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EXPECTATIONS 

Emmanuel is a growing,      

welcoming, caring                

community, celebrating the 

rich diversity of God’s           

Creation, treasuring our             

common humanity and            

following the way of Christ’s 

love, justice and mercy in         

today’s world..  

The Ministry at Emmanuel 

Ministers 

All Who Love & Serve God 

Senior Minister 

Pastor Kenneth Gill 
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                                 The Rebirth of Emmanuel  

Anyone who has watched a childbirth knows there’s no easy way to 

be born. There’s also no easy way to be reborn, especially for 

churches. As odd as it sounds, religious institutions seem to be in-

herently resistant to change and transformation. About five years 

ago Emmanuel initiated a strategic, long range planning process 

and, simultaneously, a search for a Senior Minister who could lead in carrying out the vision. 

I have just completed four years at Emmanuel. Not everything has gone as smoothly or 

quickly as we all would have hoped for but there are a number of important things which 

have happened which I’m very happy about:  

 

-The Chapel and the Peace Lounge: Our beautiful small chapel was restored and has        

become a beachhead for prayer and meditation. The Peace Lounge, beautifully refurbished 

20 years ago by Frank Cocheo, was in need of a facelift. With the help of artist, Connie 

Buckler Gill the Peace Lounge has become a truly peaceful and joyful place, a central     

gathering place for fellowship and church and community events.  

 -The building of a wonderful staff: Jo Marie, John Giresi and the Rev. Arturo Lewis have 

joined our ministry team along with Pastor Judy Wheeler. They are all outstanding. It's been 

a joy to serve with Marek Jura as well. In addition, our regularly scheduled musicians have 

become a part of our worship team and church family.  

- A welcoming congregation: Several years ago the church went public with its “open and           

affirming” position. We welcome not only persons of the LGBTQ community but an                

increasingly diverse group of friends and visitors. Our hospitality to all shines!  

                                                                                                                                                                     
 

 (cont.)        
 
 
 

Thoughts from Rev. Ken Gill 
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-Getting the church into the “world” and the “world” into the church. Emmanuel is becoming 

known as a vital part of the peace and justice community in Bergen County. As well, our 

outreach programs like “Uncoupling” and our many long standing mission and outreach 

programs reflect our growing strength as more than just a Sunday morning congregation.  

 

 

--A 21st century congregation: We now have a high quality audio/video system, an          

appealing contemporary website and have rebranded our community church as simply 

“Emmanuel.” We are no longer the best kept secret in Ridgewood.         

                                                                                   

-A healthier church body: The Apostle Paul talked about “the spirit of unity in the bond of 

peace.”(Eph. 4:3) We are now a more unified, and peaceful congregation. We are more  

patient with each other and our communication skills have improved. Our trust has grown 

and our leadership has evolved. As your pastor I have felt growing trust and support in my 

leadership.  

 

In many ways our church is very lucky and very blessed. If anything good has happened in 

the last four years, it has been God’s gracious gift. I still want to see many more people find   

Emmanuel and for our outreach to continue to grow. The world needs Emmanuel!  
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The Mission Committee wishes to thank everyone who helped out with our Family Promise       
responsibilities for the weekend of March 14, 15, and 16th,  especially Anita Powell-Byrd who 
chaired the event.  Several people helped with food for homeless family and others spent the    
night at the Ridgewood United Church.  Others donated money.  This is a project that EBC     
helps with two times a year. 
      

We would like to call to your attention that there has been very little food donated to the Food Box 
in the hallway outside the sanctuary in recent weeks.  Please remember those who are hungry 
when you go grocery shopping.  The food for March will be delivered to the Center for Food Action 
and April food will go to The Ridgewood Board of Social Services.  A list of needed items is posted 
over the food box. 
      

The next big project for Missions will be the Mothers Day Collection to buy blankets for those       
in need.  This will be on May 12th and $10 is needed for each blanket to be donated.  This is        
a very worthwhile project managed by Church World Service.  Consider your contribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Long Range Planning Committee is sending out a short       

questionnaire related to our plan for ministry and goals at Emmanuel. Please help us as we      

plan together for the upcoming year and beyond.  

    We will be hosting coffee hour on May 5 and will be available to hear your thoughts                  

or answer questions. There is no formal presentation planned. Please reach out to Don 

Wheeler,  Anita Powell-Byrd, or Joan Massler any time, and especially on May 5 as noted.  

 

 

MISSIONS 
 …………..at home and around the world 
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Sundays at 9:15 in the Library 
 
All are invited to join in the discussion 
as we focus on the Resurrection      
accounts in the Gospels and meditate 
on the meaning of the Resurrection 
for us. 
 

April 1, 7:30-9:00 
 

Join us for a time of prayer  
and meditation. 

 
“Rejoice in the Lord always...Let    

your gentleness be known to          
everyone.  The Lord is near.  Do      
not worry about anything, but in       

everything by prayer and                
supplication with thanksgiving           

let your requests be made known       
to God. 

And the peace of God, which           
surpasses all understanding,            

will guard your hearts and               
your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

-Philippians 4: 4-7- 

                           

 

Our next Peace & Justice Forum on May 21 at 
7:30 pm. The topic will be: 

“CHALLENGES AND SUPPORTS 

FOR LGBTQ YOUTH”                  

Michael Tozzoli, MSW, 

LCSW.  CEO, West    Bergen Men-

tal Healthcare & President, Rotary 

Club of Ridgewood AM.   

 
HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 

 
May 1, 2019 at 7:30 
This annual interfaith service will be held at the  
West Side Presbyterian Church.   
 
Former Ridgewood Rabbi Naom Marans 
will be the speaker.  (See flyer) 

 

Tuesday, June 11 at 12;30pm, is 

Women of Emmanuel “Out to Lunch”  

all are invited to attend.                    

The menu is:  Pasta, Salad, Entrée choice of fish, 

chicken or eggplant parmigiana, dessert and coffee  

$20.  Contact Marilyn to reserve your place if you 

have not already signed up.  
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CULTURES AND FRIENSHIP INTERNATIONAL 

This international friendship group will meet in the Peace Lounge 
at 10:30 on May 8 and May 22.  Members will share samples of 
their arts and crafts. 
 
 

 

 
WOMEN’S REFLECTION GROUP 
Join us on May 19 at 7 pm for a time of mutual support 
and Biblical reflection on the meaning of Jesus’ Resurrection 
for our own lives today. 
 
 
 

 
  

WOMEN OF EMMANUEL  
 
WOMEN OF EMMANUEL will sponsor a blanket making session for                 

Emmanuel’s young people on Sunday, May 5.  The blankets will be delivered to 

children in hospitals and shelters.  We will begin the project at 10:30 a.m. in       

Heritage Hall and they will be display in church at the end of the worship service.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Readers’ Choice   
Our book for Friday, March 22 is Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly at the home   
of Audrey Cocheo.  The book for Friday, May 17 is The Girl with Seven Names 
by Lee Lyeon-seo and will be held at the home of Nancy Shaver.  Both        
gatherings start at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 
MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Please save the date of April 13 for our annual Italian Festival.     
Enjoy an evening of good food and fellowship. 
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Congregants’ Corner 

 
“Offenses are a part of life, but conflicts can be resolved and relationships re-
stored when we stop paying the past with the resources of our future.!” 
                                                                                           Pastor T. D. Jakes 
“I have learned not to fear suffering, because it’s not my enemy but  
my teacher. I’ve encountered a deeper love of God than I thought  
possible...Suffering has been life-giving for me. I just never recognized it before.’’ 
                                                                                                          Kate Merrick 
 
                                                                                                        Submitted by Pat Walden 
 
Do you have an idea, thought or topic that you would like to share in our monthly  
newsletter?  If so please send your submissions for Expectations to the church  
office@ office@emmanuelridgewood.org 

 

If you have glasses that you have outgrown your 
prescription, please consider donating them.   

Box is located in Library.  

 

 
 
ESL COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAM 
Each Thursday evening at 7:30  
students of English are invited to practice reading and speaking skills, 
using an ESL newspaper. 

 

Monday Brown Bag Discussion Group at Noon 

We will be discussing "Genesis; A Living Conversation," by Bill 
Moyers.  
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Council Highlights – April 22, 2019 Council Meeting  

 

As always, full council minutes are on the bulletin board outside the Pastor’s Office.  All are    
welcome to attend meetings.   If you have an agenda item please see the Moderator 3 days in    
advance of the meeting. 

 

 May 19
th
, following worship, will be a catered luncheon in honor of our retiring sexton and friend,                 

Marek Jura, and Pat Whitehead, retiring director of Holmstead School. 

 Pastor Ken may offer another new member orientation/exploration at the Parsonage and will plan a     
      New Member Sunday for people joining Emmanuel 
 

 Pastor Judy prepared a sign up sheet for volunteers to cover Sunday School during the summer 

 June 2
nd

 is planned for Recognition Day for the Sunday School 

 June 9
th
 is the Church School Picnic 

 Women of Emmanuel will sponsor Sunday school children blanket making session for needy and sick  
      children on Sunday, May 5. 
 

 Long Range Planning Committee will host a coffee hour on Sunday, May 5 and members of the       
     committee will be available to discuss Planning and Priority Goals for the future.  LRPC is also in the  
     process of collecting surveys, so please complete yours if you have not done so already. 
 

 Constitution and By Laws Committee progressing and hoping to have a document for the Council in     
      June, and also the Congregation. 
 

 An Alcohol Use Policy at Emmanuel was presented to Council, revised, and the revision accepted. 

 The June Congregational Meeting will be Sunday, June 23
rd

, immediately following worship. 

 Accolades to Men’s Fellowship for hosting a fantastic Italian Festival 

 The next Council meeting will be Sunday, June 2
nd

, following coffee hour.  This date was chosen  
      due to the Memorial Day week-end holiday. 
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Dear Members and Friends of Emmanuel, 
 
After devoting 22 years as Sexton and friend to Emmanuel, Marek Jura is retiring as of June 15, 
2019.  Also, Pat Whitehead, the Director of Holmstead School (which is housed on our church 
campus) is also retiring. 
 
In celebration of these two fine people, the Council is hosting a catered luncheon in their honor     
in the Peace Lounge Sunday, May 19

th
, 2019, following worship service. 

  

Menu 
 

Salad, rolls  
Chicken Francaise  

Rice  
Medley of vegetables  

Coffee/tea/cake 
 

The luncheon is by reservation only and the cost is $10 per adult.  Please make check payable       
to Emmanuel, noting on the memo line luncheon.  Please see Marilyn Clark to make your           
reservation (201-391-4720 and mjjclark@yahoo.com).  You can also make your reservation         
on Sunday mornings.   
 
During the luncheon, we would like to present Marek with a monetary gift.  If you would like to         
participate, please make your check payable to Emmanuel and write on the memo line Marek Jura.  
Please give your check to Marilyn or send it to her attention at the church.  PLEASE NOTE: They 
should be two separate checks.   
 
We sincerely hope you’ll join us at this celebration.   
 
With peace and love,  
 

Marilyn, for The Council  

 

 

mailto:mjjclark@yahoo.com
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THE  UNCOUPLING GROUP CONTINUES 

 

 
The "Uncoupling"  group will continue on the second and fourth Thursday of the month 
from 7:30- 9:00 pm. The purpose of the group is to create a supportive environment for 
anyone who is going through a relationship breakup, a separation or divorce,  Persons   
can RSVP by calling the church office at 201 444-7300 or by registering on line through 
the “Meet Up” website. The next dates are May 9 & 23 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Comments from group members… 
 
“Having been shocked by a breakup, this group has been so helpful and so positive.          
I have met so many friends! 
 
“A warm welcoming group that shows me that there is life after the process.” 
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        Children’s Corner 

 
May 5: Blanket Making for the children on Sunday from 10:30-11:30 

sponsored by the Women of Emmanuel. All children are invited to join.  

 

June 2:  Recognition Day for the Children and Teen’s.  Ukulele Performance 

 

June 9: Church Picnic at Crestwood Lake in Allendale. More info to follow. 

 

 

 

         INTER-FAITH SERVICE 

                    

 

                                 

Rabbi David Fine of Temple Israel and Jewish 
Community Center of Ridgewood offers beautiful 
prayers and explanations during Interfaith  
Sunday Worship.  
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Our Easter Sunday Guest:  Mrs. Ng Vo! 

It was wonderful to see our dear friend, Mrs. Ng Vo on Easter Sunday.  Here are excerpts about the 
arrival of the Vo Family in 1975.  These excerpts are found in “God With Us—The Autobiography of 
Emmanuel Baptist Church on its 100th Anniversary” p. 50-51. 

“The Vo A Van family arrived among us in 1975.  The Vos were Vietnamese refugees whom           
Emmanuel had undertaken to sponsor as part of our denomination’s effort to help people who had 
been displaced by the Communist victory in Vietnam.   

Florence and Andy Degelman and Nancy and Leonard Ballesteros had volunteered to take primary 
responsibility for looking after them.  Nga Vo and her four sons—four to 12 years old—had had to 
leave Saigon on four hours notice.  A Vo, an officer in the Vietnamese army, left later, just before    
Saigon fell to the Communists, and the family was reunited in Guam.  

 In Ng Vo’s words, ‘It was a long and uncertain journey to the United States...We arrived at Newark 
airport very late in the evening and were greeted by Rev. Hellwig and the Degelmans, who became 
our friends in our search for freedom and a new life.  The drive from Newark seemed long and dark, 
different from the scenes of New Jersey we had been shown.  We almost broke into tears when we 
arrived at our new home in Allendale.  We had been homeless for months, now we had more that we 
expected...Everything was ready for us—food in the refrigerator, clothes in the closet, aspirin and 
soap in the bath cabinet.’” 

“In his annual report that year, Rev. Hellwig singled out Florence Degelman for special commendation 
because, in addition to being a co-leader of the refugee committee, she had served as full-time office 
secretary, financial secretary, and a member of the Board of Trustees.  To all of us, he addressed 
these words:  ‘How grateful I am that not only in this immediate neighborhood, but all throughout 
Northwest Bergen, Emmanuel Baptist Church has a reputation for getting involved in the painful      
realities of the life of persons and society, and for speaking a prophetic word in a time when so many 
think truth is whatever anyone says it is.’” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Nancy Shaver, Co-Chair of the Missions Ministry Presents A Vo to the Congregation April 21, 2019.    
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Congratulations to Emmanuel’s, Joseph Saffiotti and 
classmate, Gabriel Masarva, members of the Waldwick 
High School Class of 2020, who will be honored by the    
National Merit Scholarship Program for achieving a high 
score on their PSATs. These high performers have 
shown outstanding academic potential. Of the 1.6 million       
program entrants, they are among the top 50,000 highest 
scorers!  Joe is one of Emmanuel's young people who 
also loves to go to Baptist, Camp Lebanon in the summer 
and Boy Scout camp, so he is not all books! 

Christy Wheeler, Jennifer Tu kept the children busy creating a craft during 
the Italian Dinner. Looks like they’re all ready for Easter!! 

 
               ITALIAN DINNER  
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 Easter at Emmanuel     

Joe & Heidi's Friend and Daughter 

            Father-Keyboards & Daughter-Vocals                
Tom and Leah Hammer perform on Easter Sunday  

 

 

Maisha,    
Kayla,      
Jasiyah & 
Pastor Ken  

Lenah Fiduccia  

Maisha Moran and Kayla looking terrific       
with Pastor Judy 
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Church School Children With Teacher, Tara  
Timpone and Christian Education Ministry  
Chairperson, David Davila 

Easter at Emmanuel     

Looking great on Easter  
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Chelsea (in white) and Caroline were baptized at Emmanuel on Sunday, April 28, 2019.           
Associate Minister, Rev. Arturo P Lewis performed the baptisms assisted by Anita Powell-Byrd. 
Chelsea’s family has been at Emmanuel for five generations, Caroline’s family for three          
generations. Congratulations and blessings to all! 

BAPTISM 
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Happy Anniversary 

7-Lisa & Paul Donzelli 
27-Heidi Ehman & Joe Osborne   

1-Diane Shaver-Rowles 
2-Carol Damis 
5-Annie Davila 
7-Jessica Massler 
10-Keri Shaver 
11-Nancy Shaver 
13-Bryant Kuo 

20-Karen Timpone 
21-Terre Cassetta 
23– Donald Wheeler 
         Betty Kenyon 
24-Andres Davila 
26-Martin Massler 
31-Annie Davila 
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MAY 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
10:30 am  
Constitution n     
B-Law Commit-
tee meeting 
 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm ESL 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm  
AA 

4 

5 
Communion 
Monthly food 
collection 
10:30 Worship- 
Pastor Gill 
Preaching 
Youth  Ministry 
Blanket making 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Prayer 
Grp 

7 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
“Uncoupling” 
7:30 pm ESL 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm  
AA 

11 
9 am Men’s    
Fellowship 
Breakfast 

12 Blanket Sun 
10:30 Worship-
Pastor Gill 
Preaching 
 

13 14 
 
10 LRPC meet-
ing 
9-12 Holmstead 
(PL) 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm ESL 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm  

18 

19 
10:30 Worship-
Pastor Lewis 
Preaching 
Youth  Ministry 
7pm Women’s 
Reflection Grp 
Coffee hour 
honoring Pat & 
Marek 

20 21 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm  
Community 
Peace & Justice 
Forum 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
“Uncoupling” 
7:30 pm ESL 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm  
AA 

25 

26 
10:30 Worship-
Pastor Gill 
Preaching 
Young Adult 
Ministry 

27 
 
Office Closed 

28 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30 pm AA 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm ESL 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm & 8 pm  
AA 

 


