s our time to remember who we are and “whose we are’” 
and who God is; The one from whom we came and the one to whom we return. 

 
 
 
 

 

Thoughts from Pastor Gill 
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             The Crop Walk on Oct. 21st was a big success with about 20 walkers and many more 

sponsors.  At this point, it appears that more than $1700 was collected for Church World Service 

to feed hungry people both locally and worldwide. Thanks to all walkers and sponsors. 

     A wonderful collection of school supplies (about 10 big bags) was delivered to a shelter in    

Paterson when the Men's Fellowship delivered their clothing collection. Again, thanks all. 

     In November, the World Mission Offering will be collected to support our Baptist missionaries 

around the world.  Recently, International Ministries of ABC donated $15,000 for relief efforts in 

Indonesia where a Tsunami recently hit. Our missionaries their were  

unharmed. Bulletin inserts will explain this special offering. Please be generous. 

     Also in November, the Mission Ministry will be collecting food to fill Thanksgiving baskets     

distributed by the Center for Food Action.   The following items are suggested: Frozen               

turkeys,  hearty soups, canned vegetables, canned yams, gravy, instant potatoes, rice, canned 

cranberry sauce, stuffing, pasta sauce, fresh apples, potatoes, onions, carrots, and baking         

mixes.  Please put donations in the food box in the hall outside the sanctuary. 

      Looking ahead to December, Christmas gifts of clothes and toiletries will be collected for    

Covenant House which houses homeless young people.  A box under the Mission Bulletin Board 

will be provided along with a list of suggested gifts . Hurray for our mission-minded  

Church! 

      We must remember to fulfill our $10,000 pledge to Baptist Camp Lebanon by the end of 

2019.   So far we have contributed about $7000.  If you made a pledge, remember to pay it off.  

MISSIONS 
 …………..at home and around the world 
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Sundays at 9:15 in the Library 
 “Interrupting Silence, God’s 
Command to Speak Out” 
 
All are invited to join in the        
discussion as we focus on Biblical 
passages calling us to speak out 
about injustice, beginning with the 
Exodus narrative in Exodus 1-15.  
We are using the study guide 
written by Walter Brueggemann. 

 

The next meeting of Women of    

Emmanuel will be Tuesday,        

Nov. 6 at 10 a.m.  

The SHARE luncheon will take 

place at the Cottage Place residence on Tuesday, 

Dec. 11 at noon.   

Women of Emmanuel are doing a Journal/Program 

for the All Seasons Concert  in March. To date 

$2000 has been sold and received in ads.   

THE MITTEN TREE will be up the beginning of    

November to receive unwrapped new  clothing, toys, 

and books for children between birth and 13 years of 

age.  The gifts will be delivered December 10th to 

the Bergen County Office for Children in Hackensack 

where they will be sorted and distributed               

 to over 1800 children of needy families. 

 
Nov. 5, 7:30-9 pm 
 
Join us in praying for mutual concerns 
and 
reflection on Step 10 of the Twelve-
Step Program:  
“Continued to take personal inventory 
and when we were wrong promptly ad-
mitted it.”  
 
“When we cry,  ‘Abba!  Father!’ 
it is God’s Spirit bearing witness 
with our spirit 
that we are children of God… 
Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness; 
 for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with 
sighs  
too deep for words.” 
 
-Romans 8: 16, 26- 
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CULTURES AND FRIENSHIP INTERNATIONAL 

This international friendship group will meet on 
Nov. 14 at 10:30 in the Peace Lounge. 
 
              

 
 
 
WOMEN’S REFLECTION GROUP 
Join us on Nov. 18 at 7 for our monthly gathering 
for mutual support and Biblical reflection. 
We are using the devotional book, 
Sacred Space. 
 
 

 
 
COMMUNITY PASTA DINNER   
There will be no Pasta Dinner in December due to Christmas.  
The November Pasta Dinner will be the 27

th
, scheduled to        

coordinate with the Peace and Justice Forum. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PEACE AND JUSTICE FORUM  
Come join us at the Peace and Justice Forum on Tuesday November 27 at 7 pm 
Our topic will be: 
                              “WHERE  DO  WE  STAND” 

                               After the Midterm Elections 

 

 

Readers’ Choice will meet at the home of Sharon Brockway on Friday, 
November 16 at 6:30 to discuss The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa 
See.  Please contact Sharon, 201-891-4968, to tell her you are attending and 
what you will bring.  All are welcome. 

 

 
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Many thanks to all who  supported Oktoberfest.  We enjoyed an 
evening of great food, music, and fellowship while raising funds     
for our mission projects. 
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Congregants’ Corner 

 
“If you know you are going to fail, fail gloriously! 
                                                                 Cate Blanchett 
Submitted by Pat Walden 
 
Two stonecutter were asked what they were doing.  The first 
said, “I’m cutting this stone into blocks!”  The second replied,  
“I’m on a team that’s building a cathedral!” 
 
Submitted by Sami 
 
Do you have an idea, thought or topic that you would like to share in our monthly        
newsletter?  If so please send your submissions for Expectations to the church  
office@ office@emmanuelridgewood.org 

 

If you have glasses that you have outgrown your 
prescription, please consider donating them.   

Box is located in Library.  

 

 
ESL COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM 
Our Thursday evening class for English language learners meets 
at 7:30.  Students practice reading and speaking skills, using an ESL 
newspaper. 
Our multicultural circle of learning includes students from China,  
Costa Rica, Colombia and Peru. 
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THE  UNCOUPLING GROUP CONTINUES 

 

 
The "Uncoupling"  group will continue on the second and fourth Thursday of the month 
from 7:30- 9:00 pm. The purpose of the group is to create a supportive environment for 
anyone who is going through a relationship breakup, a separation or divorce,  Persons   
can RSVP by calling the church office at 201 444-7300 or by registering on line through 
the “Meet Up” website. The next date is Nov. 29th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments from group members… 
 
“Having been shocked by a breakup, this group has been so helpful and so positive.   
I have met so many friends! 
 
“A warm welcoming group that shows me that there is life after the process.” 
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ANNUAL COMMUNITY  THANKSGIVING  SERVICE 
The 2018 Annual Interfaith Community Thanksgiving Service will be held 

on Tuesday, November 20 at 7:30. 
 at Temple Israel,  475 Grove St., Ridgewood. 

 

The service will include expressions of thanks from various faith traditions. 
 There will be a time of fellowship following the service.  

All are invited to attend. 

 
              

                            
      Come join us at the Peace and Justice Forum on Tuesday  
 
                          November 27 at 7 pm 
                               Our topic will be: 
 

 
                    “WHERE  DO  WE  STAND” 

                   After the Midterm Elections 

 

 
Network for Responsible Public Policy is a non-partisan 501(c)(3) nonprof-
it organization that provides credible news and authoritative information on key      
public policy issues to foster informed citizenry and civic engagement. NFRPP is a 
trusted source that follows media literacy guidelines 
Free and open to the public.  For more information and to RSVP, please go 

to NFRPP.org 
 

http://nfrpp.org/
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                                              From the Communications Director                       November 2018 

Please see several projects, events, publicity, and social media underway at Emmanuel. 
 

Important Highlights: 
Oktoberfest, CROP Walk, Community Peace and Justice Forums, Community Pasta Dinner, and Ridgewood    

Walking Tour, etc.  have been advertised for Emmanuel. 
The Uncoupling Support Group has 366 members in the group on Meetup.com. There are 291 followers on         

Instagram. 
The Emmanuel website was updated to include revised Wedding (member and nonmember) applications and    

website sliders. 
 
Social Media Statistics**:  

 

**Please note that this data is of 10.22.18 
 
Follow Emmanuel on Social Media: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EmmanuelRidgewood/ 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/emmanuelridgewood/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/Emmanuel07450 
Uncoupling Support Group on Meetup.com:  
https://www.meetup.com/Uncoupling-Support-Group-in-Ridgewood-NJ/ 
YouTube: Follow the church on Emmanuel's Worship and Music YouTube page at https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCOj2Z_9lvRFalQmYo6vM8VQ 

Church's Live Stream: www.TinyURL.com/EmmanuelStream 

 

Publicized Events (September-October 2018): 
** Please note that each event requires pre-event and post-event publicity depending on event needs. Publicity includes 
but is not limited to internal communication, press release, website slider and updates, Facebook event and posts, social 
media updates, program, flyers, and media outreach. 

Monthly Peace and Justice Forums- September 25th, October 16th 
Monthly Community Pasta Dinners- September 25th, October 16th 
Uncoupling Support Group- Ongoing twice a month 
Worship Schedule at Emmanuel 
Sunday Sermons 
Friends and Family Day 
Oktoberfest on October 20th 
CROP Walk October 21st 
Emmanuel featured in Ridgewood Walking Tour  October 23rd 

Emmanuel Events Featured in the News (September-October 2018): 
Monthly Community Pasta Dinners- September 25th, October 16th 
Monthly Peace and Justice Forums- September 25th, October 16th 
Uncoupling Support Group  
Emmanuel press releases have been featured on the Ridgewood Chamber of Commerce website or in the Ridgewood 
Chamber of Commerce email newsletters (Note: See Ridgewood Chamber of Commerce website). 
Website: Website (www.emmanuelridgewood.org) has been updated as needed. Members Only Section as well 
as several pages throughout the website have Church Facility Rental Forms and Wedding Forms. New email addresses 
for office staff have been established. New online prayer request form available on website.  
Business Cards: Business cards with church logo and contact information were designed, created, and ordered 
for the church. The purpose of this church business card is so that congregation members can invite friends,                
acquaintances, and anyone that they know to visit or attend events at the church.   

Church Social Media Account Likes, Followers, Members, or Subscribers 
of the Church 

Emmanuel Facebook Page  160 Likes 

Emmanuel Facebook Profile 275 Friends 

Uncoupling Support Group on Meetup.com 366 Members 

Emmanuel Instagram 291 Followers 

Emmanuel Twitter 27 Followers 

Emmanuel's Worship and Music YouTube page 25 Subscribers 

COMMUNICATIONS                 
  O 
  R 
  N 
  E 
  R 

http://www.TinyURL.com/EmmanuelStream
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INVITATION TO JOIN PASTOR GILL USING A DAILY MEDITATION 
 

NEW ANNOUNCMENT: DAILY DEVOTION GUIDES: AN INVITATION 

We are all invited to develop the practice of “daily devotions” in your own home using Richard 
Rohr’s, A Spring Within You- Daily Meditations. 

NEW OPPORTUNITY: You have a new opportunity begin “daily devotions” for one year from October 1:        

If you do the readings in sequence daily from the beginning, you can receive a powerful, comprehensive perspective 

on the   spiritual life from experience of one of the spiritual masters of our era. If you want to try it out, please speak 

to one of us. We would be glad to discuss your experience or questions about what you are reading. Pastor Ken, 

Pastor Judy or Don Wheeler.  *Copies are available from Jo Marie in the church office or one of us!  

Paper copies will be available Sunday on the first chapter. Books can be purchase on Amazon.  

Some of us are completing one year from September 2017. Here are our final readings:   

 

A Spring Within Us reading schedule - starting on Mon-
days: 
*WEEK 52, 10/29-11/4, SILENCE 

CONGRATULATIONS! YOU HAVE COMPLETED ONE 
YEAR!  WE HOPE YOU HAVE BEEN CHALLENGED AND 
BLESSED! 

 

 

                                               Pictured above: Water Lily Pond at the Blue Cliff Monastery, Pine Bush, NY 

 

 
                        CONGRATULATIONS TO JUSTIN KUO 

         Justin Kuo has received his B.E.E. in Electrical Engineering 

            With High Honors from Stevens Institute of Technology.   

                                       Congratulations to Justin on this fine accomplishment! 
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Emmanuel sponsored the October 29
th

 dinner at the Homeless Shelter in Hackensack and 
served dinner to over 100 people.  We are grateful to the students of The Holmstead School who 
prepared the salad and dessert, and to Sal from Francesca’s Brick Oven Pizza for donating  the 
main course.  We all felt privileged to serve.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
       Top row:  Anita Powell-Byrd, Justin Kuo, Pastor Lewis, Caroline Saffiotti, David Davila 
        Bottom row:  Emma Byrd, Marilyn Clark, Jamier and Jernell with mom, Maisha Moran 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

Edna Franz died on October 11th at age 96. She and her husband, Ken, were members 

of the Radburn Church and Emmanuel since 1952.  We remember her beautiful smile, her 

                                                        piano playing, and her square dancing. 

                                                                         ----------------------            

                                                       Those who have died during 2018 were 

                                                     remembered with love and gratitude during 

                                                                     the service on Oct. 28: 

   Merlin Brockway, Henrietta Larkin, Marjorie Lewis, 

  Anthony King, Richard Swarm, Ken and Edna Franz 
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Emmanuel’s Education Ministry led by David Davila- Chairperson, Andres Davila, 
Nancy MacPhee, Jennifer Tu, and Christy Wheeler toured Rohsler’s farm on Sunday 
after church on Sunday, and left for home with big smiles and pumpkins.   
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                     PROGRESSIVE DINNER 

 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6

TH
 – Six dinner parties ran simultaneously – thank you to the Shaver/Massler 

Team, the Cocheo/Krzeminski Team, the Powell-Byrd, the Gill, the Clark and the Davilla Families for          
hosting the dinner parties.   

 
The musician, Eric Waldman, who performed in the Peace Lounge during dessert and coffee was              
underwritten by Marilyn. 

The coffee and dessert event held in the Peace 
Lounge was hosted by Peter and Enercida.  The 
room was set up beautifully and the desserts 
were mouth watering and presented with style.  

Fun, Food and Dancing 
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   4-Christy Wheeler  
    
 
 
 
 

    5-Annette Young 
    
 
 
 
 

       14-Katie Byrd 
 
   
 
 
 

Associate Minister, Rev. Arturo Lewis, meets with Emmanuel’s Young 
Adult Fellowship, Sunday, 10-29-18  
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November 

2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

3 
 
9 am—3 pm 
Holmstead 
Tag Sale  

4 Communion 

Monthly food col-
lection 
WMO begins 
Thanksgiving 
collection 
Mitten Tree starts 
10:30  Worship-
Pastor Lewis 
Youth  Ministry 

5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Prayer 
Group 

6 
 
 
10 am 
WE mtg 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm ESL 

9 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

10 

11 
10:30 Worship-
Pastor Lewis 
preaching 
WMO 

Mitten Tree  
Thanksgiving 
collection 

12 
 

13 14 
 
10:30 am CFI 

 
 
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm ESL 

16 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

17 
 
9am Men’s  

Fellowship 

Breakfast 

18 
10:30 Worship-
Pastor Lewis 
preaching 
WMO 
Mitten Tree starts 
Thanksgiving 
collection 
Youth  Ministry 
7 pm Women’s  
Reflection Group 

19 
 

20 
 
 
 
7:30 pm  Annual 
Community Ser-
vice 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

22 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

24 

25 
10:30 Worship-
Pastor Judy W 
preaching 
Mitten Tree starts 
Thanksgiving 
collection 
WMO 
Young Adult   
Ministry 

26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm  Council 
Mtg 

27 
6 pm  

Community    
Pasta Dinner 
7 pm  
Community Peace 

and Justice  Forum 

 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
“Uncoupling/ESL 

30 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm 
AA 

 


